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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 


PRINCE EDWARD. 


SIR, 
HE diſtinguiſhed honour which 


your RovyaL Hicunzss has 
been pleaſed to confer upon me, 
by taking under your auguſt pro- 
tection the firſt Eſſay of a young 
Author, is a ſingular inſtance of 
the benevolence and liberality of 
your Royar Hicuxess's diſpoſition, 
and will ever command my warmeſt 
acknowledgments. 


That your Royai, Hicantss may 
enjoy an uninterrupted courſe of 


A 2 health 


iv DEDICATION. 


health and proſperity, and long 
continue a bleſſing to the Britiſh 
Nation, and an honour to the ſer- 
vice, is the ſincere wiſh of 


Your Rovar Hicuntss's 


Moſt grateful ſervant, g 


WILLIAM LEMPRIERE, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author cannot help feeling himſelf 
under an obligation of apologiſing for the 
frequent egotiſms, which appear in the courſe of 
the following narrative, and for the ſhare of them 
which his adventures neceſſarily occupy. The 
reader will only have the goodneſs to bear in 
mind, that theſe tranſactions are detailed merely 
with a view of throwing light upon the character 
of the people, and the court, which he has under- 
taken to deſcribe; and in this view he humbly 
conceives that they ſerve better to illuſtrate the 
manners and diſpoſitions of the Moors than the 
moſt laboured diſquiſitions. 


In the map which accompanies this volume, 
the Author's route is traced in ſhort lines; the 
other diviſions mark the ſeveral provinces of the 
empire. 
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Motives of the Author for undertaking this 
Tour. Sails from Gibraltar.— Arrival ar 

TAN IER.—Deſcription of that Place. 
Departure for TaRUDANT.—[nflence of 
Tyranny exerciſed upon a Jew. —State of 
the Country and Roads. — Mode of living 
on theſe Fournies. Deſcription of ARZ1IL= 
LA. Mooriſh Luxury.— Application from 
a Variety of Patients. — Arrival at LA- 
RACHE, 


N the month of September 1789 a re- 

L queſt was forwarded through Mr. Ma- 
tra, the Britiſh conſul general at TanG1zs, 
to his excellency General O'Hara at Gib- 
raltar, from Morey A3sULEMm, the late 

emperor of MoRocco's favourite fon, the 

| " _- purport 
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purport of which was, to intreat his excel- 
lency to ſend a medical gentleman from 
the garriſon to attend the prince, whoſe 
health was at that time in a dangerous and 
declining ſtate. 

As the term Morzx will frequently 
occur in the ſucceeding pages, it may not 
be improper to ſtate in this place, that it is 
a title of honour, which is confined to the 
royal family of Morocco, and is equivalent 5 
to that of lord, or rather prince, in our 
language. | 

The promiſes of Mur EY Assur RN 8 
the conſul were ſplendid and encouraging. 
The perſon who was to be ſent on this 
expedition was to be protected from every 
indignity, and to be treated with the utmoſt 
reſpect. He was to receive a liberal re- 
ward for his profeſſional exertions ; his ex- 
pences during his journey, and while he 
ſtaid in the country, were to be punctually 
_ defrayed; and he was to be ſent back with- 
out delay, whenever his preſence ſhould be 
required at the garriſon. But the moſt 
flattering circumſtance which attended this 
requiſition of the Mooriſh prince was, the 

releaſe 
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releaſe of certain Chriſtian captives who 
were at that period detained in {lavery. 


Theſe unfortunate perſons conſiſted of the 


maſter of an Engliſh veſſel trading to Afri- 
ca, and nine ſeamen, who had been wrecked 
upon that part of the coaſt which is in- 
habited by the wild Arabs, and were car- 
ried into ſlavery by that ſavage and merci- 
leſs people. 


How far theſe brilliant aſſurances were 


fulfilled, will appear in the courſe of the 
following narrative. It 1s ſufficient for the 
preſent to obſerve, that, influenced by the 
faith which the inhabitants of Europe are 
accuſtomed to place in the profeſſions of 
perſons of rank and dignity, and ſtill more 
impelled by that impetuous curioſity which 
is natural to youth, I was eaſily perſuaded 
to embrace the opportunity of viſiting a re- 
gion ſo little known to European travel- 
lers, and to undertake this ſingular, and (as 


it was generally regarded) extremely ha- 
zardous ſervice. 


However diſappointed I may have been 


in my hopes of pecuniary advantage and 
emolument, {till I cannot at this moment 


B 2 _ -- regret 
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regret my raſhneſs, as it was conſidered by 
many: In the courſe of my viſit I had 
opportunities which no European had ever 
enjoyed of becoming acquainted with the 
manners, policy, cuſtoms, and character 
of this ſingular people. The ſanctity of 
the royal harem itſelf was laid open to my 
inſpection. Even the dangers which I 
encountered, and the anxious apprehenſions 
which I occaſionally experienced, I can 
now reflect upon with a degree of emotion 
which is not unpleaſant. The notes which 
I made upon the ſpot I had the great plea- 
fure to find proved intereſting and enter- 
taining to a number of my friends. By 
their perſuaſions I have been encouraged to 
hy them before the public; and my only 
and earneſt with is, that the reader may 
not find his curiofity difappointed, his at- 
_ tention wearied, or his judgment diſguſted, 
by the adventures and obſervations, which, 
with the moſt perfe& conſciouſneſs of my 
own inability as a Wa 15 fudmit to his 
inſpection. 

The neceſſary preliminaries being ſet- 


tled, and the babes ge of a ſoldier requiring 


no 
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no great-preparation, I embarked at Gib- 
raltar the 14th of September 1789, on 
board a ſmall veſſel, and in fix hours ar- 
rived at TANGIER, where I immediately 
waited on Mr. Matra, whoſe polite recep- 
tion, and kind offices during the ſix months 
that I ſpent in Barbary, claim, and ever 
will command, mY warmeſt acknowledg- 
ments. 

I foon learned that my bade patient 
was, by his father's command, at the time 
of my arrival, at the head of an army in 
the mountains between Morocco and 
TARUDAN T, which obliged me to remain 
at TAN GIER, till we received certain in- 
telligence of the prince's return to TARu- 
DANT, his uſual place of reſidence. | 

It is well known that the town and 
fortreſs of TAN GIER formerly conſtituted 
a part of the foreign dominions of Great 
Britain. While in the poſſeſſion of the 
Engliſh it was a place of conſiderable 
ſtrength, but when it was evacuated by the 
orders of Charles II. the fortifications were 
demoliſhed, and only the veſtiges of them 
are now viſible. There is at preſent only 

B 3 _ a ſmall 
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a ſmall fort in tolerable repair, which is 
ſituated at the northern extremity of the 
town, and a battery of a few guns which 
| fronts the bay. From theſe circumſtances 
it is evident that it could make only a very 
weak Cs againſt w e at- 
tack. ä | 

The town, which occupies a very ſmall 
' ſpace of ground, and affords nothing re- 
markable, is built upon an eminence which 
appears to riſe out of the ſea, and is ſur- 
rounded with a wall. The land for a ſmall 
diſtance round it is laid out into vineyards, 
orchards, and corn-fields, beyond which 
are tracts of ſand, with lofty and barren 
hills. The ſituation is therefore far. from 
beautiful or agreeable. The houſes are in 
genetal mean and ill furniſhed, the roofs 
are quite flat, and both theſe and the walls 
are entirely whitened over ; the apartments : 
are all on the ground floor, as there is no 
ſecond ſtory. 

Contrary to the uſual cuſtom in Barba- 
ry, the Moors and Jews live intermixed 
at TANGIER, and maintain a more 
friendly intercourſe than elſewhere in this 


; quarter 
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quarter of the globe. The Jews alſo, in- 
ſtead of going bare-footed by compulſion, 
as at Morocco, TARUDANT, and many 
other places, are only required to do it 
when paſſing a ſtreet where there is a 
moſque or a fanQtuary. 

The foreign conſuls (except the F rench, 

who has a houſe at SALLEE) reſide at 'T aNn- 
GER. Before the reign of the late emperor 
SIDI MAHOMET, they were allowed to live 
at TETUAN, a town greatly preferable to 
T ANGIER, as well on account of the inha- 
bitants being more civilized, as of the beauty 
of the adjacent country. A ſingular cir- 
cumſtance occaſioned the expulſion of rhe 
Chriſtians from that pleaſant retreat: An 
European gentleman was amuſing himſelf 
with ſhooting at ſome birds in the vicinity 
of the town, and accidentally wounded an 
old Mooriſh woman, who unfortunately 
happened to be within reach of the ſhot. 
Upon this accident the late emperor ſwore 
by his beard that no Chriſtian ſhould ever 
again enter the town of TRTUAN. It may 
be neceſſary to inform the reader that this 
oath (by the beard) is held by the Moors 
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in ſuch ſolemn eſtimation; that they are 
rarely obſerved to violate it, nor was the 
late emperor ever known to — it in 
a ſingle inſtance. 
The fituation of conſuls, indeed, in this 
diſtant and uncivilized country, is by no 
means to be envied; and the recompence 
which ſhould induce men of liberal educa- 
tion to ſacrifice their native comforts and 
advantages to ſuch a ſyſtem of life as is 
required here, ought not to be trifling. . 
They can form no ſociety but among 
themſelves; and even the univerſally al- 
* lowed law of nations is frequently inſuffi- 
cient to protect their perſons from inſult, 
Subject to the caprice of an emperor whoſe 
conduct is regulated by no law, and whoſe 
mind is governed by no fixed principle; 
they are frequently ordered up to court, 
and atter experiencing a very tedious, fa- 
tiguing, and expenſive journey, they are 
frequently fent back again without having 
effected the fmalleſt point to the advantage 
of their own country, ſometimes indeed 
without even being informed of the pur- 
poſe of the journey. 


As 
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As an alleviation to ſo unſociable a life, 
the Engliſh, Swediſh, and Daniſh conſuls 
have er:&ed country-houſes at a ſmall diſ- 
| tance from TANGIER, where they occa- 
ſionally retire, and enjoy thoſe amuſements 
which the country affords, Theſe are 
chiefly gardening, fiſhing, and hunting. 
From the plenty of game of every kind 
with which the country abounds, and a 
total freedom from any reſtriction with re- 
ſpect to it (for there are no game laws in 
this empire) they give a full ſcope to the 
_ pleaſures of the field, and endeavour by 


thoſe means to procure a ſubſtitute for the 


want of friendly and chearful ſociety. | 
On the northern fide of TANGIER is 
the caſtle, which though very extenſive, lies 
half in ruins. It has a royal treaſury, and 
is the reſidence of the governor, Near the 
water-fide are ſtorehouſes for the refitting of 
veſſels, and at this port many of the empe- 
ror's row-gallies are built. A number of 
them alſo are generally laid up here, when 


not engaged in actual ſervice. Indeed, from 


its convenient ſituation with reſpect to the 
Straits, this is the beſt ſea-port that he has 
for 
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for employing to advantage theſe ſmall 
Venen. 

The bay is ſufficiently ſpacious, but it is 
dangerous for ſhipping in a ſtrong eaſterly 
wind. The moſt ſecure place of anchorage 
is on the eaſtern part of the bay, about 
half a mile from ſhore, in a line with the 
round tower and the Spaniſh conſul's houſe, 
which makes a very confpicuous appear- 
ance from the bay. 

On the ſouthern ſide of the bay is the 
river, where, before it was choaked up 
with ſand- banks, the emperor uſed to win- 
ter his large ſhips, which he is now obliged 
to ſend to LARACHRE. Moſt of the rivers 
in the emperor's dominions, which were 
formerly navigable, and well calculated for 
the fitting out of veſſels, and for the laying 
of them up in ſafety, have now their 
mouths ſo continually filling with ſand, 
that in a courſe of years ſmall fiſhing-boats 
only will be able to enter them, It has 
often occurred to me, that an enquiry into 
the ſtate of the emperor's navy, and in par- 
ticular into the inconvenience of his har- 
bours, might be an 1 of ſome conſe- 


quence 
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quence to the different European powers, 

who now condeſcend to pay a moſt diſgrace- 

ful tribute to o chis ſhadow of eee dig- 
nity. 

Over the river of Tarenn are the 
ruins of an ancient bridge, ſuppoſed to have 
been erected by the Romans. The centre 
of it only is deſtroyed, and that does not 
ſeem to be the effect of time. It more 
probably was pulled down by the Moors, 
for the purpoſe of permitting their veſſels 
to enter the river. The remainder of it is 
entire, and by its thickneſs and ſolidity it 
evinces the excellence of the antient archi- 
tects, and ſhews that ſtrength, as well as 
beauty, made a conſiderable pow of their 
ſtudy. - 

As I propoſe in a future part of this 
Narrative to deſcribe very particularly the 
architecture, houſes, furniture, &c. in this 
country, I ſhall conclude my account of 
 TANGIER by obſerving, that in time of 
peace it carries on a ſmall trade with Gib- 
raltar and the neighbouring coaſt of Spain, 
by ſupplying thoſe places with proviſions, 
| =. 


is A TOUR TO MOROCCO, te 


and receiving in return European commo- 
dities of almoſt every kind, 1 
In a fortnight, after my arrival at TAN- 
GIER the conſul received a letter from the 
prince, inſorming him of his return to 
TARUDANT, and of his with that the Eng- 
liſh ſurgeon might be diſpatched to him 
immediately. Previous to my departure, 
however, it became neceſſary to conſider what 
articles were required for the journey. 
Two horſemen of the Black or Negro 
cavalry, armed with long muſkets and fa- 
pres, were diſpatched by the prince to eſ- 
cort me, and had been waiting for that 
purpoſe for ſome time. The governor of 
the town had orders to ſupply me with a 
tent, mules, and an interpreter. But it 
was not without much difficulty that a 
perſon could be found in TAnGitR who 
could ſpeak the Engliſh and Arabic lan- 
guages ſufficiently well to perform that of- 
| fice; and it was owing to an accident that 
I at length was enabled to obtain one. 
After ſearching the whole town in vain, 
the governor ordered, during the Jewiſh 
i | hour 
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hour of prayer, that enquiries ſhould be 
made among all the ſynagogues for a perſon 
who underſtood both languages. An un- 
fortunate Jew, whoſe occupation was that 
of ſelling fruit about the ſtreets of Gibral- 
tar, and who had come to TAXGIER merely 
to ſpend a few days with his wife and fa- 
mily during a Jewiſh feſtival, being unac- 
quainted with the intent of the enquiry, 
unguardedly anſwered in the affirmative. © 
Without further ceremony the poor man 
was dragged away from his friends and 
home, and conftrained by force to accom- 
pany me. Hat 
Of the mode in this deſpotic govern- 
ment of ſeizing perſons at the arbitrary 
pleaſure of a governor, an Engliſhman can 
ſcarcely form an idea. Three or four luſty 
Moors, with large clubs in their hands, 
graſp the wretched and defenceleſs victim 
with as much energy as if he was an Her- 
cules, from whom they expected the moſt 
formidable reſiſtance, and half ſhake him 
to death before they deliver him up to the 
ſuperior power. Such was exactly the 
fituation of my unfortunate interpreter. 
| From 
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From the ſudden and abrupt manner in 
which he was hurried away, in the midſt of 
his devotions, the women immediately took 
the alarm, flew in a body to the houſe of 
the conſul, and with ſhrieks and lamenta- 
tions endeavoured to prevail on him to get 
the man excuſed from his journey. The 
immenſe diſtance, and the ill treatment 
which they knew was offered to Jews by 
the Moors, when not under ſome civi- 
lized controul, were certainly ſufficient mo- 
tives for this alarm on the part of the wo- 
men. Upon the conſul's aſſuring them, 
however, that the wife ſhould be taken care 
of, and the huſband ſent back without any 
expence to him on our arrival at Modo 
DORE, Where I was to be furniſhed with 
another interpreter, and upon my promiſing 
to protect the Jew from inſult, and, if he 
behaved well, to reward him for his trou- 
ble, the women immediately diſperſed, and 
returned home apparently ſatisfied. 

When this buſineſs was compleated, the 
conſul furniſhed me with a proper quantity 
of liquors, two days proviſions, a bedſtead 
n by three folding ſtools, for the con- 
veniency 
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veniency of packing it on the mules, with 


proper cooking utenſils, and an oil-ſkin 
caſe to carry my bedding. The whole of iny 
equipage, thereſore, conſiſted of two Negro 
ſoldiers, a Jewiſh interpreter, one ſaddle- 


mule for myſelf, and another for him, two 


| baggage-mules, and a Mooriſh muleteer on 
foot to take care of them. 

On the zoth of September, at three in the 
afternoon, we ſet out on our journey; and 
at ſix the ſame evening arrived at a ſmall 


village about eight miles from TAN GIER, 


named HYN DAL IA, where we flept that 
night. The country through which we 
paſſed, after quitting the neighbourhood of 
TANGIER, was barren and mountainous, 
with ſcarcely any inhabitants ; and it contt- 
nued ſo the whole way to Laracus, only 


a few miſerable hamlets preſenting them 


ſelves occaſionally to our view. The vil- 
lages throughout this empire conſiſt of huts 
rudely conſtrued of ſtones, earth, and 
canes, covered with thatch, and encloſed 
with thick and high hedges. This de- 
ſcription exactly applies to that which re- 


ceived us on the firſt m. of our enper 
dition. 


So 
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So careful had the governor of TANGIER 
been in executing his commiſſion, and ſo at- 
tentive to the accommodation of the perſon 


who was to reſtore health to his royal 
maſter's favourite fon, that upon exatnining | 


my tent it was found ſo full of holes, and 


in every reſpect fo out of order, that I was 


obliged to place.my bed under a hedge, 
and make uſe of my tattered tent as a fide 
covering. 

After ſpending the night in this fingulas 
ſituation, we proceeded on our journey at 
half paſt ſeven in the morning, and in an 


hour after croſſed the river MARHA, which 


was nearly dry; though I was informed 
that after the heavy rains it is deep and 
dangerous to be forded. In a wet ſeaſon, 
when the rivers are ſwelled, travellers are 
frequently detained for ſeveral days upon 
their banks. There are in fact but very few 
bridges in this country, ſo that, except at 


the ſea- ports, where they have boats, there 


is no method of paſſing ſtreams which are 
too deep to be forded, except by ſwimming, 

or by the uſe of rafts. 
At ten we entered a thick and extenſive 
foreſt, named RABE A CLow. From its 
I | ſituation 
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ſituation on a high mountain, from the 
rocky and difficult aſcent, and from the 
diſtant view of the ocean through the 
openings of the trees, this foreſt preſented 
to us an uncommonly wild, romantic, and, 
I may with truth ſay, a ſublime appear- 
ance. From this proſpe&, however, our 
attention was in a great meaſure diverted 
by the miſerable road over which we now 
found we were to paſs, extending for the 
moſt part over ſteep mountains and craggy 
rocks. On this account we were obliged 
to ride very flow, and with the greateſt 
caution. 

At eleven we croſſed btb river, called 
MAchIRA LA CHEF, running at the bot- 
tom of this elevated foreſt, which, though 
the ſeaſon was dry, was rather deep. Here 
the eye was agreeably refreſhed by a fine 
champaigne country, and a good road before 
us. On this we continued until we ar- 
rived at a rivulet with ſome trees growing 
at a ſmall diſtance from its margin. At 
noon I fixed upon the moſt ſhady ſpot -I 
could find, and, agreeably to the Mooriſh | 
faſhion, ſat down a on the graſs 
and dined. 

C- at 
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As the dreſſing of victuals would have 
det us too much on our journey, I al- 
ways made a point of having ſomething. 
prepared the night before to eat cold the 
following day. Such repaſts in freſco were 
agreeable enough, when wholeſome and pa- 
latable water could be procured; but very. 
frequently that was far from being t the caſe. 
In many places it was ſo muddy and of- 
fenſive, that, though extremely thirſty, I 
could not drink it unleſs corrected with 
wine. 

Except in the large tow ns, no proviſions 
could be procured but fowls and eggs; with 
theſe, which I had been before accuſtomed 
to eſteem as delicacies, I now began to be 
fatiated and diſguſted. My uſual ſupper 
upon my route was a cup of ſtrong coffee. 
and a toaſt, which I found much more re- 
freſhing than animal food. Every morn- 
ing I bregkfaſted upon the ſame, and ex- 
perienced the invigorating effects of this 
beverage, by its enabling me to ſupport the 
fatigues of the day. 

After purſuing our courſe for about two 
hours, we arrived at the river LoR1F A, where 
we were detained an hour by the heightof the 

| tide, 
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tide. The uncertainty and unevenneſs of 
the bottom, and the number of large ſtones 
which lie in the channel of this river, ren- 
der it at all times unſafe to be paſſed. This 
circumſtance we very ſenſibly experienced; 
for when the tide permitted us to make the 
attempt, though we had men on foot for 
the purpoſe of guiding our beaſts, ſtill by 
their ſtriking againſt the ſtones, and by 
their ſüdden plunges into deep holes, we 
were continually thrown forward upon their 
necks. : 

Hardineſs and Sexterity' abs,” perhaps, the 
firſt among the few advantages which un- 
civilized nations enjoy. It was amuſing in 
this place to obſerve a number of Moors, 
who were travelling on foot, pull off their 
cloaths, place them commodiouſly on their 
heads, and immediately ſwim acroſs the 
ſtream. | 

In the evening we reached ARrzILLA, 
where, in conſequence. of the ſervice in 
which I was engaged, application was made 
by the ſoldiers to the ALcaipe, or gover- 
nor of the town, to procure me a lodging. 
ARZILLA 1s eleven hours journey, or about 


O 2 thirty 


%. 
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thirty miles diſtant from TAxeiER: for 
the Moors compute diſtances by hours ; 
and as the pace of their mules is at the 
rate of three miles an hour, the length of 
a journey is generally calculated in this 
way with ſufficient accuracy. 

The apartment aſſigned me was a miſera- 
ble room in the caſtle, without any windows, 
and receiving light from a door-way (for 
there was no door) and from three holes in 
the wall about fix inches ſquare. This 
caſtle covers a large ſpace of ground; and 
though it is now in a very ruinous condi- 
tion, appears to have been a building erect- 
ed formerly in a ſuperior ſtile of Mooriſh 
grandeur. 

The town is a ſmall ſea-port upon the 
Atlantic ocean. It was once in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Portugueze, and was at that 
time a place of ſtrength; but through the 
indolence and caprice of the Mooriſh 
princes its fortifications have been fince 
neglected, and its walls are rapidly decaying 
in almoſt every part. The houſes have a 
miſerable appearance, and the inhabitants, 
who confiſt of a few Moors and Jews, live 


m a ſtate of the moſt . Poverty. 


The 
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The reader may form ſome idea of the 
manners of this country, by imagining me 
and my interpreter at one end of the room, 
as above deſcribed, drinking coffee ; and at 
the other, the muleteer and the ſoldiers en- 
Joying themſelves over a large bowl of 
CUSCASOU, which they were devouring 
with all the fervour of an excellent appe- 


tite, and in the primitive faſhion, that is 


with their fingers. This ſpecies of food is 
very common among the Moors. It con- 
fiſts of bits of paſte about the ſize of rice, 
crumbled into an earthen colander, and 
cooked by the ſteam of boiled meat and ve- 
getables. The whole is then put into an 
earthen diſh, and butter and ſpices added to 
it. The diſh is ſerved up in a wooden 


tray, with a cover of palmetto leaves plaited 


Ktegener. 

About an hour after my arrival the go- 
vernor, and ſeveral of the princi ipal Moors, 
paid me a viſit, and brought me, in com- 
pliment to my royal patient, a preſent of 
fruit, eggs, and fowls. After a converſa- 
tion of about half an hour, during which 
many compliments paſſed on both fides, my 

4 | viſitors 
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viſitors wk their leave, and we all retired 
to reſt. 95 : 
As tht ae was . and 3 
adn that a Chriſtian ſurgeon was ar- 
rived in the town, I found myſelf viſited 
very early in the morning by a number of 
patients, whoſe caſes were in general truly 
deplorable. Many of theſe objects were 


afflicted with total blindneſs; white ſwel- 


lings, inveterate chronical rheumatiſms, and 
drophes. It was in vain to aſſure theſe 
unfortunate and. ignorant people that their 
complaints were beyond the reach of me- 
dicine. All I could allege gained not the 
ſmalleſt credit; a Chriſtian doctor, they aſ- 
ſerted, could cure every malady, and re- 
peatedly offered me their hands to feel their 


pulſe; for diſeaſes of every kind in this 


country, it ſeems, are to be diſcovered mere- 
ly by an application to the pulſe. 

From the urgent importunities of my 
patients, who all wiſhed to be attended to 
at the ſame time, I was at firſt at a loſs 


how to proceed; however, I found myſelf 


under the neceſſity of ordering my guards 


to keep off the crowd, and permit one only 


8 to 
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to conſult me at a time. It was truly diſ- 
treſſing to obſerve ſo many objects of real 


miſery before me, without having it in my 


power to adminiſter that relief for which 
they appeared ſo anxious, and which they 
were ſo confident of obtaining. Though 
moſt of their complaints appeared to be in- 
curable, yet had my time permitted I 
ſhould have experienced the moſt heart- felt 
pleaſure in exerting every means in my 


power to alleviate their ſufferings. Cir- 


cumſtanced as I was, I could only recom- 
mend them medicines which would have 
but a temporary effect, and which ſerved 
rather to ſend them away ſatisfied than to 
afford a permanent relief, 

In the mean time the governor had been 
paying attention to the bad condition of 
my tent, and by ordering the worſt parts to 
be cut out, and the reſt to be patched, had 


reduced it ſo much in ſize, that he had 
ſcarcely left room for myſelf and inter- 


preter with difficulty to creep into it. 

At eight o'clock the ſame morning, Oc- 
tober 2d, we began our route for the city 
of LARACHE, about twenty-two miles 

8 from 
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from ARZILLA, and arrived there the ſame 
day about four in the afternoon. Our 
journey thither was principally on the beach, 
ſo that but little occurred which was wor- 
thy of obſervation. Before we could enter 
the town, we were ferried oyer the river 
Luccos, which in this part is about half 
a mile in breadth, and after many beauti- 
ful meanders falls into the ocean at Lay 
RACHE. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, II. 


| Deſeriptim of Las ACHE. — Application from 
a Number of Patients. — Diſeaſes of the 
Country. State of Medical Science in 
"Morocco.—Curious Ruin. — Beauti iful 
Country, —Encampments of the Arabs.— 
| Manners and Cuſtoms of this fingular Peo- 
ple—Oppreſſion of the People. —Inſtances. 
Mode of fiſhing in the Lakes. —Sanc- 
 Fuaries.— Mooriſh Saints.— Anecdotes illuſ- 
trative of this Subject. e from 
MAMORA to SALLEE. 


MMEDIATELY on my arrival at n 
RACHE I was introduced to the Al- 
CAIDE or governor, whom I found to be a 
very handſome black. He ſhewed me great 
attention, and placed me in a very decent 
apartment in the caſtle, which is in a ſtate 
totally different from that of ARZILLA. 
LARACHE formerly belonged to the 
Spaniards ; it has tolerably neat buildings, 
and is of a moderate extent. This city is 
ſituated at the mouth of the river Luccos, 


upon 
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upon an eaſy deſcent to the ſea. The 
agreeable windings of the river, the cluſters 
of date and various other trees irregularly 
_ diſpoſed, and the gentle rifings of the 
ground, have a moſt pictureſque effect; 
which, aided by the reflection that you are 
contemplating the pure works of nature, 
unaſſiſted or undeformed by art, cannot fail 
to inſpire the moſt pleaſing ſenſations. 

The town, though not regularly fortified, 
poſſeſſes one fort and two batteries in good 
repair. The ſtreets are paved, and there is 
a decent market-place with ſtone piazzas, 
This city indeed on the whole exhibits a 
much cleaner and neater appearance than 
any town which I viſited in Barbary, Mo- 

 GODORE excepted, 

At the port veſſels are refitted and ſup- | 
plied with ſtores, though there are no docks | 
nor conveniencies for building large ſhips. 
From the depth and ſecurity of the river 
the emperor 1s induced to lay up his large 
veſſels at LARACHE during the winter ſea- 
| ſon. It indeed is the only port which he 
poſſeſſes that can anſwer that purpoſe. It 
js however probable, that this river 1n pro- 

ceſs 
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ceſs of time will be ſubject to the ſame 
inconvenience as that of TanGIEtR, owing 
to the accumulation of ſand, which already 
has produced a bar at its entrance, of which 
the annual increaſe is very perceptible, . . 


As one of my mules had fallen lame, I 


continued the whole of the following day 


at LARACHE, With a view of exchanging 


him; but to my great mortification was 
not able to ſucceed in the attempt. During 
a great part of the day my room was ſo 
filled with patients that it might with great 
_ propriety be compared to an infirmary, and 
that not one of the leaſt conſiderable, 

The diſeaſes that I obſerved to be moſt 
prevalent, were the hydrocele ; violent in- 
flammations in the eyes, very frequently 
terminating in blindneſs ; the itch, com- 
bined with inveterate leprous affections; 
dropſies, and white ſwellings. I alſo ob- 
ſerved a few intermittent and bilious fevers, 
and frequently complaints of the ſtomach, 
ariſing from indigeſtion, 


The cauſe of the hydrocele ſo fre- 


quently occurring in this country ſeems 
to be in a great meaſure the looſe dreſs 
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of the Moors, and the great relaxation 
which is induced by the warmth of the 


climate *. The ophthalmy, or inflammation 


of the eyes, is evidently occafioned by their 
being expoſed to the reflection of the ſun 
from the houſes, which are ' univerſally 
whitened over. To this inconvenience the 
Moors are more particularly ſubject, from 
their dreſs not being calculated to keep off 
the rays of the ſun, and from no perſon 
being allowed the uſe of an umbrella p. 
the emperor. 

The leprous affection appears to be here- 
ditary, for I was informed that it has been 
frequently traced back from one family to 
another for ſeveral generations, and it has 
all the appearance of being the true leproſy 
of the antients. It breaks out in great 
blotches over the whole body, in ſome few 
forming one continual ſore, which fre- 
quently heals up, and at ſtated times breaks 
out afreſh, but is never thoroughly cured. 


»The medical reader will probably ſee a further cauſe for 
the frequency of this. complaint, in the great indulgence 
which the Moors allow themſelves in certain pleaſures, and 


the application of the warm bath immediately after. 
Durin ng 
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During my reſidence at Morocco, I had 
frequent opportunities of trying a variety of 
remedies for this complaint, but I never 
ſucceeded. further than a temporary cure, 
for upon diſcontinuing the medicines the 
diſeaſe was certain to return. The white 
ſwellings and dropſies probably ariſe from 
poor living; three parts of the people ſel- 
dom having any other kind of proviſion 
than coarſe bread, fruit, and vegetables. 
With reſpect to the ſtate of medical and 
chirurgical knowledge in this country, it is 
very limited indeed. They have, however, 
their practitioners in phyſic, both Moors 


and Jews, who have gone through the form 


of fitting themſelves for the profeſſion, 


which chiefly conſiſts in ſelecting from the 


antient Arabic manuſcripts that remain in 
the country ſome ſimple remedies, which 
they afterwards apply, as well as they are 
able, to various diſtempers. | 
Their methods of treating diſorders are, 
bleeding, cupping, ſcarifying, fomentations, 
and giving internally decoctions of herbs. 
Some are bold enough in the hydrocele to 
let out the water with a lancet; and there 
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are thoſe who even couch for the cataract. 


I never had an opportunity of ſeeing the 


operation of couching performed in Bar- 
bary, but I was introduced to a Moor at 
the city of Mo&6cco;' who told me that he 
had performed i it, and ſhewed me the inſtru- 
ment which he uſed for the purpoſe. This 


was a piece of thick braſs wire, terminating 


gradually at one end in a point not very 
ſharp. 4 

The Moors chiefly depend upon topical 
remedies, and ſeldom make uſe of internal 
medicines. Being ſtrangers to the manner 
in which they are to operate, they ſeem to 
entertain no favourable opinion of their 


efficacy. It is indeed almoſt impoſſible to 


perſuade them that a medicine received 
into the ſtomach can relieve complaints in 
the head or extremities. It is but juſtice, 
however, to add, that I never knew them 
object to any thing that I adminiſtered, 
provided I clearly explained to them the 
manner in which they were to be benefited 
by it. From theſe obſervations, and from 


the frequent recourſe which the Mahome- 


tans have to charms and amulets, it ap- 
5 pears 
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pears that, potwithſtanding their belief in 
predeſtination, they are not averſe to the uſe 
of means for the removal of diſorders. 
Of the number who applied to me for 
e at LARACHE, none appeared to ex- 
hibit the leaſt ſenſe of gratitude except one; 
the reſt behaved as if they thought they did 
me a greater favour by aſking my advice, 
than I conferred on them by giving it. The 
perſon to whom I allude, as being ſo dif- 
ferent in his conduct from the reſt, was an 
old Moor of ſome diſtinction in the place, 


who defired me to come to his houſe and 


viſit a ſick friend, with which requeſt I 
immediately complied. 'The man for this 
trifling attention was ſo uncommontly grate- 
ful, that reflecting on the place where J 
was, and on the treatment I had already 
experienced, I was aſtoniſhed and gratified 
beyond expreſſion. After ſending to my 
apartment a large ſupply of poultry and 


fruit, the uſual preſent of the country, he 


waited on me himſelf, and aſſured me; that 


While he lived he ſhould never forget the | 


favour which I had done him; at the ſame 
time pt upon my making uſe of his 
houſe 
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' houſe as my own. upon my return. As this 


was the principal inſtance of this very ſin- 
gular virtue among the Moors, which I ex- 
perienced during my whole tour in Bar- 
bary, I have thought it my duty to be par- 
ticular in mentioning the circumſtance. 
On the 4th of October, at ſix in the 
morning, we left LARACRHR, and at ten 
the river CLoUGH, a ſmall ſtream. 

At four in the afternoon we came to the 
ruins of a large caſtle, ſaid to have been 
built ſome hundred years ago, by a Moor 
of diſtinction, named Dar CoREsyY, who 
was put to death by the then reigning 
emperor, and his caftle deſtroyed. Moſt 
of the caſtles and other public buildings 
indeed, which I faw in this empire, afforded 
ſtrong marks of having ſuffered more from 
the hands of the tyrant, than from the in- 


juries of time. 


I have already mentioned the ane 
proſpects in the country adjacent to LA- 
RACHE: thoſe in the road from that city 
to MAMORA were not leſs delightful. We 


| travelled among trees of various kinds, ſo, 


agreeably —_— that the place had more 
the 
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the appearance of a park than of an uncul- 
tivated country. We croſſed over plains 
which, without the aid of the huſbandman, 


were rich in verdure; and we had a view of 
lakes which extended many miles in length, 


the ſides of which were lined with Arab 
encampments, and their ſurfaces covered 


with innumerable water-fowl. The fine- 


neſs of the day greatly added to the pleaſure 
I received from theſe variegated ſcenes, 
which are not nen the penall of the 
ableſt artiſt. 

At half paſt four in the afternoon we ar- 
rived at the firſt of theſe lakes, and pitched 
our tent in the centre of one of the n 
ments. 

_ -” encampments are generally at a 
very conſiderable diſtance from the cities 
and towns ; the villages, on the other hand, 
are commonly quite in the vicinity of ſome 
town. The encampment conſiſts of broad 
tents, conſtructed either of the leaves of the 


palmetto, or of camels hair. Some of them 


are ſupported by canes, and others are fixed 
by pegs. The form of an Arab tent is in 
ſome — ſimilar to a tomb, or the kee 
D of 
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of a ſhip reverſed. They are dyed black, 
are broad, and very low. The tent of the 
SHAIK or governor is conſiderably larger 
than any of the others, and is — in a 
conſpicuous part of the camp. Theſe 
camps are named by the Arabs ad 
and the number of tents in them vary ac- 
cording to the proportion of people in the 
tribe or family. Some of the Dounars 
contain only four or five, while others con- 
ſiſt of near a hundred. The camp forms 
either a complete circle or an oblong ſquare, 
but the firſt is more common. The cattle, 
which are left to graze at large in the day, 
are carefully ſecured within the . | 
at night. 9 
In all the camps the tents are cloſed on 
the North ſide, and are quite open on the 
South, by which means they eſcape the 
cold Northerly winds, ſo prevalent in 1 
country during the winter ſeſootn. 
The Arabs who inhabit theſe encamp- 
ments are in many reſpects a very different 
race of people from the Moors who inhabit 
the towns. The latter, from being in 
general more affluent, from their intercourſe 
4 oo 
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with Europeans, and from their different 
education, have introduced luxuries, and im- 
bibed ideas, of which the others are entirely 


ignorant. From their ſtrong family attach- 


ments indeed, as well as from their inve- 


terate prejudices in favour of antient cuſ- 
toms, theſe tribes of Arabs appear to be at 
a vaſt diftance from a ſtate of civilization. 


As this ſingular people aſſociate continually 


in tribes, their marriages are confined to 
their on family; and ſo ſtrict are they in 
the obſervance of this attachment, that they 
will not permit a perſon who is not in ſome 
degree related to them to inhabit the ſame 
camp with themſelves. 

The huſband, wife, and n all ſleep 
in the ſame tent, commonly on a pallet of 
ſheep-ſkins, but ſometimes on the bare 
ground. The children remain with their 

parents till they marry, when the friends of 
cach party are obliged to provide them with 


a tent, a ſtone hand-mill to grind their corn, 


a baſket, a wooden bowl, and two earthen 
diſhes, which conſtitute the whole of their 


furniture. Beſides theſe they have however 
a marriage portion, which conſiſts of a cer» 
D 2 tain 
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tain number of camels, horſes; cows, theep, 


and goats, with a proportionable- quantity 
of wheat and barley: and by gräzing and 


cultivatin g the: neighbouring ground they 


gradually increaſe their ſtock. The Arabs 
have ſeldom more than one wife. A 


women, Who are in general the very op 


ſite to every idea of beauty, do not: like ole | 


who inhabit the towns, conceal their faces 
in the preſence of ſtrangers. 2 


Each camp is under the direction 1 a 


SHAIK, to whom the reſt apply for redreſs 
| whenever they feel themfelves àggrieved. 
is governor is inveſted with the power 

of inflicting any puniſhment which he may 
think proper, ſhort of death. He is ap- 
pointed by the emperor, and is in general 


the Arab who  pofſeifes the greateſt ou” 
perty. . 


As they are generally at a diſtanee from 
any moſque where they can exerciſe theit 


religion, an empty tent is allotted for the pur- 
poſes of worſhip, wh Which is placed in the cen- 


tre of the camp, and ich at the fime time 


ſerves for the nightly abode of _ traveller 
f h 
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= 


who may paſs that way; and thoſe who take 


ſhelter in it are provided with a good fup- 
per, at the « expence of the whole aſſociation. 
Within, this tent all the children afſenble 
before a a large wood fire, Aiden 1 is hate oh 
the outſide, and learn their prayers, which 
are written in Arabic characters on boards, 
and are always hanging up in the tent. 
The learning to read the few prayers, which 
are on theſe boards, and to commit them to 

memory, is the only education to which the 
Arabs in general ever attain. © 


The unſettled turn of theſe people has 


| conferred. upon them the appellation of 
wandering | Arabs. As ſoon as the land 
which, ſurroynds them becomes leſs pro- 


ductive, and their cattle have devoured all 


the paſture, they ſtrike their tents, and move 


on ta ſome more fertile ſpot, t till neceſſity . 


again compels them to retire. I met one 
of theſe tribes upon their march, and ob- 
ſerved, that not only their camels, horſes, 


and mules, but alſo their bulls. and ' cows, 
D 3 were 
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were laden with their tents, im plements of 
agriculture, wives and children, &c. _ 
In the empire of Morocco all landed 
Property, except what is immediately con- 
nected with towns, belongs to the emperor. 
The Arabs, therefore, when they wiſh to 
change their ſituation, are obliged to pro- 
cure a licence from him, or at leaſt from 
the baſhaw of the province, allowing them 
to take poſſeſſion of any particular ſpot of 
ground; and in conſideration of this indul- 
gence they pay the emperor a PO 
35 its produce. 
The treatment which I experienced from | 
theſe people was kind and hoſpitable, be- 
traying no ſigns of that inclination to im- 
poſe upon ſtrangers, which ſo ſtrongly 
marks the character of the inhabitants of 
the towns. As ſoon as my tent was 
pitched, numbers flocked round it, but 
apparently more from curioſity than from 
any intention of offending. On the con- 
trary they appeared.cxceedingly defirous to 
do every thing in their power for my ac- 
commodation. 


The 
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The dreſs of the inen conſiſte ; of a long 0 
coarſe frock, made of undyed wool, which 


is girt about the waiſt, and is called a 


CASHOVE, In addition to this they wear 


the M Alk, which is a piece of ſtuff made 


either of wool, or wool and cotton. This, 
hen they go abroad, they uſe as a cloak, 


throwing it over them in a careleſs man- 


ner, the upper part ſerving to cover their 


head. They wear their hair cut quite cloſe, 
uſe no turban, cap, nor ſtockings, and ſel- 
dom even wear ſlippers. 


r 


ſame, differing only in the mode of putting 


on the CAS HO VR, which is ſo contrived as 
to form a bag on their backs, for the pur- 
poſe of carrying their children; and this 
they are able to do, and perform all the 
drudgery of the family at the ſame time. 
Their hair, which is black, is worn in 
different plaits, and is covered with a hand- 
kerchief tied cloſe to their head. They are 
very fond of gold and ſilver trinkets when 
they can obtain them, and none of them 
are without a number of bead necklaces. 


Their children go quite naked till the age 
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of nine or ten, when they are init 
the drudgery of their patents. 

The mode of living amongſt theſe mega | 
is much the ſame. as that of the Moors in 
towns, cuſcoſou being their principal. diet. 
Befides this, however, they eat camels and 
faxes fleſh, and ſometimes even cats have 
fallen victims to their voracity. They uſe 
barley bread, which is prepared without yeaſt 
or-leaven, and baken in an en _ in 
the ſhape of a cake. 

The nin of the PU, is a ee 
brown, or rather olive- colour. Their fea- 
tures, from their more active life, have ſtren- 
ger expreffion and fewer marks of effemi- 
nacy than thoſe of the Moors in towns. 
Their eyes are black, and their teeth in 
general white and regular. | 

The ill effects of ſtrong family meinden 
and of that narrow and excluſive diſpoſition 
which accompanies them, is ſtrongly mark - 
ed in theſe little ſocieties. Every camp 
beholds its neighbour with deteſtation or 
contempt. Perpetual feuds ariſe between 
the inhabitants of each, and too commonly 
are productive of bloodſhed, and the moſt 
| ec extravagant 
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extravagant outrages. When one of theſe 
unfortunate conteſts. proceeds: to open acts 
of violence, it ſeldom terminates till the em- 
peror has taken a ſhare in the diſpute, Who 
ever is the author, he at leaſt generally de- 
rives advantages from theſe diſſenſions: for, 
independent of the corporal puniſhment 
which he inflicts, he alſo impoſes heavy 
fines upon the contending tribes, which 
proves the moſt effectual e of f pacifying 
the combatants. _. 

Beſides what the peng gains in this 
way, which is frequently: conſiderable, he 
likewiſe receives annually the tenth of every 
article of conſumption which is the produce 
of the country; he alſo ſometimes exacts 


an extraordinary impoſt, anſwering in value 


to about the fortieth part of every article 


they poſſeſs, which is levied for the purpoſe 


of ſupporting his troops. Beſides theſe 
levies, theſe unfortunate people are liable to 
any other exaction which his caprice may 
direct him to impoſe upon them, from a 
plea of pretended or real neceſſity. The 
firſt tax (the tenth) is paid either in 

corn 
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corn and cattle, or in money. I 
Is always paid in corn and cattle; 
The mode practiſed by the emperor for 
| extorting money from his ſubjects is very 
ſimple and expeditious. He ſends orders 
to the baſhaw or governor of the province 
to pay him the ſum he wants within a 
limited time. The  baſhaw immediately 
collects it, and ſometimes double the ſum, 
as a reward to his own induſtry,” from the 
 ALcarpes of the towns and ShATES of 
the encampments in the province which 
he commands. The example of the baſhaw | 
18 not loſt upon theſe officers, who take 
care to compenfate their own trouble with 
equal liberality from the *pockets of the 
fubjects; fo that by means of this chain of 
deſpotiſm, which deſcends from the em- 
peror to the meaneſt officer, the wretched 
| people generally pay about four times the 
taxes which the emperor receives — ſo little 
gainers are arbitrary monarchs by the op- 
preſſion of the public! The exactions in- 
deed have been ſometimes ſo ſevere, that 
the Arabs have poſitively refuſed to ſatisfy 
tte 
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the emperor” s demands, and have obliged 
| Kim to ſend a party of ſoldiers to enforce 
Whenever he is forced to this ex- 
mer the ſoldiers neyer fail to gu! fall 
ſcope to their love of plunder. © 

When a ſtranger flecps in one of theſs 
camps, he reſts in the moſt perfect ſafety ; 
for if he loſes the leaſt article, or is in any 
reſpe& injured, all the Arabs of the camp 
become anſwerable for it. So that a foreigner 
travels with much greater ſecurity under 
the protection of government in this em- 
pire, than among the nations of Tags 
| which are more civilized, 

The lakes in this part of the world fur- 
nich great plenty of water- owl and eels. 
The manner of catching the latter being in 
ſome degree curious, I ſhall treſpaſs upon 
the reader's patience while I _— to 

give ſome account of it. 
A A fort of ſkiff, about fix feet * und 
two broad, is formed of bundles of - reeds 
and ruſhes, rudely joined together, leaving 
only ſufficient room to contain one man. 
The ſkiff gradually narrows off towards the 
head, where it terminates in a point, which 
| 10 
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d bent upwards in a manner ſimilar to the 
un al a ſcate . It is guided apd mat 
entirely by one long poles and from its 


Hghtneſs is capable ef very quick motion. 


For the immediate purpoſe of taking the | 


_ eels, a number of ſtrong canes: are. fixed 
together, with a barbed: iron in each, and 


wich this inſtrument; as ſoon as the cels 
ate obſerved in the water, the man imme - 
diately ftrikes at them with great e 
and HY. with ſucceſs. 77 0217 4 

Almeſt the whole. anna. tha | 
Arabs conſiſts. in -the. tillage of the ground 
adjacent to their camps, and in the:graging 


. of their cattle. The grounds ata. diſtance 
from the lakes, hy the burning of. the ſtub- 


ble in the autumn, and a flight turning up 
af the earth with a wooden plough-ſhare, 
produce good crops of barley and wheat; 
and by theſe means the Arabs procure not 
only ſufficient for their conſumption, but 
are even enabled to bring a part far ſale 
to the neighbouring markets. Near the 


marſhes and lakes their flocks and herds 


find à very rich paſture, which, from the 
wer of every 1 pecies which I obſerved, 
added 


4 TOUR TO'MOROCCO, &. uy 


added in a ſmall degree to the beauty of 


a romantic ſcene. 

- With reſpect to their markets, they Have 
ſpots of ground fixed upon for that pur- 
poſe within a few hours ride of their habi- 
tations; where once a week all the neigh« 
bouting Arabs tranſport their cattle, poultry, 
fruity and corn, to be diſpoſed of, and ſome- 
tires meet with a good ſale from the 
Mooriſh merchants, who come from the 
town to purchaſe cattle and grain. 
Were the emperor to allow a free expor- 
tation of corn, with moderate duties, and 
to permit the people to enjoy what they 
earn, exacting only the tax allowed him by 
the Koran, of a tenth on each article, his 
ſubjects would ſoon become very rich, and 
his own revenue would be trebly increaſed. 
The ſoil is ſo fertile, that every grain is 


computed to produce an hundred fold; but, 


owing to the want of a greater demand for 
this article, the Arabs ſow little more them 
is neeeffary for their own uſe. 


The only guards of theſe rude müde 


a tions both againſt thieves and wild beaſts, 
are dogs of a * large and fierce fpecies, 
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If theſe animals perceive a ſtranger ap- 
proach the camp, they furiouſly iſſue in a 
body againſt him, and would probably tear 
him to pieces, were they not reſtrained, and 
called off by their owners. Through the 
whole of the night they keep up an inceſ- 
ſant and melancholy barking and howling, | 
which, though doubtleſs very uſeful, in 

keeping their maſters upon the watch, and 
frightening away.wild beaſts, yet is a moſt 
unwelcome ſerenade to the weary traveller. 
On the 5th October, between five. and 
ſix in the morning, we quitted the habita- 
tions of theſe hoſpitable Arabs, and travel - 
led on to Mamora, where we arrived 
about ſix the ſame evening. The greater 
part of this day's journey afforded us a 
continuation of nearly the ſame appearances 
with that of the preceding day. 

As we approached the town, we obſerved 
on each fide of the lakes ſeveral ſanctuaries 
of Mooriſh ſaints. Theſe ſanctuaries are 
ſtone buildings of about ten yards ſquare, 
whitened over, with a cupola at the top, 
containing in them the body of the faint. 
A veneration for perſons of eminent ſanc- 
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appears as little — to this . of 
ſuperſtition as moſt with which we are ac- 
quainted, as it ſo tenaciouſly inſiſts on the 
unity of God, and ſo ſtrictly inhibits all 


creatures — from participating in the 


honours which are due only to the Deity. 
Some degree of idolatry, however, will pre- 


vail in every rude nation. When, there- 


fore, a Mahometan ſaint dies, he is buried 
with the utmoſt ſolemnity, and a chapel is 
erected over his grave, which place after- 
wards becomes more ſacred than even the 
moſques themſelves. 

If the moſt atrocious criminal takes re- 
fuge i in one of theſe chapels, or ſanctuaries, 
his perſon is ſecure. The emperor himſelf, 
who rarely ſcruples to employ any means 
Whatever that may ſerve to accompliſh his 
purpoſe, ſeldom violates. the privilege of 
theſe places. When a Moor is oppreſſed 
by any mental or bodily affliction, he applies 
to the neareſt ſanctuary, and afterwards re- 
turns home with his mind calm and. com- 


forted, expecting to derive {ome conſidera- 


ble 
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ble benefit from the prayers which he has 
offered there: and in all 3 _ * 
finQuary i is the aſt reſort. - 

Saints in Barbary are of two FOR The 
Arſt are thoſe who by frequent ablutions, 
prayers, and other acts of devotion, have 
2<quired an extraordinary reputation for 
piety. Too many of theſe are artful hypo- 
crites, who under the maſk of religion 
practiſe the moſt flagrant immoralities. 
There are, however, inſtances of ſome 
among them, whoſe practices accord in 
general with their profeſſion, and who make 
it their buſineſs to attend upon the ſick, 
and aſſiſt the neceſſitous and ' unhappy. 
From fuch as theſe the ſevere ſpirit of 

philoſophy itſelf will ſcarcely: W re- 
ſpect and veneration. 

Idiots and madmen form the Gonnd clafs 
of faints. In every ſtate of ſociety, indeed, 
an opinion has been prevalent, that perſons 
. afflicted with theſe mental complaints were 
under the influence of ſuperior powers. 
The oracles and prophets of the heathen 
world derived their celebrity from this cir- 
cumſtance; and even among the lower 

= claſſes 
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claſſes in our own country we frequently | 


have to encounter a ſimilar prejudice. In 


conformity, therefore, with theſe notions, ſo 


natural to uncultivated man, the Moors 
conſider theſe unhappy perſons as being un- 
der the ſpecial protection of Heaven, and 
divinely inſpired. Superſtition here, as per- 
haps in ſome other inſtances, becomes ad- 
mirably ſubſervient to humanity and cha- 
rity. In conſequence of this prejudice, the 
moſt friendleſs and unprotected race of mor- 
tals find friends and protectors in the popu- 
lace themſelves. They are fed and cloathed 
gratis wherever they wander, and are ſome- 
times loaded with preſents. A Moor might 
with as much ſafety offer an inſult to the 


emperor himſelf, as attempt by any ſeverity 


to reſtrain even the ane of theſe 
reputed prophets, | 
It muſt not however be diſſembled, 2ohat 
opinions which have not their baſis in rea- 
ſon and philoſophy are ſeldom found to 
© perate uniformly for the advanta ge of fo- 
ciety.. Independent of the wide ſcope 
which theſe ſuperſtitious notions afford to 
bypoeridy, numberleſs are the evils with 
ret „ which 
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which they are attended, ſince Whatever 
miſchief theſe: ſuppoſed miniſters of heaven 


may perpetrate, their perſons are always 


ſacred. It is not Jong ſince there Was a 
faint at Morocco, whole: conſtant amuſe - 
ment was to wound and kill whatever pere 


ons unfortunately fell in his way ; yet, in 


ſpite of the many fatal conſequences from 


his inſanity, he was ſtill ſuffered to go at 


large. Such was the malignity of his diſ- 
poſition, that while he was in the very act 
of prayer he would watch for an opportu- 
nity. to throw his roſary round the neck of 
ſome perſon within his reach, with an in- 
tent to ſtrangle him. While I reſided at 
Morocco, I ſenſibly experienced the incon- 
venience of coming within the vicinity 
of theſe ſaints, as they ſeemed to take a 


particular pleaſure in inſuling, eng er- 


ing: Chriſtians. 188 

Beſides theſe, I may nag . 
head,.of ſaints, or - prophets, 'ithe MARA- 
BOUTS,: 2 Claſs. of, impoſtors Who pre- 
tend to ſkill in magie, andi,ate highly 
eſteemed, by the natives. They lead an in- 
m life, are ths Venders of ſpells and 
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chaine and live by the ciedulity of the 
populace. © 

There is alſo : among theſe people a ſet of 
itinerant mountaineers, who pretend to be 
the favourites of the prophet Mahomet, and 
that no kind of venomous creature can 
hart them. But the moſt ſingular of this 
claſs are the S$1Di Nas1R, or ſnake-eaters; 
who exhibit in public upon market - days, 
and entertain the crowd by eating live 
ſnakes, and performing juggling decep- 
tions. I was once preſent at this ſtrange 
ſpecies of amuſement, and ſaw a man, in 
the courſe of two hours, eat a living ſer- 
pent of four feet in length. He danced to 
the ſound of wild muſic, vocal and inſtru- 
mental, with a variety of odd geſtures and 


contortions, ſeveral times round the circle 


formed by the ſpectators. He then began 
his attack upon the tail, after he had re- 


Cited a ſhort prayer, in which he was joined 


by the multitude. This ceremony was re- 
peated at intervals, till he had MI. de- 
voured the ſnake. 

Thus far by way of dgrelfon 1 now 


return to the courſe of my narrative. Early 
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in the evening of the ;5th- we arrived: 3 at 
MamoRa, which is diſtant about ſixty-four 
miles from LARACHE. It is ſituated upon 
a hill near the mouth of the river SA BOR, 
the waters of which, gradually widening in 
their courſe, fall into the Atlantic at this 
place, and form a harbour for ſmall. veſ- 
fels. 
| Manora, like the generality . of the 
Mooriſh towns through which I paſted, 
contains little worthy of obſervation. While 
it was in the poſſeſſion of the Portugueze 
it was. encompaſſed by a double wall, which 
ſtill remains ; it had alſo other fortifications, 
| which are deſtroyed. At preſent it poſ- 
ſeſſes only a ſmall fort on the ſea- ſide. 

The fertile paſtures, the extenſive waters 
and plantations which we paſſed in our 
way hither, have already been remarked. 
The vicinity of MAMORA 1s equally en- 
chanting. What a delightful reſidence 
would it be, if the country had not the mis- 
fortune to groan under an arbitrary and op- 
preſſive government! | 

In the morning, between eight and nine, 
we mounted our mules, leaving MAaMoR "I 


8 | and 


0 


A TOUR TO MOROCCO, S 53 


and directing our courſe towards SALLEE, 
where we arrived between one and two at 
noon, after having travelled over a ſpace of 
about fifteen miles. The road between, 
MamMoRA and SALLEE is in excellent or- 
der, and tolerably pleaſant. It extends 
along a vale, towards which the hills gently 
flope on each fide. 

Within a quarter of a FY of SALLEE 
we arrived at an aqueduct, which the na- 
tives aſſert to have been built many years 
ago by the Moors; but from its ſtyle, and 

| ſtriking marks of antiquity, it bears more 
the reſemblance of a piece of Roman ar- 
chitecture. Its walls, which are remarka- 

| bly thick and high, extend in length for 
about half a mile, and have three ſtupen- 
dous arch-ways opening to the road, through 
one of which we paſſed on our way to 
SALLEE. Although time has laid its de- 
ſtructive hand in ſome degree on this an- 

cient piece of architecture, yet it ſtill ſerves 
the purpoſe of ſupplying the town of 
SALLEE With excellent water. 
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CHAP, III. 


Deſeription of SAL LEE,—Piracies—Brutat | 
Conduct of a Muleteer.— Handſome Beba. 


viour of the French Conſul. Deſcription 


of RABAT.— Journey from RABAT 7 
MocopoRE.— Violent Storm. — Ruins of 
FADALA.— Dax BEVDA AZAMORE. 
— Melancholy Anecdete of an Engliſh Sur- 


geon. — MAZAGAN. — DYN MrDINA 


RABRA.— SAT PI. General State of fo 
i Come ee V MoGoDoRE. 


\ HE name of SALLEE is famous 
in hiſtory, and has decorated many 
2 well-told tale. - Thoſe piratical veſſels 


which were fitted out from this port, and 


which were known by the name of Sallee 


rovers, were long the terror of the mercan- 


tile world. Equally dreaded for their va= 


| lour and their cruelty, the adventurers who 


Payigated theſe ſwift and formidable veſſels 
depopulated | 
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de populated the ocean, and even dared 
fometimes to extend their devaſtations to 
the Chriſtian: coaſts. As plunder was their 
ſole aim, in the acquiſition of it nothing 


| impeded their career. Human life was of* 


no value in their eſtimation; or if it was 
ſometimes ſpared, it was not through any 
ſentiment of juſtice or compaſſion; but only 
that 'it might be protracted in 'the moſt 
wretched of ſituations, as the hopeleſs ſlave 
to the luxury and caprice of a fellow mor- 


tal. The town of SALLEE in its preſent 


ſtate, though large, preſents nothing worthy 
the obſervation of the traveller, except a 
battery of twenty- four pieces of cannon 
fronting the ſea, and a redoubt at the en- 
trance of the river, which is about a quar- 
ter of a mile broad, and ee eee 
miles into the interior country. 

On the fide oppoſite to AIR 1s ar- 


ated the town of RaBAT, which formerly 


partook equally with SALLEE in its pira- 
tical depredations, and was generally con- 


founded with it. While SALLEE and RA- 

BAT were thus formidable, they were what 

might be termed independent ſtates, paying 
3 only 
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only a very ſmall tribute to the emperor, 
and barely acknowledging: him for their ſo- 


vereign. This ſtate of independence un- 
doubtedly gave uncommon vigour to their 


piratical exertions. F ew will take much 


paains, or encounter great riſks for the ac- 
quiſition of wealth, without the certainty 


of enjoying it unmoleſted. The late em- 
peror, $iv1 MARHOMET, however, when 


prince, ſubdued theſe towns, and annexed 


them to the empire. This was a mortal 
blow to their piracies; for when thoſe 
deſperate mariners felt the uncertainty of 
poſſeſſing any length of time their captures, 
they no longer became ſolicitous to acquire 


them; and at length, when the man who 


had deprived them of their privileges be- 
came emperor, he put a total ſtop to their 
depredations, by declarin g himſelf at peace 
with all- Europe. Since that period the. 


entrance of the river has been ſo gradually 


filling up with ſand waſhed in by the ſea, 
that was it poſſible for theſe people to re- 
cover their independence, it would incapa- 
citate them for carrying on their piracies to 
their former extent. 


Having 


A TOUR TO.MOROCCO, G 5 


Having a letter of recommendation to 
Mr. Dr Rocutx, the French conſul-gene- 
ral, I was ferried over the river toRaBar, 
where he reſides, and met with a very po- 
lite reception. Upon landing my baggage 


a very warm diſpute aroſe between the mu- 


leteer and my interpreter, concerning the 
method of packing it on the mules again, 


for the purpoſe of carrying it to the conſul's 


houſe. Both parties appeared ſo very ſtre- 
nuous in their cauſe, that neither of them 
paid any attention to my interference ; and 
it was at length carried to ſuch exceſs, that 
the muleteer ſtruck my interpreter. Upon 
ſeeing this, I could no longer remain a filent 
ſpectator, and I have reaſon to fear my 


warmth was almoſt as intemperate as that 


of the diſputants. The blow was given in 
ſo brutal a manner, that I could with dif- 


ficulty reſtrain myſelf from immediately re- 


turning it. It was fortunate, however, that 
I ſtill poſſeſſed fufficient coolneſs to reflect 
on the impropriety of ſuch a proceeding, 
and I directed one of. my Mooriſh ſoldiers 
to puniſh: the muleteer. By means of long 
leather ſtraps which he always carried about 


him, 
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him, my Negro deputy performed his part 
ſo well on the back of the delinquent, 
that he was ſoon glad to fall on his knees, 
and intreat a pardon both from myſelf and 
the interpreter. | I was more deſirous of 
puniſhing this inſult for the ſake of eſta- 
bliſhing my authority and conſequence with 
the ſoldiers, than from an intention of re- 
venging the cauſe of the Jew, for I could 
not find out which of the diſputants was 
in the wrong; but as my attendants had on 
two or three former occaſions ſhewn a diſ- 
paſition to be troubleſome, and as ſo glaring 
an indignity was offered to the perſon who 
looked up to me for protection, I was de- 
termined to avail myſelf of this opportu- 
nity of convincing them that it was their 
duty to pay me every attention. ES. 
Mr. DR RocueR, who reſides in an ex- 
cellent houſe built at the expence of his 
court, and who is the only European in the 
place, has happlly 'blended original Engliſh 
hoſpitality with that eaſy politeneſs which 
characterizes his own nation. He gave me 
ſo prefſing an invitation to ſpend another 
day with him, that though anxious to make 
an 
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an end of my journey, I could not ag hs | 


urgent ſolicitations. 


»The town of RaBarT, whoſe allyl en- a 
cloſe a large ſpace of ground, is:defended' 
on the ſea-fide by three forts tolerably well 


finiſhed, which were ere&ed ſome little 


time ago by an Engliſh renegado, and fur- 
niſhed with guns from Gibraltar. The 
houſes in general are good, and many of the 
inhabitants are wealthy. The Jews, WhO 


are very numerous in this place, are gene- 
rally in better circumſtances than thoſe of 


LARACHE or TANGIER, and their women 


are by far more beautiful than at any other 


town which I ſaw in this empire. I was 
introduced to one family in particular, where, 


out of eight ſiſters, nature had been fo la- 


viſh to them all, that I felt myſelf at a loſs 


to determine which was the handſomeſt. A 


combination of regular features, clearneſs of 
complexion, and expreſſive black eyes, gave 
them a diſtinguiſhed pre- eminence over 
their nation in gencral; and their perſons, 


though not improved by the advantages 


which the ee ladies derive from 


dreſs, 
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dreſs, were n replete with grace and ele- 
gance. | 

The caſtle, which is very extenſive, « con- 
tains a ſtrong building, formerly uſed by the 
late emperor as his principal treaſury, and 
a noble terrace, which commands an exten 
ſive proſpect of the town of SALLEE, the 
ocean, and all the neighbouring country. 


There are alſo the ruins of another caſtle, 


which is ſaid to have been built by JacosB 


Ar MoNZz OR, one of their former emperors, 


and of which at preſent very little remains 
but its walls, containing within them ſome 


very ſtrong magazines for powder and naval. 


ſtores. On the outſide of theſe walls is a. 
very high and ſquare tower, handſomely 
built of cut ſtone, and called the tower of 
HAss EN. From the workmanſhip of this 


tower, contraſted with the other buildings, 


a very accurate idea may be formed how 


greatly the Moors have degenerated from 


their former ſplendour and taſte for archi- 


tecture. 

In the evening the conſul at me 
to StD MOoHAMET EFFEND!, the late 
emperor's prime miniſter, who was at 

RaBaAT, 
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RABAT, on his way to TANGI XR. I 


found him a well- bred man, and he received 
me very graciouſly. After ſome converſa- 
tion on the purpoſe, of my journey, he de- 
fired, I would feel his pulſe, and acquaint 
him whether or not he was in health. 
Upon aſſuring him that he was perfectly 
well, he expreſſed in ſtrong terms the obli- 
gation I had conferred upon him by ſuch 
agreeable information; and having wiſhed 
me ſucceſs in my journey and nnn 
we mutually took our leave. | 

I availed myſelf of my delay at RARAT 
to get the lame mule changed, and directed 
my Negro ſoldiers to arrange our affairs in 
ſuch a manner that we might leave the 
place early the next morning. Mr. Dr 
RocHneR, in addition to the kindneſs I had 
already experienced, ordered a quantity of 
bread, which at this place is remarkably 
good, to be packed up for my uſe, as well 
as a proportionable ſhare of cold meat, and 
as much wine as we could conveniently 


carry with us. This ſeaſonable ſupply laſted 
me three e and gave me time to recover 


in 
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in ſome degree 19 former reliſh for fowls 
and eggs. 

Though 1 malt babes that the 
attention and comforts which 1 experienced 
during my ſhort ſtay at RABATT proved a 
great relief, after the inconveniences I had 
undergone in travelling thither, yet on the 
whole, I perhaps ſuffered more from the 
idea' of having ſimilar inconveniences to 
thoſe I had already experienced till to en- 
counter, without a proſpect of a ſimilar al- 
leviation, than if I had continued the whole 
journey in an uninterrupted ſtate. The 
conſideration that I was to paſs day after 
day through a country where there is little 
to amuſe the eye; that I had no compa- 
nion with whom I could converſe, or to 
whom I could communicate my ſentiments; 
and that I was to travel the whole day at 
the tedious pace of three miles an hour, 
and at a ſeaſon of the year when the cold- 
neſs of the mornings and evenings were a 
very indifferent preparation for the heats 
which ſucceeded: in the middle of the day, 
ts preſſed ſo ſtrongly upon my mind, 

that 
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that I muſt confeſs I could not help expe> 
riencing a con ſiderable eden of {ſpirits at 
the idea of leaving RAB AK. 

In; eanſequence. of the 2 of my 
attendants; my baggage was: not completely 
packed up on the 8th till between ten and 

eleven in the morning, When I left the hoſ- 
pitable roof of Mr. DR Rocuzs, and pro- 
ceeded on my journey for DAR BE YDA, 
the next town which offered abel. on r 
way to Modopo RER. 

With all the inconveniences which 1 bad 
hitherto experienced, I had reaſon: to think 
myſelf very fortunate in having ſuch fine 
weather; for this was the ſeaſon when the 
heavy rains uſually come on, and when 
a ſhower of half an hour's continuance 
would wet more than the rain of a whole 
day in England. Dry weather had accom- 
panied us the whole of the road from 
TANOGIER to RABAT, and the heat from 
the hours of eleven to three was violent; 
but, as I have juſt; before obſerved, previ- 
ous. to, and after thoſe hours, the air was un- 
common cool. As an alleviation to the 
great heat, we found. the water-melons and 

pomegranates 
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pomegranates between RABATT and Mo- 
GoDokE of a moſt delicious flavour, and 
of particular uſe in allaying the exceſſive 
thirſt, and removing the fatigue we expe- 
rienced from the journey. Theſe fruits 
grow common in the open ground, and we 
only paid two blanquils, or three-pence 
Engliſh a- piece, for water-melons, which 
were ſufficiently large to ſerve half a dozen 
people. I could not help obſerving how 
provident nature has been, in granting in 
ſuch plenty, fruits ſo.well calculated for 
the natives of warm climates, Indeed, 
many of the poor in this country have 
ſcarcely any other men chan an wal 
bead. |: 

At the time e of our ee che pt 
ance in the atmoſphere promiſed us a con- 
tinuance of the ſame fine weather We had 
hitherto experienced; and it continued ſo 
till we had paſſed three ſmall ſtreams, 
which the Moors name the HI TcUMB, 
SuxxRAT, and BoRNICA, - Theſe, after 
the heavy rains have fallen, ſwell out into 
deep and rapid riuers, and are frequently 
rendered totally impaſſable, except in boats 


or 
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or on rafts. About five in the evening; 
however, very heavy and black clouds be- 
gan to aſſemble, and very ſhortly after fol- 
lowed a moſt. ſevere ſtorm. It was a 
dreadful union of wind, hail, rain, thunder, 
and lightning. From darkneſs approaching 
faſt upon us, we became very anxious to 
find out a place of ſafety where we might 
pitch our tent, and for that purpoſe ſpurred 
our beaſts; but no excitement from the 
ſpur or whip could induce them to face the 
ſtorm, and we were obliged to wait a full 
hour in a ſtate of inactivity, till its violence 
was over. We then puſhed on till we ar- 
rived at a couple of Arab tents, pitched in 
an open country: bad as this ſituation was, 
we however rejoiced in being able to fix 
our tent for the mags even in this unſo- 
ciable ſpot. 

On the hs of Cialis, it b hating ning 
the whole night, we were detained till be- 
tween ten and eleven in the morning in 
drying the tent, which, from its being quite 
wet, was become too heavy for the mules to 
carry with the other baggage ; we then pur- 
ſued our journey, and at twelve arrived at 

a 5 3 the 
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the ruins of MRNSOORIA. There was 
formerly a caſtle on this ſpot, which from 
the extent of its walls, and a ſquare tower 
which form the whole of the ruins, appears 
to have been a very large building. My 
ſoldiers informed me, that it had been the 
reſidence of a prince who was in oppoſition | 
to his ſovereign, and who was obliged to 
deſert it. The building was deſtroyed by 
the then reigning emperor, and the inter- 
mediate ground is now inhabited by a few 
Negroes, living in ſmall huts, who were 
baniſhed thither for having on ſome occa- 
ſion incurred the diſpleaſure of the late 
emperor. In an arbitrary country, where 
the poſſeſſion of the throne depends more 
on the will of the ſoldiers than on the 
rights of ſucceſſion, the deſpot conſiders 
that caſtles may prove rather places of ſe- 
curity for his opponents, than of any great 
utility to himſelf; he therefore either ſuf- 
fers them to decay, or deſtroys them en- 
tirely, according to the dictates of his ca- 
price. Indeed every town through which 


I paſſed in the empire affords ſtriking 
. of the truth of this aſſertion. 


Soon 
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Soon after our leaving MEnso00R1a we 


came up to FADALA, having forded in our 
way the river INnFErIc. FADALA, whilſt 
its ruins exiſt, will be a laſting monu- 
ment of the late emperor's caprice. It 
conſiſts of the ſhell of a town, began by 
him in the early part of his reign, but ne- 
ver finiſhed. It is encloſed within a ſquare 
wall, and is furniſhed with a moſque (the 
only building that was compleated) for the 
uſe of the inhabitants, who, like thoſe of 
MensooRI1A, live in huts in the interme- 
diate ground. To the right of Fa DAL A 
we obſerved a ſmall but apparently neat 
palace, which my attendants informed me 
was built by the late emperor for his occa- 


ſional uſe, when buſineſs led him to travel 


that way. 

The remainder of our journey to Dax 
BEV DA, where we arrived about fix in the 
evening, afforded nothing remarkable, ex- 
cepting that we paſſed over a double bridge, 
which is the only piece of architecture of 


the kind that I ſaw in the country. It is 


the work of the late emperor, and is built 


of ſtone. The country between Ra 
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and Dax BEYDA, a diftance of about 
forty- four miles, is one continuation of 
barrenneſs and rock. 1 
Dax Brypa is a ſmall ae ef r 
little importance; it poſſeſſes, however, a 
bay which admits veſſels of pretty conſide- 
rable burthen to anchor in it with tolera- 
ble ſafety, except when the wind blows 
hard at north-weſt, and then they are lia- 
ble to be driven on ſnore. Upon my ar- 
rival, I was immediately introduced to the 
governor, who was then in the audience- 
chamber, attending to the complaints of 
the inhabitants. After offering me his ſer- 
vices, and begging my acceptance of a feu 
fowls, he ſoon left us in the poſſeſſion of 
the room, where we flept that night. 
On the 1oth of October we. departed 
for AZAMORE, about. fifty-fix miles diſ- 
tant, between ſeven and eight in the morn- 
ing; and after a journey of two days came 
up to the MorBEYA, at the mouth and 
_ fouthern fide of which is fituated Az a- 
MORE...» The river is ſo wide and deep 
here, that it is neceſſary to be ferried over, 
and a large boat is continually * 
for chat Pg £7 


We 
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We had no fooner got all our baggage; 
our mules, and ourſelves into the boat, and 
were ready to row off, than a moſt violent 
difpute aroſe. between my Negro ſoldiers 
and the ferry-men. As it was no new Cir- 
cumſtance to me to be a witneſs to theſe 
altercations, I remained very quietly in 
the boat till I obferved that one of the 
ferry-men was putting eyery thing on ſhore 
again, whilſt another was collaring one of 
the foldiers. In fact, matters were pro- 
ceeding to ſuch extremities, that I thought 

it was full time to interfere. Ws 
Upon enquiry, I was informed that the 
proprietor of the. ferry farmed the river 
trom the emperor, and that in conſequence 
of it he was allowed all the perquiſites of 
the ferry ; that my ſoldiers inſiſted that as 
J was: in the emperor's ſervice, it was the 
duty of the people to ferry me, my bag- 
gage, &c. over the river, without receiving 
any reward for their trouble. Which of 
the two were in the right I could not pre- 
tend to determine; but I was very glad to 
end the diſpute, by paying the uſual de- 
mand. After a few curſes on both fides, 
| Ty the 
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the baggage and mules were replaced in 
the boat, and we were ferried over to 
AZAMORE. 

In a country where arts and ſciences are 
totally neglected, and where the hand of 
deſpotiſm has deſtroyed public ſpirit, and 
depreſſed all private exertion, it is obvious, 

that conſiderable tracts muſt occur which 

are productive of nothing deſerving of no- 
tice. This was preciſely the caſe in my 
journey from DAR BEV DA to AZAMORE, 
which preſented to our view one continued 
chain of rocks and barrenneſs, unpleaſant 
and fatiguing roads, without any one object 
to vary the ſcene, or to intereſt curioſity. 

AZAMORE is a ſea- port town ori the 
Atlantic ocean, ſituated at the mouth of the 
MokBE VA; and though a large place, is 
neither ornamented with public buildings, 
nor has any thing remarkable in its hiſtory 
or ſituation. 

In compliance with the particular requeſt 
of one of my ſoldiers, whoſe near relations 
reſide at Az AMORE, I continued here the 
remainder of the day, and was lodged in a 
room of a ei houſe, which was ſe⸗ 
cluded 
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cue from the family. Soon after my 
arrival I was viſited by a Jew in an Euro- 
pean dreſs, who had formerly lived with 
one of the Engliſh conſuls, and who ſpoke 
the Engliſh language with tolerable flu- 
ency. He took me to his houſe, and 
there received me with great hoſpitality, 
inſiſting on my dining with him, and mak- 
ing uſe of his houſe as my own. After 
dinner he ſhewed me the different parts of 
the town; and in the courſe of our conver- 
ſation requeſted me to be particularly cau- 
tious how IJ conducted myſelf with the 
prince whom I was going to attend; ob- 
ferving, that the Moors were extremely 
fickle, and their conduct governed merely 
by the caprice of the moment. To enforce 
this caution he related to me a ſtory, from 
which I learned that an European ſurgeon 
had, at ſome former period, attended a 
prince of Morocco, who, neglecting his ad- 
vice when under his care, had increaſed his 
malady ; that this circumſtance ſo alarmed 
the prince that he ſent for the ſurgeon, 
and upon his appearance produced a piſtol, 
The unfortunate man, alarmed and diſ- 
| F 4 treſſed 
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treſſed by fuch unworthy treatment, haſtily 
withdrew,:and' in a ſhort time . an _ 
to his exiſten cee. bh nog. 
On the 1 zth of Odoben, Mis winds 
heads of my Jewith acquaintance, and my 
ſoldiers of their friends, ve ſet off at eight 
in the morning for the town of Sarp1; 
where we arrived on the evening of tha 
15th, after a journey of about fifty ſeven 
miles. The country we paſſed through 
was rocky and barren, producing ſcarcely. a 
tree, or indeed any verdure whatever. 
Soon after leaving AZaMoRE; the town 
of Mazacan preſented itſelf to our view 
to the right. This place: was taken a 
few: years ſince by the late emperor. from 
the Portugueze; a conqueſt of which his 
Mooriſh majeſty made a very pompous 
boaſt, though it is well known that the 
Portugueze, from the great inconvenience 
and expence of keeping up the. garriſon, 
without deriving any material advantage 
from it, had come to a reſolution to evacu- 
ate it before the emperor's attack, and for 
that purpoſe had actually began to embark 
their goods and property. As, however, 
| 8" 1 
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the emperor Was determ ined to exhibit 
ſome ſpecimen of his military proweſs and 
addreſs, this circumſtance did not deter 
him from commencing a regular ſiege. A 
magazine for military ſtores (which may 
be ſeen from the road) was raiſed with the 
utmoſt expedition, and the attack was car- 
ried on with all the vigour and ability 
which his 'Mooriſh majeſty was capable 
of exerting. ' The Portugueze defended the 
town no longer than was neceflary to allow 
time to carry away their effects and valu- 
ables; it was then ſurrendered, or more 
properly, abandoned, to the Moors. 

On the day of our arrival at Sa FI we 
paſſed by the ruins of a town, which was 
once large and conſiderable. It was built 
by a former emperor, named Mul EY Ocom 
Mows0R, and is now called by the name of 
DyN Mepina RaBza. Its only remains 
at preſent are remarkably thick and ex- 
tenſive walls, which incloſe gardens and 
huts, inhabited by diſbanded Negro ſol- 
dieses . 33 
Say is a ſea- port town, ſituated at the 

bottom of a ſteep and high mountain. It 
is 


, 


X. TOUR TO MOROCCO, &. 


is a ſmall place, and is only remarkable for 
a neat palace, which is the occaſional reſi» 
dence of the emperor's ſons, and a ſmall 
fort at a little diſtance to the north of the 
town. Its vicinity is a mixture of moun- 
tains and woods, which gives it a wild and 
truly romantic appearance. SI carried 
on a conſiderable commerce with Europe, 
before the late emperor obliged the Euro- 
pean merchants to reſide at MoGoDoRE. 
It affords a ſafe road for ſhipping, except 
when the wind blows hard at Weſt, and 
then they are ſubject to be driven on 
ſhore. | | | dr pr igcy; 
During my reſidence in this town I took 
up my quarters at a Jewiſh houſe, and was 
viſited by two Moors who had been in Lon- 
don, and could ſpeak a little of the Engliſh 
language. Among other marks of atten- 
tion, they contrived to procure, unknown 
to me, a chair and a ſmall table, articles 
which I had not ſeen ſince I left Tan- 
GIER, except at the French conſul's houſe, 
as the Moors never make uſe of either, 
At eight in the morning of the 16th we 
{et off for Moc opORR, a journey of about 


ſixty 
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ſixty miles, which we png in two 
days. | 
Soon after leaving sarri we paſſed over 


a very high and dangerous mountain. The 


rocky, ſteep, and rugged path, which was 
only broad enough to allow one mule to 
paſs at a time, and the perpendicular preci- 
pice which hung over the ſea, filled our 
minds with a ſenſe of terror and awe, which 
no pen can deſcribe. Our mules, however, 
accuſtomed to this mode of travelling, car- 
ried us with the moſt perfect ſafety over 
parts where, with European horſes, we 

ſhould probably have been daſhed to pieces. 
From this mountain we in a ſhort time 


entered a foreſt of dwarf oaks, which is 


about ſix miles in length, and the ſouthern 
extremity of which reaches to the river 
TANSIT. This is a very broad river, 


which after the heavy rains have fallen, 


or when ſwelled by the tide, is always 
paſſed upon rafts. Thoſe difficulties not 
preſenting themſelves to us. now, we forded 


the river with great eaſe, and on approach- 


ing its ſouthern fide, obſerved: in the midſt 
of a thick foreſt a large ſquare caſtle, which 


_ 
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my ſoldiers informed me was built by Mu- 
LEY ISHMAEL, who is immortalized by 


the pen of Mr. Addiſon, in one of the 
numbers of the Freeholder. The late em- 


peror neglected it, and it is now falling to 
ruin. The breadth and windings of the 
TaxsiF, its high and woody banks, and 
the caſtle juſt. diſcoverable through the 
trees, afforded altogether a ſcene, which 
though ſamewhat gloomy, yet was we 
romantic and pictureſſue. 

The directions which I had PAN 
from Mr. Matra were, to continue at Mo- 
GODORE till the return of a meſſenger, who 
was to be diſpatched thence to TARU- 
PANT, informing the prince of my ar- 
rival. 

The very hoſpitable treatment 1 experi- 
enced from Mr. Hutchiſon, Britiſh vice- 
conſul at Mocopoks, during my ſtay at 
his houſe, with the ſympathiſing letters and 
friendly advice with which he afterwards 


favoured me; whilſt under the many em- 


barraſſments and inconveniencies which I 


underwent at Morocco, have made the 


moſt forcible impreſſion on my memory; and 
| I ſhould 


A TOUR TO MOROCCO, ts. 57 


I ſhould feel utterly diſſatisfied with myſelf 
if I omitted thus publicly to nn 
=y gratitude to that gentleman. 
Before 1 proceed to deſcribe Mocoaimme, 
it may not be improper to take a ſhort re- 
view of the general appearance of the cqun- 
try through which I * in OM Journey 
from 'TANGIER. - 
The firſt part of the journey, as fan a8 
LARACHE, preſented to us, as I before ob- 
ſerved, a rocky, mountainous, and barren 
country, and, if we except the foreſt of 
RABE A CLow, but few trees or ſhrubs. 
From LARACHE to SALLEE the eye was 
agreeably relieved by the variety of ob- 
jets which offered themſelves to its view. 
The evenneſs of the ground, the numerous 
lakes, and the verdure which ſurrounded 
them, indicated fully the fertility of the ſoil, 
and theſe, joined to the interſected clumps 
of trees, would lead the contemplative mind 
to conceive that nature had intended this 
| ſpot for the reſidence of a more civilized 
people than its preſent inhabitants. From 
SALLEE to MoGonDoRE, and thence to 
SANTA CRuz, we again meet with the 
| iame 
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ſame barren, mountainous, and rocky coun- 
try, which preſented itſelf at the cmd pare 
of the journey. 

Though 1 occaſionally. met with foreſts 
of {mall trees, ſuch as the arga, the dwarf 
oak, the palm-tree, &c. yet the country 
produces no uſeful timber whatever. The 
Moors are therefore obliged to impart that 
article from Europe; and it may be on this 
account that the emperor poſſeſſes ſo few 
veſſels, and is obliged to ſend thoſe to be 
repaired in foreign ports. As vegetation 
does not take place in this climate till ſame 
time after the heavy rains have fallen, I 
had not an opportunity of obſerving in this 
journey what plants were peculiar to the 
climate. ; 

According to the opinion of ſome travel- 
lers, much danger is to be apprehended in 
travelling through this country, from the 
attacks of wild beaſts; but it is only juſtice 
to obſerve, that during the whole of my 
progreſs to MocoDoke, and indeed I may 
add afterwards in paſſing over the ATL As, 
1 met with no obſtruction or moleſtation 


whatever from theſe animals; and I was 
2 alſo 
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alſo informed, that a circumſtance of the 
kind was very rarely known to have hap- 
pened. The fact is, the wild animals con- 
fine themſelves principally to the interior 
parts of the country, and to thoſe retreats 
in the mountains which are beyond the 
track of men. c 
Modopokx, ſo named by Europeans, 
and SUERA by the Moors, is a large, uni- 
form, and well built town, ſituated about 
three hundred and fifty miles from Tan- 
GIER, on the Atlantic ocean, and ſurround- 
ed on the land ſide by deep and heavy ſands. 
It was raiſed under the auſpices of the late 
emperor, who upon his acceſſion to the 
throne ordered all the European merchants 
who were ſettled in his dominions to reſide 
at Modopokk, where, by lowering the 
duties, he promiſed to afford every encou- 
ragement to commerce. 'The Europeans, 
thus obliged to deſert their former eſta- 
bliſhments, conſidering this firſt ſtep of the 
emperor to be a mark of his attachment to 
trade and commerce, and having reſided 
long in the country without any better 
views at home, univerſally ſettled at MoGo0- 


DQRE, 
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DORE,, Where they creed houſes, and other 
conveniencies for the purpoſes, of trade. 
The hopes, however, with which they had 
changed their ſituation, were conſiderably 
fruſtrated by the perfidy of the emperor, 
who indeed fulfilled his promiſe, till he ob- 
ſerved the merchants ſo fixed as not to be 
likely to remove; but he then began to 
increaſe the duties, and by that means to 


damp the ſpirit of commerce which he had 


promiſed to promote. His captiee, how - 
ever, or, what had ſtill more influence, valu- 


| able preſents, induced him at times to relax 


theſe ſeverities. In conſequence of this 
circumſtance the duties have been ſo fre- 


quently varied, that it is utterly impoſſible 


for me to ſtate, with any degree of certainty, 
the uſual burthens laid upon articles of 
commerce in this port, 

The factory at MoGoDoRE code of 


about a dozen metcantile houſes of different 


nations, whoſe owners, from the protection 
granted them by the emperor, live in full 
fecurity from the Moors, whom indeed 


they keep at a rigid diſtance. They ex- 


port to America, Os, To Europe, Mo- 
8 | roco 
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rocco leather, hides, gum arabic, gum ſan- 
daric, oftrich feathers, copper, wax, wool, 
elephants' teeth, fine mats, beautiful carpet- 
ing, dates, figs, raiſins, olives, almonds, oil, 


&c, In return they import timber, artil- 


lery of all kinds, gunpowder, woollen 
cloths, linens, lead, iron in bars, all kinds 
of hardware and trinkets, ſuch as looking- 
glaſſes, ſnuff-boxes, watches, ſmall knives, 
&c. tea, ſugar, ſpices, and moſt of the 
uſeful articles which are not otherwiſe to 
be procured in this empire. 
Beſides the commerce carried on between 
this empire and Europe, the Moors have 
alſo a trade with Guinea, Algiers, Tunis, 


Tripoli, Grand Cairo, and Mecca, by. 


means of their caravans, of which I ſoon 
ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak . more par- 
ticularly. ä 
Modopo is l fortified on the 
ſea ſide; and on the land, batteries are ſo 
placed as to prevent any incurſion from the 
Southern Arabs, who are of a turbulent diſ- 
poſition, and who, from the great wealth 
which is known to be always in Mogo- 
DORE, would gladly avail themſelves of any 
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opportunity that offered to pillage the town. 
The entrance, both by ſea and land, con- 
ſiſts of elegant ſtone arch-ways, with double. 


gates. The 'market-place is handſomely 


built, with piazzas of the ſame materials, and 
at the water port there is a cuſtom-houſe 
and powder magazine, both of which are 


neat ſtone buildings. Beſide theſe public 


edifices, the emperor has a ſmall but hand- 


ſome palace for his occaſional reſidence. 


The ſtreets of the town, though very nar- 


row, are all in ſtrait lines, and the houſes, 


contrary to what we meet with in the 
other towns of the empire, are lofty and 
regular. The bay, which is little better 
than a road, and is very much expoſed when 
the wind is at North- Weſt, is formed by a 


curve in the land, and a ſmall iſland about 


a quarter of a mile from the ſhore. Its 


entrance is defended by a fort well mounted 


with guns. 
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CHAP. Iv, 


General View of the Empire of Morocco. 
Situation and Climate.— Provinces. 
Soil. — Wonderful Fertility.—Sea Ports. 
Natural Productions. — Mines. — Ani- 
malo. Occaſional Famines.— Famine in 
1778. — Manufafures. — Buildings. — 
Roads, — Population. — Introduction of Ne- 
groes.—-MuLEVY IsRMAEL-his Policy. 
Sipi MAHOMET.— General Oppreſſion of 
the People, Merchants. 


8 I had a better opportunity of being 


informed of the ſtate of the country, 
and its productions, from the European 
merchants at ModopoRR, than occurred 
at any ſubſequent period during my tour, 
1 ſhall now avail myſelf of that information; 
and to this I feel myſelf induced by a fur- 


ther motive, namely, that it will enable 


the reader to peruſe with more ſatisfaction 
and advantage the ſucceeding pages of this 
Narrative. 
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The empire of Moxocco is ſituated 
between the 29th and 36th degree of North 


latitude. It is about five hundred and 


fifty miles in length from North to South, 
and about two hundred in breadth. It is 
bounded to the North by the Straits of 
GIBRALTAR and the Mediterranean ſea ; 


to the Eaſt, by the kingdoms of TREME- 


CEN and. SUGULMUSSA; to the South, by 
the river Suz, and the country to the South 
of TAFILET; and to the Weſt, by the 
Atlantic ocean. The empire is formed of 
ſeveral provinces, which, as in moſt coun- 
tries, before their union were petty king- 
doms. | 

The climate, though in the Southern 
provinces very hot in the months of June, 
July, and Auguſt, yet is in general friendly 
to the conſtitutions of its inhabitants, as 
well as to thoſe of Europeans. To the 
North. the climate is nearly the fame as 
that of Spain and Portugal, with the au- 
tumnal and vernal rains peculiar to thoſe 
countries ; but to the Southward, the rains 
are leſs general and certain, and of courſe 


Moſt 
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Moſt of the towns which Europeans 
are allowed to enter, being ſea-ports, have 
the advantage of being frequently refreſhed 
with ſea breezes ; and MogGopors, though 
ſo far to the Southward, from being ſubject 
in the ſummer ſeaſon to have the wind re- 
gularly at North Weſt, is quite as cool as the 
more temperate climates of Europe. Mo- 
Rocco and TARUDANT are inland, and 
therefore, though nearly in the ſame degree 
of latitude as Mod opDORE, are much hotter; 
their great heats, however, are conſiderably 
leflened by their vicinity to the ATLAs, the 
higher parts of which are the whole year 
covered with ſnow, and often favour them 
with cool and refreſhing breezes. 

The ſoil of the empire of MoRacco is 
naturally very fertile, and with proper cul- 
tivation and attention is capable of pro- 
ducing all the luxuries of the Eaſtern and 
Weſtern worlds. It muſt, however, be 
confeſſed, that on ſome parts of the ſea- 
coaſt, particularly where it is mountainous, 
like every other country under fimilar cir- 
cumſtances, the ſoil is ſandy and barren; 
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but wherever there is the leaſt appearance 
of a plain, ſuch as that between LARAchR 
and MAMORA, and in the neighbourhood 
of Morocco and TARUDANT, the ſoil is 
black and rich. Indeed I am informed from 
the beſt authority, that at TaAr1iLET, and 


throughout moſt of the interior parts of 


the empire, its fertility 1 is * imagi- 
nation. 


From the ſlight cultivation it at preſent 


receives, which is merely the burning of 
the ſtubble before the autumnal rains come 
on, and ploughing it about fix inches deep, 


the earth produces, at a very early ſeaſon, 


excellent wheat and barley, though no oats, 
Indian corn, alderoy, beans, peaſe, hemp, 
and flax ; oranges, lemons, citrons, pome- 


granates, melons, water-melons, olives, figs, 


almonds, grapes, dates, apples, pears, cher- 
ries, plumbs, and in fact all the fruits to 
be found in the Southern provinces of Spain 
and Portugal. The people here preſerve 


their grain in MATAMORES, holes made in 
the earth, lined and covered with ſtraw, on 
which earth is placed in a pyramidal form, 


to preyent the rain from ſoaking in. In 


theſe 
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theſe ſtores corn has been kept five- or fix 
years, without undergoing any very material 
change. 

As little encouragement, however, is ex- 
tended to induſtry in this country, many of 
their fruits which require attention, par- 
ticularly their grapes, apples, pears, plumbs, 
&c. do not arrive at that perfection to 
which they are brought in Europe. Could, 
indeed, a proper ſpirit for agriculture and 
foreign commerce be introduced in the 
country, or, in other words, could the ſove- 
reign be perſuaded, that by ſuffering his 
ſubjects to be enriched he would improve 
his own treaſury, this empire, from its 
convenient ſituation with reſpect to Europe, 
and from the natural luxuriance and fertility 
of its ſoil, might become of the higheſt 
political and commercial importance. The 
only material impediment to commerce is 
the inconvenience and inſecurity of the 
ports. I am well informed, however, that 
at VALEDIA there is a baſon formed by 
nature, capable of containing with ſafety 
any number of ſhipping; and the other 
ports might moſt probably be improved. 

G 4 It 
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It is melancholy, in traverſing the im- 
menſe tract of fo fine a country, to obſerve 
ſo much land lying waſte and uncultivated, 
which by a very little attention would be 
capable of producing an inexhauſtible trea- 
ſure to its inhabitants. From this repre- 
ſentation it would ſcarcely be ſuppoſed - 
"credible, that Spain, which is alſo a fine 
country, and a civilized nation, ſhould be 
obliged to remit to the emperor very large 
preſents of money, to induce him to allow 
his ſubjects to export corn, as well as moiſt 
other kinds of proviſions and fruits, from 
TANGIER and TETUAN. Indeed the 
Southern provinces of Spain can hardly exiſt 
without this ſupply. To what are we to 
attribute this circumſtance? Is it that 
Morocco is ſo much more fertile than 
Spain, that it produces a redundance witn 
ſcarcely any cultivation; or is the indolence 
of the Spaniards ſuperior to that of the 
Moors themſelves? 
The Jews in moſt of the towns of the 
empire make wine; but, either owing to 
the grapes not being in ſuch perfection as 
thoſe of Europe, or to an improper mode 
„ ” of 
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of preparing it, its flavour proves but very 
indifferent. They alſo diſtil a ſpecies of 
brandy from figs and raiſins, well known 
in that country by the name of aquadent. 
This liquor has a diſagreeable taſte, but in 
point of ſtrength is little inferior to ſpirits 
of wine. It is drank without dilution very 
freely by the Jews on all their feaſts or 
days of rejoicing, and there are very few 
of the Moors who are diſpoſed to forego 
any private opportunity of taking their 
{hare of it alſo. 

The Moors cultivate zxobacen there is a 
ſpecies of it near Mequinez which affords 
ſnuff, the flavour of which is very little 
inferior to Maccaba. In my progreſs 
through the country J have noticed foreſts 
of oak trees of a dwarf kind, which bear 
acorns of remarkable ſize and ſweet taſte. 
To the Southward we meet with the palm 
or date tree, the arga, bearing a nut of the 
almond ſpecies, with the olive, from both 
of which the inhabitants extract great quan- 
tities of oil, which conſtitutes a conſiderable 
part of their exports to foreign countries. 
There is alſo an infinite variety of ſhrubs 

- a 
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and plants, ſueh as the prickly pear, the 


aloe, &c. all in ſhort that are to be found 
in Spain and Portugal. Cotton, wax, ho- 


ney, falt, tranſparent gum, and gum ſanda- 
rac, are all productions of this empire. 


In the mountains of ATLAs there are 
numerous iron mines; but as the Moors do 
not underſtand the mode of working iron, 
thoſe mines prove of no uſe to them, and 
they are therefore obliged to procure that 
article from Europe. The neighbourhood 


of TARUDANT produces mines of cap- 


per; and the Moors affert, that in the 
ATLAS there are alſo ſome of gold and 


. filver, which the emperor will not allow to 


be touched. But I am inclined to imagine 
that if the aſſertion had any foundation in 


truth, the BREBEs, who inhabit theſe moun- 


tains, and who are mere nominal ſubjects, 
and pay but little reſpect to the government 


of MoRocco, would long before this time 


have diſcovered them. It is, however, pro- 
bable that this vaſt chain of mountains 
may contain productions which might be 
converted to very valuable purpoſes; but, 
owing to a want of emulation on the part 


| - 5 
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of the inhabitants, and Europeans not be- 


ing allowed to attempt any new diſcoveries, 
a knowledge of them 1s not to be at- 
tained. | 

The domeſtic animals of Monocco are 
much the ſame as thoſe of Europe, except- 
ing the camel, which is the moſt uſeful 
animal in this quarter of the globe, both 
on account of the great fatigue which it is 
capable of undergoing, and the little ſub- 
fiſtence it requires. Camels are employed 
here for all the purpoſes of agriculture and 
commerce, and are very numerous. It has 
been aſſerted that dromedaries are indige- 
nous to this country; but in the courſe of 
my whole tour I could hear of none, ex- 
cept thoſe which are in the poſſeſſion of 
the emperor; and he, as I diſcovered, pro- 
cures them from the coaſt of Guinea. 
Theſe are the flecteſt animals for travelling 
that are known ; and are only uſed by the 
emperor upon urgent occaſions. I was in- 
formed that their pace is ſometimes ſo ex- 
_ ceedingly ſwift, that their riders are. obliged 
to tie a ſaſh round their waiſts to preſerve 
the per of en and cover the 


whole 
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whole of the face except the eyes, to pre- 
vent their ſuffering from the ſtrong current 
of air occaſioned by the rapid motion of 
the animal. It is computed that, in an 


| ordinary way, a dromedary will perform a 


journey of five hundred miles in four 


3 days. 


The oxen and ſheep of this country are 
ſmall ; but their fleſh is well flavoured. 
The hides of the former, and the wool of 
the latter, are both articles of exportation. 
The ſheep with large tails, diſtinguiſhed in 


England by the name of Barbary ſheep, are 


here very ſcarce, and are more indigenous 
to the Eaſtern parts of Barbary. The 
horſes, for want of attention in keeping up 
the breed, are much leſs valuable than they 
formerly were; there are ſtill however ſome 
few that are good in the country, and thoſe 
are generally ſtrong, and have great ſpirit. 


The mules are numerous and uſeful, though 


T do not think them equal to thoſe of 
Spain, either in ſize or beauty. 

Fowls and pigeons are remarkably plen- 
tiful and good in the empire of Morocco ; 


but ducks are ſcarce, and geeſe and turkies 


"Te ; | I never 
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I never ſaw there. The country abounds 
with the red-legged partridge. In the 
| proper ſeaſon the frankolin, a bird of the 
partridge ſpecies, of a delicious flavour and 
beautiful plumage, is found here; alſo a 
few woodcocks, ſnipes in great numbers, 
all kinds of water-fowl, and a variety of 
ſmall ſinging-birds. Storks are very plen- 
tiful, and as they are never moleſted by the 
Moors, who are taught to believe it ſinful 
to deſtroy them, they become quite do- 
meſtic and tame. They are generally to be 
ſeen feeding among ruinous walls and 
caſtles, where they pick up inſects and 
ſnakes. Hares, rabbits, antelopes, porcu- 
pines, apes, foxes, wild cats, &c. are all 
natives of this empire. 

Among the ferocious animals may be 
enumerated wolves and wild boars, which 
are ſpread over the whole empire; and in 
the ſouthern provinces there are lions, oy 
ders and monſtrous ſerpents. 

During my reſidence in the country, I 
had frequent opportunities of examining 
that moſt ſingular of the animal produc- 
tions, the cameleon. Though it is hardly 

| neceſſary 
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neceſſary to adduce any proof to the phi - 
loſophers of the preſent day againſt the 
vulgar error, that it feeds only upon air, 
yet it may afford ſome ſatisfaction to my 
readers to be told, that I had an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing a complete refutation of this 
opinion at MoGopore. A gentleman of 
my acquaintance there had in his poſſeſſion 
"-2a carneleon, the dexterity of which in pro- 
curing its food I had ample means of ob- 
ſerving. The fact is, its principal ſupport 
s flies, which it catches by darting out at 
them an exceedingly long tongue, covered 
with a matter ſo very glutinous, that if it 
but touches an inſect it is impoſſible for 
it to eſcape. The moſt ſingular part of its 
conformation however (if, perhaps, we ex- 
cept the power of varying its colours) is the 
eye, the muſcles of which are ſo con- 
ſtructed that it can move the ball quite 
round ; and I believe it exiſts the only 
known inſtance in all animated nature of a 
creature which is able to direct its viſion to 
two different objects at the ſame time, 
however thoſe objects may be ſituated. 
Except in the act of darting out its tongue 
| to 
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to procure ſubſiſtence, its mapticins are re- 
markably ſlow. 

Although it muſt be allowed that the 
climate of MoRocco is delightful to a de- 
gree, yet it is occaſionally ſubject to great 
droughts, which naturally produce immenſe 
ſwarms of locuſts, the moſt deſtructive 
enemy to vegetation that exiſts. In the 
year 1778 theſe inſects came in ſuch num- 
bers from the South, that they perfectly 
darkened the air, and, by deſtroying all the 
corn, produced a general famine. This 
calamity was increaſed to ſuch a degree in 
the year 1780, that ſeveral, unfortunate 
perſons actually died in the ſtreets for want 
of food; many were driven to the neceſ- 
ſity of digging in the earth for roots to 
ſupply the urgent calls of nature; while 
others were happy to find ſome undigeſted 
corn in the dung of animals, which they 
moſt eagerly devoured. Upon this occa- 
ſion of public diſtreſs the emperor gene- 
rouſly opened his ſtore of corn, and diſtri, 

| buted it, as well as money, among his ſub- 
jects; and every perſon who was known to 
poſſeſs ſtores was obliged to follow his ex- 


ample. 
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ample. Theſe melancholy facts are ſo re- 
cent in the memory of the people, that they 
ſtill, repeat them to * n who 
viſit the country. | 
The manufactures of Far empire are the 
HAICK, which, as was before obſerved, is 
a long garment compoſed: of white wool |. 
and cotton, or cotton and filk woven toge- 
ther, and is uſed by the Moors for the pur- 
poſe of covering their under dreſs when 
they go abroad, which they do by totally 
wrapping themſelves in it in a careleſs but 
eaſy manner ; filk handkerchiefs of a par- 
ticular kind, prepared only at FEZ; ſilks 
checquered with cotton; carpeting, little 
inferior to that of Turkey ; beautiful mat- 
ting, made of the palmetto or wild palm- 
tree; paper of a coarſe kind; Cordovan, 
commonly called Morocco leather; gun- 
powder of an inferior nature; and long- 
barrelled muſquets, made of Biſcay iron. 
The Moors are unacquainted with the 
mode of caſting cannon, and therefore thoſe 
few which are now in the country are pre- 
ſents from Europeans. The manufacture 


of glaſs is likewiſe unknown to them; as 
indeed 


indeed they hs great uſe of e ware, 
and have few or no windows to their 
houſes, this commodity may be of leſs im- 
portance to them than many others. They 
make butter, by putting the milk into a 
goat-ſkin with its outward coat turned in- 
wards, and ſhaking it till the butter collects 
on the fides, when it is taken out for uſe. 
From this operation it proves always full 
of hairs, and has an inſipid flavour. Their 
cheeſe confiſts merely of curds hardened 
and dried, and has uniformly a diſagreeable 
taſte. The bread in ſome of the principal 
towns, particularly at TANGIER and SAL- 
LEE, is remarkably good, but in many 

other places it is coarſe, black, and heavy. 
The Moors, agreeably to the Jewiſh 
cuſtom, cut the throats of all the animals 
they eat, at the ſame time turning their 
heads towards M cca, in adoration of their 
prophet. After ſuffering them to bleed = 
freely, they carefully waſh all the remain- = 
ing blood away, and divide the meat into | = 
ſmall pieces, of about one or two pounds in 2M 
weight, As they are unacquainted with = 
the invention of * and have but few 
H ſprings, 
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ſprings, it affords employment to a number 
of indigent ,peaple, who would probably 
be idle otherwiſe, to carry water in ſkins 
from the neareſt river or reſeryoir, and ſell 
it to the inhabitants. From their being 
obliged to. tar the ſkins to prevent them 
from leaking, the water is frequently ren- 5 
dered very unpleaſant. . b 
| Their looms, forges, ploughs, n 8 
tools, &c. are much upon the ſame con- 
ſtruction with the unimproved inſtruments 
of the ſame kind which are uſed at this 
time in ſome parts of Europe, only ſtill 
more clunffily finiſhed. In their work 
they attend more to ſtrength than neatneſs 
or convenience, and, like all other ignorant 
people, they have no idea that what they 
do is capable of improvement. It is pro- 
bable, indeed, that the Moors have under-, 
gone no very material change ſince the re- 
volution in their arts and ſciences which. 
took place ſoon. after their expulſion from 
Spain. Previous to that period it is well 
known they were an enlightened people, 
at a time when the greater part of Europe. 
was involved in ignorance and barbariſm ; 
Sos - hut, 
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but, owing to the weakneſs and tyranny of 
their princes, they gradually ſunk into the 
very oppoſite extreme, and may now be 
confidered as but a few degrees removed 
from a ſavage ſtate. 

They uſe no kind of wheel-carrlige, and 
therefore all their articles of burden are 
tranſported from one place to another on 
camels, mules, or aſſes. Their buildings, 
though by no means conſtructed on my 
fixed principle of architecture, have at lea 
the merit of being very ſtrong and durable. 


The manner of preparing ARB V, of which 
all their beſt edifices are formed, is, I be- 


lieve, the only remains of their ancient 
knowledge at preſent exiſting. It conſiſts 
of a mixture of mortar and very ſmall 
ſtones, beaten tight in a wooden caſe, and 
ſuffeted to dry, when it forms a cement 
equal to the ſolid rock. There are always 
unaccountable diſcrepancies and inconſiſ- 
tencies in the arts of uncivihzed nations. 
The apartments are, if poſſible, even more 
inconvenient than thoſe of their neighbours 
the Spaniards; but the carved wood- work 
with which 1 _ of them are nnn 
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is really equal to any I have ever ſeen in | 
| Europe. | 
The Moors have no idea of making high 
roads, or repairing thoſe which have been 
formed by the ancient poſſeſſors of the 
country, or perhaps by the mere reſort of 
paſſengers, but are content to leave them i in 
the ſame ſtate in which they found them. 
Indeed, they are even incapable of compre- 
hending the ſimple fact — that by improving 
the roads travelling would become more 
expeditious, and leſs. expenſive. tl 
If we look for any of the elegant appen- 
dages of luxury and refinement in this 
country, we ſhall be grievouſly diſappointed. 
Their gardens are mere tracts of incloſed 
ground, over-run with weeds, interſperſed 
with vines, figs, oranges, and lemons, with- 
out taſte or diſpoſition, and having perhaps 
one ſtrait walk through the whole. They 
ſometimes ſow corn in the intermediate 
ground; but their gardens are rarely pro- 
ductive of eſculent vegetables, and ſeldom 
or never ornamented with flowers. 
As there are few or no bridges in the 
country, I am inclined to believe the Moors 


are 
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are not thoroughly acquainted with the 
mode of conſtructing large arches; and it 
is only at their ſea- ports where they even 
uſe boats. Theſe circumſtances, united to 
the bad roads, render this part of Barbary 
very inconvenient and Gangerous to Des tra- 
J.. T NT 
The country throughout is " watered. 
Moſt of the rivers, which however are 
very few, in proportion to the extent of 
ground, except juſt at their ſea-ports, de- 
ſerve only the name of rivulets, and in' the 
ſummer feaſon are many of them dried up. 
From all theſe circumſtances it may be 
conjectured that the population is not ex- 
traordinary. When on my return, in my 
journey from Morocco to SAL LEE, which 
required ſeven days to accompliſh, I met 
with no habitations but a few Arab tents 
ſcattered in different parts; and I had rea- 
ſon to believe that a great part of the inte- 
rior country is nearly in a ſimilar ſituation. 
The towns are very few, in proportion to 
the extent of country, and thoſe are but 
thinly inhabited. Indeed Morocco, which 
5 H 3 | 18 
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is a metropolis, has many, of its Houle in 
ruins and uninhabited. 


The want. of population. i in \ the. exapire of 
Monocco at this period may have. been 


__ occaſioned, in ſome degree, by the enor- 


mous en. exerciſed by its former ſove- 
reigns, who have been known not unfre- 
quently, through a flight diſguſt, to aban- 
don a whole town or province to the ſword, 


In the character of MoLEy. ISHMAEL, ; 


grandfather to the late | emperor, we find. 
the moſt ſingular inconſiſtencies; for it is 
certain, that although a tyrant of the claſs: 


which I have been deſcribing, yet in other. 
reſpects, as if to repair the miſchief which 


he committed, he left nothing undane for 
the encouragement of population, He in- 
troduced large colonies, of Negroes from 
Guinea, built towns for them, many of 
which are ſtill remaining, aſſigned them 
portions of land, and encouraged their in- 
creaſe by every poſſible means. He ſoon 
initiated them in the Mahometan faith, and, 


| had his plan been followed, the country 5 | 


tis time would have been populous, and 
| prohably 
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probably flouriſhing. As the Negroes are 
of a more lively, active, and enterprizing 
diſpoſition than the Moors, they might 
ſoon have been taught the arts of agricul- 
ture, and their ſingular ingenuity might 


have been directed to other uſeful Pur- 


poſes. 


It is true, Morey ISHMAEL, when he 


adopted this plan, had more objects i in view 
than that of merely peopling his domi- 
nions: he ſaw plainly that his own ſubjects 


were of too capricious a diſpoſition to form 
ſoldiers calculated for his tyrannical pur- 


poſes. They had uniformly manifeſted an 
inclination to change their ſovereigns, 


though more from the love of variety than 
to reform the government, or reſtrain the 


abuſes of tyranny. In ſhort, whatever re- 


volutions took place in the country, con- 
ſiſted merely in a change of one tyrant for 


another. MuLty IsnMAEL had diſcern- 
ment enough to ſee, therefore, that by 
forming an army of ſlaves, whoſe ſole de- 


pendence ſhould reſt upon their maſter, he 


could eaſily train them in ſuch a manner as 
to act in the ſtricteſt conformity to his 
; H 4 wiſhes. 
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wiſhes. He ſoon learnt that the great ob- 
ject with the Negroes was plenty of money, 
and liberty of plunder ; in theſe he liberally 
indulged them, and the plan fully anſwered 
his expectations. 

Though, however, MuLzy 1 | 
had no great merit in introducing ſubjects 
for the purpoſes of tyranny, yet the good 
effects of this new colonization were very 
generally experienced. By intermarrying 
among themſelves, and intermixing among 
the Moors (for the Moors will keep Negro 
women as concubines, though they ſeldom 
marry them) a new race of people ſtarted 
up, who became as uſeful ſubjects as the 
native inhabitants, and brought the empire 
into a much more flouriſhing ſtate than i it had 

ever been in ſince their great revolution. | 

I Manon r, the late emperor, had 
different views, and was actuated by diffe- | 
rent motives, F rom his inordinate avarice, 
he ceaſed to act towards his Black troops 
in the generous manner which had diſtin- 
guiſhed his predeceſſor MurLxY ISHMAEL; ; 
and they ſoon ſhewed themſelves diſcon- 
trated with his conduct. They frequently 


threatened 
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threatened. to revolt, and ſupport. thoſe. of 
his ſons, who were in oppoſition, and who 
promiſed them the moſt liberal rewards. 
They offered to place his eldeſt fon Mu- 
LEY AL1, who is ſince dead, on the throne; 
but this prince, not unmindful of the duty 
which he owed his father and ſovereign, 

declined their offer. They next applied to 
MurrY Yazip, the preſent emperor, who 
at firſt accepted of the afliſtance they ten- 
dered, but in a ſhort time ee the 
plan. 

SIDI Manomer, diſguſted with this con- 
duct of the Negroes, determined to curb their 
growing power, by diſbanding a conſiderable 
part of theſe troops, and baniſhing them to 
diſtant parts of the empire. This impor- 
tant mode of population has therefore been 
of late years neglected, while no better 
ſyſtem has been ſubſtituted in its room; 
for though the late emperor indulged in 
cruelty much leſs frequently than his pre- 
deceſſors, yet population has, perhaps, been 
more completely unpeded by the general 

poverty which he has introduced into the 
—— by his ſevere exactions, than if he 

| | had 
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had made a liberal uſe of the ſword or of 
the bow-ſtring. To acquaint SIDI Ma- 
nor that any of his ſubjects were rich, 
was equivalent to telling him that he had 
ſo many ambitious opponents, who by their 
wealth would ſupport his ſons in rebel 
lion, which it was neceſſary to prevent, by | 
deptivin g them of thoſe riches. 

The only maxim of government there- 
fore adopted by this monarch was to keep 
his ſubjects as nearly as poſſible upon a 
level ; that is, in a ſtate of poverty. This 
he moſt effectually accompliſhed. No man 
who had property one day could with cer- 
tainty call it his own the next. The moſt 
devoted miſers, with their utmoſt ingenuity, 
were unable to evade the diſcovery of their 
treaſures. If the victim of tyranny mani- 
feſted any reluctance to reveal to his inqui- 
ſitors the ſacred depoſitory of his hoarded 
wealth, the emperor ſeldom heſitated about 
the means of compulſion. The fortitude 
of ſeveral enabled them to reſiſt every tor- 
ture ſhort of death ; but the love of life 
was always found to prevail over even 
avarice itſelf. 


But 
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But this perhaps was not the worſt; the 
heavy taxes and duties impoſed by this im- 
politic monarch: impeded commerce, and 
diſcouraged manufactures; and on the whole 
L am inclined to believe that the country 
was never in a greater ſtate of n than 
during his reign; a 

Power and weakneſs, KY eee |; 
opulence; and indigence, are here — 
dependent, equally uncertain; There are 
inſtances af the late ſultan elevating at once: 

a. common ſoldier to the rank of a baſhaw, 
or making him a confidential friend; the: 
following day he would perhaps impriſon 
him, or reduce him again to the ſtation of a 
private ſoldier. It is ſurprizing that men 

under theſe circumſtances ſhould be am- 
bitious of rank, or deſirous of riches and: 
power; Vet ſuch is tlie diſpaſition of theſe: 
people, that they have an unbounded: thirſt: 
for rank. and power with all their uncertain- 
ties; and what is more extraordinary, when 
they have obtained a high ſtation they 
ſeldom fail to afford their ſovereign a plea; 
for ill treating them, by abuſing, in ſome- 


. or other, their truſt. 1 * 
8 
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The only independent people in the 
country, if it be at all lawful to make uſe 
of the expreſſion when ſpeaking of Mo- 
Rocco, are to be found among the mer 
chants who reſide in towns at ſome diſtance 
from the ſeat of government. The neat- 
neſs of their houſes and gardens, the fur- 
niture of their apartments, their rich diſ- 
play of china and glaſs, and their liberal 
treatment of ſtrangers, their better educa- 
tion, and more enlightened ideas, all ſerve 
to point them out as a claſs 5 beine a 
rent from the reſt. 

I wiſh this deſcriaion whutd amply: ge- 
nerally to all the people in trade; but I 
am ſorry to add it does not: it is con- 
fined to a particular claſs of merchants, 
who tranſact buſineſs upon a very large 
ſcale. Even theſe, however, though diſ- 
tant from the ſeat of government, beſides 
rigorouſly paying their quota of every ſe- 
| vere tax which the emperor chuſes to im- 
poſe' upon them, are not always exempt 
from plunder. If the baſhaw or ALCAIDE 
of the town can diſcover a plea for impri- 
ſoning them, which he ſometimes does 

without 
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without much regard to juſtice, he ſeldom 


fails to turn it to his own advantage; and 
not unfrequently diſgraces his maſter's royal 
name, by uſing it as a pretext for ſeizing 
their property. —Thus the empire of Mo- 
Rocco, in all its parts, preſents a ſtriking 
picture of the wretched: policy and miſera- 
ble conſequences of deſpotic government. 
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Frey, Faid be RR 70 Sau A Cxbz. 
Arriba at TARUDANT.— Introduc- 
rio to the” Prince — Deſcription of hir 
Palace — Singular Reception: Acrommo- 
dations.—State of the Prince's Health — 
Abſurd Prejudices of the M. vors—Alter- 
cation with the Prince. Application from 
other Patients. —The Cadi.— Introduction 
into the Prince's Harem. —IWives of the 
Prince.— State of the Female Sex in this 
ſecluded Situation. — Viſible Amendment iu 
the Prince's Complaint.— His Afability. 
— Charater of- the Prince MoLey AB-_ 
SULEM. 


Had not reſted from the fatigues of my 

journey above fix days at MoGoDORE, 
before a new ſcene was opened, by the re- 
turn of the meſſenger from TARUDANT, 
with orders for my immediate attendance 
on my 'royal patient. In addition to my 
* FR; I was allowed by the go- 


vVernor 
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vernor three Negro foot ſoldiers, armed 
with muſquets and ſabres, an elegant tent, 
and 2 Jewiſh interpreter, Who was perfect 


maſter of both Arabic and Engliſh, and 


from whom in the end I derived the moſt 


uſeful ſervices. The Jew who had been 


preſſed in ſo fingular a manner into my 
ſervice at TANGIER was immediately, and 


doubtleſs much to his own LatiafaRtion, ſent | 


hem 4); 

We eee a 8 of feremeyrlia 
miles, from MoGopors to SANTA CRUz, 
in about three days, which from the former 
part of this Narrative the reader will perceive 
is not remarkably flow travelling in Mo- 
ROCCO, however ſingular ſuch a progreſs 
would appear on the level turnpikes of Eng- 
land. Our journey, which was on the ſea- 
coaſt, preſented to our view one continued 
expanſe of wild, mountainous, and rocky 


_ country, and we had conſequently very bad 
roads. Our progreſs indeed could be com- 


pared to nothing but the continual aſcend- 
ing and deſcending of a ſeries of rough and 
uneven ſtone ſteps. At one place in par- 


ticular the deſcent was ſo ſteep, and the 


road 
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road ſo choaked up with large pieces of 
ſtone, that we were all obliged to diſmount, 
and walk a full mile and a half with the 
utmoſt caution and erer ee before we 
could mount again. 1 i inert 
SANTA CRUZ is a e anon on 
a declivity of a high and ſteep mountain, 
forming the Weſtern termination of that 
chain of mountains, which nearly divides the 
emperor's dominions into two parts, ſo well 
known by the name of the Ar LAS. It 
formerly belonged to the Portugueze, and 


till the acceſſion of the late emperor was 


the principal place whence Europeans were 
allowed to trade. It is at preſent a deſerted 
town, with only a few houſes, which are, 
almoſt hourly mouldering to decay. The 
port appears to be much more ſecure than 
that of Mod opoRH; and from the vicinity 


of SANTA CRUz to the Southern provinces 


it appears to me to be the part of the em- 


pire which is beſt * to all che pur- 


poſes of commerce. 
On the 26th of October we FRET for 


* which is diſtant forty- four 


miles from SANTA CRuUz, where in two 
| days 


A TOUR TO MOROCCO, . 13 


days we artived. Our journey to this place 
was immediately inland, being in the direc- 
tion, and within half a day's ride to the 
South of the ATLAS. We enjoyed the 
whole way from SANTA Cruz a fine level 
road, through a woody and uncultivated 
country. 

Upon my nad at Panvpann T, with- 
out being allowed time to diſmount, I was 
immediately carried to the reſidence of the 
prince, which is ſituated about half a mile 
to the South of the town. At a ſhort diſ- 
tance, the houſe, which is ſmall, and was 
built by the prince, has a great appearance 
of neatneſs; but that want of taſte and 
convenience, which is univerſally the cha- 

racteriſtic of the Mooriſh buildings, is pre- 
ſently diſcernible when it is narrowly in- 
ſpected. It is compoſed of tabby, and is 
ſurrounded with a high ſquare wall, which 
alſo encloſes two tolerably neat gardens, 
planned by an European, and now under 
the care of a Spaniſh renegado. The apart- 
ments, which are all on the ground floor, 
are ſquare and lofty, opening into a court, 
in the centre of which is a fountain. The 

1 © entrance 
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entrance is through à ſmall arched door- 

way, which leads into a court-yard, where 

on one fide are a few out-houſes; on the 

other, the ſpace allotted for the horſes of 

the prince. As the climate is open and 

fine, there are few or no ſtables in this coun- . 
try, but the horſes are kept out in an 
open yard, and held we wy 21 in the 
ground. 

There is not ch of ebenes it 
muſt be confeſſed, in this introduction, nor 
did any thing occur to counteract the un- 
favourable impreffion, previous to our enter- 
ing the apartment of the prince. The 
chamber into which I was conducted, I 
found a ſmall room with ſeats in the walls; 
and there it is cuſtomary for all perſons to 
wait till their names are announced. I ob- 

ſerved a number of ſingular looking perſons 
attending here, and as I was not much diſ- 
poſed to make one of their company, in- 
ſtead of fitting I amuſed myſelf, as other 
Europeans do, with walking about the 
room. In this exerciſe, however, I was a 
ſolitary performer; for the Moors, whatever 
be their object, whether buſineſs, conver- 
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ſation, or amuſement,” are generally ſeated ; 


and indeed ſo novel to them was my deport- 


ment in this reſpect, that they concluded 
I was either diſtracted in my intelleck, or 
ſaying my prayers. 

After being detained in this diſapreeable 


fituation for about an hour, orders were 


brought from the prince for my immediate 
introduction, with my interpreter. From 


the chamber where we had been waiting, we 


paſſed through a long and dark entry, which 
at its termination introduced us to a ſquare 
court- yard, floored with checquered tiling; 
into which the prince's room opened, by 
means of large folding doors. Theſe were 
curiouſly painted of various colours, in the 
form of checquers. The immediate entrance 
to the room was neat; it was a very large 
arched door- way, curiouſly ornamented with 
checquered tiling, and forming a ſmall 
porch, or antichamber. The room was 
lofty, ſquare, and floored with checquered 
tiling ; the walls ſtuccoed, and the ceiling 
painted of various eolours. Much of the 
beauty of the room was loſt for want of 
windows, which is a defe& obſervable in 
moiſt Mooriſh houſes. 5 
"a I found 
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entrance is through a ſmall arched door- 
way, which leads into a court-yard, where 
on one fide are a few out- houſes; on the 
other, the ſpace allotted for the horſes of 

the prince. As the climate is open and 
fine, there are few or no ſtables in this coun- 
try, but the horſes are kept out in an 
open yard, and held ce Rred in the 
ground. 

There is not wh of ee it 
muſt be confeſſed, in this introduction, nor 
did any thing occur to counteract the un- 
favourable impreſſion, previous to our enter- 
ing the apartment of the prince. The 
chamber into which I was conducted, I 
found a ſmall room with ſeats in the walls; 
and there it is cuſtomary for all perſons to 
Wait till their names are announced. I ob- 
ſerved a number of ſingular looking perſons 
attending here, and as 1 was not much diſ- 
poſed to make one of their company, in- 
ſtead of fitting I amuſed myſelf, as other 
Europeans do, with walking about the 
room. In this exercife, however, I was a 
ſolitary performer; for the Moors, whatever 
be their object, whether buſineſs, conver- 
ſation, 
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ſation, or amuſement, are generally ſeated ; 
and indeed ſo novel to them was my deport- 
ment in this reſpect, that they concluded 
I was either diſtracted in my inne or 
ſaying my prayers. 

After being detained in this difaprecable 
ſituation. for about an hour, orders were 
brought from the prince for my immediate 
introduction, with my interpreter. From 
the chamber where we had been waiting, we 
paſſed through a long and dark entry, which 
at its termination introduced us to a {quare 
court-yard, floored with checquered tiling; 
into which the prince's room opened, by 
means of large folding doors. Theſe were 
curiouſly painted of various colours, in the 
form of checquers. The immediate entrance 
to the room was neat ; it was a very large 
arched door- way, curiouſly ornamented with 
checquered tiling, and forming a ſmall 
porch, or. antichamber. 'The room was 
lofty, ſquare, and floored with checquered 
tiling ; the walls ſtuccoed, and the ceiling 
painted of various eolours. Much of the 
beauty of the room was loſt for want of 
windows, which is a defect obſervable in 
moſt Mooriſh houſes. : 
12 I found 
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I found the prince fitting croſs-legged, 


5 on- mattraſs covered with fine white linen, 
and placed on the floor; this, with a nar- 


row and long piece of carpetting that fronted 
him, on which were ſeated his Mooriſh 
friends, was the only furniture in-the room. 
Upon my firſt entrance, and delivering the 


conſul's letter of introduction, which, ac- 


cording to the cuſtom. of the country, was 
preſented in a ſilk handkerchief, I was ad- 


dreſſed by the prince with the falutation, 


Bono tibib, bono Anglaiſe ; which is a mix- 
ture of Arabic and Spaniſh, meaning, You | 
© are a good doctor, the Englith are good; 
and was ordered with my interpreter to fit 
down on the floor, between the prince and 
his viſitors; when I was immediately in- 
terrogated by every one preſent, each hav- 
ing a queſtion to put to me, and that of the 
moſt inſignificant kind, 

The prince expreſſed great pleaſure at 
my arrival, wiſhed to know whether I came 
voluntarily or not, and whether the Engliſh 
phyſicians were in high repute. To the 
firſt queſtion I replied, that I was ſent by 
order of the governor of GIBRALTAR: to 
S ET ER the 
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the ſecond, I felt it a duty which I owed to | 
truth and. to my country, to anſwer in the 
affirmative, He then defired me imme 
diately to feel his pulſe, and to examine his 
eyes, one of which was darkened by a cata- 
ract, and the other affected with a ſpaſ- 
modic complaint; and requeſted me to in- 
form him, whether I would undertake to 
cure him, and how ſoon? My anſwer was, 
that I wiſhed to confider his caſe maturely 
before I gave my opinion; and in a day or 
two I ſhould be a better judge. 
One of his particular friends obſerved to Wo 
him, from ſeeing me without a beard, for | | 1 : 
I had ſhaved in the morning, I was too = 
young to be an able phyſician. Another re- __- 
marked, that I had put powder in my hair . - = 
on purpoſe to diſguiſe my age; and a third w_ 
inſiſted, that it was not my own hair. But M 


what ſeemed to produce the greateſt aſtoniſh- | 6: 


ment among them, - was my dreſs, which 2, - 
from its cloſeneſs, the Mooriſh dreſs being 
quite looſe, they were certain muſt occaſion | 
pain, and be difagreeably warm. 

The reader may be aſſured, that a part 1 
of this converſation was not very entertain- bo 
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ing to me; and indeed, after the great 
fatigue which J had undergone, I could 
well have diſpenſed with moſt of their 
interrogatories; but inſtead of the diſmiſſion 
and the repoſe which I wiſhed and expected, 
my patience was exhauſted by the abſurd 
curioſity of the whole court, who one after 
another intreated me to favour them with 
my opinion, and inform them of the ſtate 
of their health, merely by feeling the pulſe. 
Having acquitted myſelf to the beſt of my 
ability in this curious enquiry, the prince 
informed me, he had prepared for my re- 
ception a good houſe, whither he deſired 
me to retire, and viſit him the following 
morning early, when I was to examine his 
caſe more particularly. 

The good houſe promiſed me by the 
prince, proved to be a miſerable room in 
the Jewdry, that is, the part of the ſuburb 
inhabited by the Jews, fituated about a 
quarter of a mile from the town. It was, 
however, the habitation of the prince's prin- 
cipal Jew, and the beſt in the place. This 
apartment, which was on the ground floor, 
was narrew and dirty, having no windows 

| to 
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to it, but-opening by means of large. fold- 
ing-doors into a court, where three Jewiſh 
families, who lived all in the ſame houſe, 
threw the whole of their rubbiſh and dirt. 
I ſuppoſe my feelings might be rendered 
more acute by the diſappointment, for on 
being introduced into this wretched hovel, 
I was ſo ſtruck with horror and diſguſt, that 


I was on the point of mounting my horſe, 


for the purpoſe of aſking the prince for 
another apartment; but upon being told it 
was the beſt in the ww, and reflecting 
that I had voluntarily entered upon theſe 
difficulties, I determined to ſtruggle through 
them as well as I could, and conſented for 
the preſent to acquieſce in- this indifferent 
fare. vo ro, Ac 
I took, however, the firſt opportunity of 
repreſenting my diſagreeable ſituation to the 
prince, who gave orders for apartments to 
be fitted up for me in his garden; but from 
the ſlowneſs of the maſons, they were not 
finiſhed in time for me to occupy them 
before I left TARUDPAN T. The prince's 
Jew had directions to ſupply me with every 
thing that was neceſſary; and while at TA- 
| 14 RUDANT 
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RUDANT I had no reaſon. whatever to 


complain of any inattention on the part of 
the prince. BER aff iigt 
As ſoon as my baggage was unpacked, the 
firſt object that occurred to me was to en- 
deavour, under theſe circumſtances, to make 
my ſituation as comfortable as the nature of 
it would admit. At one end of the room I 
placed my three folding ſtools, which I had 
uſed as a bed on the road, and ſcreened it off 
as well as I could with mats, which I fixed 
-acroſs the apartment as à partition, One 
of my boxes was ſubſtituted for a table, and 
another for 2 chair, not being able to pro- 
cure either of thoſe articles in TAR UD ANT. 
At the other end of the room my inter- 
preter placed his bedding on the floor, 
where he ſlept during the whole of our 
ſtay. Vun 
Having furniſhed our room, our next 
object was to conſider in what manner our 
cookery was to be performed. The whole 
of our kitchen furniture conſiſted of one 
{mall iron ſaucepan, one pewter diſh, two 
| pewter plates a horn to drink out of, and 
two knives and forks, As the Moors are 
. | | many 
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wk oe accuſtomed to the uſe of 
| Akfaſting articles we were not at a 
loſs N On the road the iron ſaucepan 
had ſerved very well to boil our eggs and 
 fowls, which, as I before obſerved, were 
the only food we could procure. But at 
TARUDANT we found ourſelves in a land 
of plenty, without having it in our power 
to avail ourſelves of ſuch an advantage. 
After a few days inconvenience on this 
account, I found out a Jew, who contrived 
to dreſs me a few haſhes and ſtews, ſome- 
thing in the Spaniſh ſtile, with which fare 
I was obliged to be ſatisfied during my reſi- 
dence at TARUDANT. | 
Two hours before my arrival, the whole 
of the Engliſh people who had been 
ſhipwrecked, except the captain and a 
Negro, paſſed through the town in their 
way to the metropolis. They had been 
redeemed from the wild Arabs, by Mur Ex 
ABSULEM, with an intent, I preſume, of 
complying with his promiſe, but by the 
emperor's orders were ſent up to Mo- 
ROCCO. 
Upon my viſitin g the prince the follow- 
| ing 
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| ing day, and examining into the nature of 
5 his complaint, I found it to be of the moſt 
deſperate kind; but as I had travelled near 
five hundred miles to ſee him, I could not 
be ſatisfied to return back without attempt- 
ing ſomething. I therefore gave a formal 
opinion to the prince in writing, ſtating, 
that I could by no means abſolutely under- 
take to cure him; that I could not even 

3 fatter him with very great hopes of ſucceſs; 

_ - but that if he choſe to give my plan of 

=_ treatment a trial for a couple of months, we 
could then judge whether the diſeaſe was 
likely to be removed. This plan was ap- 
proved of, and he immediately en his 
courſe of medicines. 

I have already intimated, chat the prince 
had totally loſt the uſe of one eye. by a 
cataract; and I may add, that he had nearly 
loſt that of the other by a ſpaſm, which 
threatened to end in a gutta. ſerena *, and 
which had drawn the eye ſo much towards 
the we as ſometimes —_— to exclude 


* By this diſeaſe is to be utiderſtood, ſuch a fate os he 
optic n nerve as renders it inſenſible to the rays of light, 


the 


X 


the appearance of the pupil. The only re- 
mains of ſight left, were merely ſufficient 
to enable him to ſee large bodies, without 


diſtinguiſhing any of them particularly. The 
ſpaſm was the dilraſc which 1 was en | 


to cure. 


But theſe were by no means the Kalits 
of the prince's complaints. For, in truth, 


his whole frame was ſo enervated by a courſe 


of debauchery, that I found it neceſſary to 


put him under a ſtrict regimen; to enforce. 


the obſervance of which, I committed from 
time to time my directions to writing. They 
were tranſlated into Arabic, and one copy 
delivered to the prince, and the other to his 
confidential friend, who undertook, at my 


requeſt, to ſee them carried into execution. 


As I adminiſtered internal as well as 

topical remedies, I made a point of giving 
them to my patient with my own hand, 
The prince made no difficulty of ſwallowing 


the medicine, however nauſeous; but it was 


a long time before I could make him com- 


prehend, how a medicine introduced into 


the ſtomach could afford any relief to the. 


eye. I muſt, however, do him the juſtice 
| 0 
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to fay, that I found him a more apt-diſciple 


than any of his attendants. Many of them 
could not be made at all to underſtand the 


action of medicines, and of conſequence 


were full of prejudices againſt my mode ws 
treatment. 


In a few days after my. Arſt eke 5 
on the prince, one of his prejudiced friends 


perſuaded his highneſs, that I had adminiſ- 
tered medicines to him intended to produce 
a certain effect upon his conſtitution, ' of 
which I had never entertained ſo much as 
an idea, before it was mentioned to me. 
What this effe& was I cannot with decency 
explain. Suffice it to ſay, that theſe ma- 
lignant infinuations had too powerful an 
effect on the mind of my patient, and he 
expreſſed himſelf to me upon the ſubject 


in terms which I could not hear without the 


moſt poignant indignation and uneaſineſs. 

 T vindicated my conduct as well as I was 
able, under the diſadvantages of an inter- 
pretation, by explaining to him how im- 


poſſible it was for the medicines to have 
the effect he ſuſpected; and how much 


more to my credit, as well as advantage, it 
would 
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would be to re-eſtabliſh his health than to 


do him a prejudice; that a profeſſional man 
had a character, which when once loſt was 
irrecoverable; and that ,therefore I truſted 
he would reflect on my ſituation, and con- 
ſider me in' a more favourable light than 
his reſentment at firſt had led him to ſuggeſt. 
The prince began now to retract his ca- 
lumny, by ſaying, that he believed the 
medicines had produced an effe& different 
from what I intended, but that it was the 
duty of a patient to inform his phyſician of 
every Circumſtance which related to his 
health. In ſhort, after a variety of eæpla- 
nations, I at laſt brought him te conſent to 
give my plan a few day» longer trial, and 
if then there appear-4 any objections to the 
purſuing of 15 1 would willingly conſent to 
give it p entirely. Thoſe days being 
elapſſu and none of the ſuſpected effects 
arpearing, the prince proceeded regularly 
in the courſe agreeably to my directions. 
The intermediate time between my at- 
tendance on the prince, whom I viſited 
twice a day, was employed in reading a few 
books which I brought with me from Mo- 
HET! „„ GODORE, 
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G0DoRE, making little excurſions into the 


country, and viſiting patients at TARu- 
MET: 7} ͤ en | 
Among the latter was the Cal, or 


| judge of the town. This I found to be a 


venerable old man, of about ſeverity years 
of age, whoſe beard was become perfectly 
white, and whoſe countenance, though 
doubtleſs altered by time, yet ſtill retained 
a great expreſſion of vivacity and ſenſe, 
mixed with more apparent goodneſs of heart 


than any I had ſeen in the country. He 


received me with the greateſt reſpect, and 
expreſed his gratitude for my viſit in a 
manner that appeared ſtrongly marked with 
fincerity. He fkwmed fully aware that his 


complaint was merely. a decay of nature, 


and only wiſhed me to admu: ger ſomething 


to him which might palliate his nag urgent 


ſymptoms. With a great ſhare of veling 
he expatiated on the inconveniences I nug 
undergo, from being at ſo great a diſtance 
from my friends, and in a part of the world 
where the manners of the people were 6 
different from what I had been accuſtomed 


to, expreſſing his with at the ſame time to 


render 
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render me every ſervice that a perſon in 
his ſituation could offer. Such an uncom<- 
mon ſhare of ſenſibility and reflection, from 
one whoſe countrymen are in general in a 
very ſmall degree removed from a ſavage 
ſtate, excited in me 4 warm deſire of ren- 
dering my patient a ſervice. Among the 
many queſtions. he put to me, he aſked 
what was cuſtomary for our judges in Eng- 
land to receive as a reward for their ſer- 
vices. Upon my informing him, the CAI 
was in perfect aſtoniſhment: 4 Good God!” 
he exclaimed, © the emperor allows me 
* only fifty ducats (about twelve pounds 
« ſterling) a year!” 
I wiſh I could have it in my power to 
give as favourable an account of my other 
patients at 'TARUDANT, as of this reſpec- 
table old man. The generality of them 
proved inſolent, ungrateful, and many, who 
viſited my habitation, notorious thieves. 
From my apartment being in the houſe of 
a Jew, none of whom dare venture to pre- 
vent a Moor from entering, I was from 
morning to night peſtered with' Arabs, 
mountaineers, and the worſt deſcription of 
| towns- 
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towns-people, who were ſeldom fatisfied : 
with my advice, but inſiſted on my either 
giving them money, or ſomething elſe equal 


in value. Many I turned out of my room 


by force, while with . difficulty they re- | 


ſtrained their reſentment at my conduct, 


and every moment threatened to draw their 


knives upon me; to others, who behaved a 


little better, I gave ſomething to get rid of 
them; and to a third, who were real objects 


of diſtreſs, I with pleaſure extended my ut- 


moſt aſſiſtance. On the whole, my ſitua- 
tion was ſuch as to oblige me to complain 
of it to the prince, who afterwards allowed 


me a ſoldier to mount guard conſtantly at 


my door, who had directions to permit no 
perſon to enter my room without my par- 


ticular permiſſion. 
It was with the greateſt hs that in 


about a fortnight-after my firſt attendance 
on the prince, I obſerved an amendment in 


his complaint. His eye now evinced a 
diſpoſition to recover its former poſitions. 
at firſt he was able only to diſcern light 


from darkneſs, but he could now diſtin- 
guiſh an * at about ten yards diſtance. 
Thgle 


— 
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* flattering Ener entirely re- 
which at firſt aroſe 
in -the ins of the prince's attendants ; and 
his highneſs himſelf; acknowledged that he 
had been too haſty in forming his opinion 
of me. The confidence which this ſucceſs 
occaſioned, induced the prince to admit me 
into his HAREM, where there were ſeveral 
ladies who had occaſion for my ſervices. - 
Though this afforded me an opportunity 
of ſeeing the HAREM, I ſhall wave a par- 
ticular deſcription- of it, as it only differed 


from that of the emperor (which I ſhall 
hereafter very. particularly deſcribe) by be- 


ing upon a ſmaller ſcale. 

Upon receiving the prince's orders to at- 
tend his ladies, one of his friends was im- 
mediately diſpatched with me to the gate 
of the HAREM ; with directions to the Al- 
caide * of the eunuchs to admit myſelf and 
interpreter whenever I thought. ; it neceſ- 


ſary. 
The eunuchs, who have the entire charge 


of the women, and who in fact live always 


* An officer, in che general idea of the word. 
. among 
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among them, are the children of Negro 
flaves. They are generally either very ſhort 
and fat; or elſe tall, deformed, and lame. 
Their voices have that particular tone which 
is obſervable in youths who are juſt arriv- 
ing at manhood; and their perſons altogether 
afford a diſguſting image of weakneſs and 
effeminacy. From the truſt repoſed in them 
by their maſters, and the conſequence which 
it gives them, the eunuchs exceed in inſo- 
lence and pride every other claſs of people 
in the country. They diſplayed indeed ſo 
much of it towards me, that I was obliged, 
in my own defence, to complain of them 
once or twice, and to have them puniſhed. 
Attended by one of theſe people, after 
paſſing the gate of the Harem, which is 
always locked, and under the care of a 
guard of eunuchs, we entered a narrow and 
dark paſſage, which ſoon brought us to the 
court, into which the women's chambers 
open. We here ſaw numbers of both black 
and white women and children; ſome con- 
cubines, ſome ſlaves, and others hired do- 
meſtics. | | 
Upon their obſerving the unufual figure 
1 of 
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of an European, the whole multitude in 3 
body ſurrounded me, and exprefied the ut - 
moſt aſtoniſhment at my dreſs and appear- 
ance. Some ſtood motionleſs, with their 
hands lifted up, their eyes fixed, and their 
mouths open, in the uſual attitude of won 
der and ſurprize. Some burſt into immo- 
derate fits of laughter; while others again 
came up, and, with uncommon attention, 
eyed me from head to foot. The parts of 
my dreſs which ſeemed moſt to attract their 
notice were my buckles, buttons, and ſtock- 
ings ; for neither men nor women in this 
country wear any thing of the kind. With 
reſpect to the club of my hair, they ſeemed 
utterly at a loſs in what view to conſider it; 
but the powder which I wore they conceived | 


to be employed for the purpoſe of deſtroying 


vermin. Moſt of the children, when they 
ſaw me, ran away in the moſt perfect con- 
ſternation; and on the whole I appeared ag 
ſingular an animal, and I dare fay had the 
honour of exciting as much ęurioſity and 


attention, as a lion or a man- tiger juſt im- 


ported from abroad, and introduced into 3 


country town in England on @ market-day. 


K 2 Every 
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Every time I viſited the HAR EM I was 
furrounded and laughed at by this curious 
mob, who, on my entering the gate, fol- 
lowed me cloſe to the very chamber to 
which I was proceeding, and on a the return 
univerſally eſcorted me out. | | 

The greateſt part of the women were 
uncommonly fat and unwieldy; had black 
and full eyes, round faces, with ſmall noſes. 
They were of different complexions; ſome 
very fair, ſome fallow, and others again 7 
perfect Negroes. | n 

One of my new patients being ready to 
receive me, I was deſired to walk into her 
room; where, to my great ſurpriſe, I ſaw 
nothing but a curtain drawn quite acroſs 
the apartment, ſimilar to that of a theatre 
which ſeparates the ſtage from the audi- 
ence. A female domeſtic brought a very 
low ſtool, placed it near the curtain, and 
told me I.was to fit down there, and feel 
her miſtreſs's pulſe. 

- The lady, who had by this time — 
— up courage to fpeak, introduced her 
hand from the bottom of the curtain, and 
deſired me to inform her of all her com- 

plaints, 
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plaints, which ſhe, conceived 1 might per 
fectly perceive by merely feeling the pull 
It was in vain to aſk. her where her pain 
was ſeated, whether in her ſtomach, head, 
or back ; the only anſwet I, could procure, 
was a requeſt to feel the pulſe of the other 
hand, and then point out the. ſeat of the 
diſeaſe, and the nature of the pain. 


Having neither ſatisfied my curioſity by 


exhjbitin g her face, nor made me acquainted 
with the nature of her complaint, I was 
under the neceſſity of informing her ; in po- 


ſitive terms, that to underſtand the diſeaſe 


it was abſolutely neceſſary to ſee the tongue, 
as well as to feel the pulſe ; and that with- 
out it I could do nothing for her, My 
eloquence, or rather that of my Jewiſh in- 
| terpreter, was, however, for a long time 
exerted in vain; and I am perſuaded ſhe 
would have diſmiſſed me without any fur- 
ther enquiry, had not her invention ſup- 
plied her with a, happy expedient to remove 


her embarraſſment. She contrived at laſt 


to cut a hole through the curtain, through 
which ſhe extruded her tongue, and thus 
complied with my injunction as far as it was 

KY © neceſſary 


1 
_—_ 
* * y 
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neceſmry in a medieal view, dur mot ber. 
wually difappointed my curioſity. = 
1 was afterwards ordered to bol ating 
other of the prince's wives, who was af 
fected with 4 ſcrophulous ſwelling in het 
heck. This lady was, in the fathe mannet 
as the other, at firſt excluded from my 
ſight ; but as ſhe was obliged to ſhew me 
her complaint, T had an opportunity of fee- 
ing her face, and obſerved it to be very 
handfome. I was informed that ſhe had 
been at one period the favourite of the 
prince, but owing to this defect he had 
in a great meaſure deſerted her; and this 
circumſtance accounts for the extreme 
anxiety which ſhe ſeemed to expreſs tb get 
rid of this diſagtreable diſeaſ. 
As ſoon as I had examined her geek, ſhe 
took off from her dreſs the whole of her 
gold trinkets, which were very numerbus, 
and of confiderable value, put them inte 
my hand, and defired me to cure Her; 
promiſing a {till greater reward if I ſuc- 
ceeded, Confcious of the uncertainty of 
rendering her any material ſervice, IJ imme- 
diately returned the preſent, and aſſured her 
that 
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proper remedies a fair trial, but that I could 
not be anſwerable for their ſucceſs. There 
is nothing more unpleaſant than the inabi- 
lity of -giving reaſonable ground for hope, 
| when it promiſes to be productive of ſo 
much "happineſs to a fellow-creature., It 
was with pain I obſerved that this poor 
lady, though ſomewhat cheered, . was yet 
diſſatisfied with my reply; ſhe could not 
refrain from ſhewing evident marks of diſ- 
appointment, and even diſpleaſure, at my 


heſitation, by ſaying, ſhe always underſtood 
that a Chriſtian phyſician could cure every 


diſeaſe. 

During the courſe at my attendance in 
the Harem, I had an opportunity of ſee- 
ing moſt of the prince's women, who, ex- 
cluſive of the four wives allowed him by 
his religion, were about twenty in number, 
and who did not, like his wives, diſcover 
that invincible reluctance to the difplay of 
their beauty. They at firſt proved very 
troubleſome patients; for upon my not 
telling them all their complaints immedi- 


ately upon feeling the pulſe, they conſidered 
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me as an ignorant empiric „ Who knew no- 
thing of my A, - Beſides this, I 
found that each of them flattered them- 
ſelves with almoſt an inſtantaneous: cure. 
In ſhort, after-many fruitleſs efforts to teach 
thoſe to reaſon who had hitherto, never 
made the ſmalleſt uſe of their underſtand- 
ings, I was at laſt obliged to adapt my de- 
portment to the capacities of my patients, 
and ſoon acquired among them as much 
unde ſerved commendation as'I 1 incurred 
unmerited reproach e in fron 
Moſt of the women in thi H AREM 
were under thirty years of age, of a corpu- 
lent habit, and of a very aukward gait. 
Their knowledge of / courſe, from hav- 
ing led a life of total ſecluſion from the 
world, was entirely confined to the occur- 
Tences in their HAREM; where, as they 
were allowed a free acceſs to each other, they 
converſed upon ſuch ſubjects as their unin- 
formed underſtandings ſerved to. furniſh 
them 'with. They are never ſuffered to 
go out, but by an expreſs order from the 
prince; and then only when removing 
from one place of reſidenee to another. I 


In 


A TOUR 'TO MOROCCO,'&. 137 


in general found them extremely ignorant, 
proud, and vain of their perſons, even to a 
degree which bordered upon childifhnefs. 
Among many ridiculous queſtions, they 
aſked my interpreter if I could + read: and 
write; upon being anſwered in the affirmas 
tive, they expreſſed the utmoſt ſurpriſe and 
admiration at the abilities of the Chriſtians: 
There was not one among them who could 
do either; theſe rudiments of learning are 
indeed only the lot of a few of their men; 
who! on that account are named TAL Es, 
or explainers of the Mahometan la. 
Among the concubines of the prince 
there were ſix female ſlaves of the age of 
fifteen, who were preſented to him by a 
Moor of diſtinction. One of theſe was 
deſcended: from an Engliſh renegado, an- 
other from a Spaniſh, and the other four 
were of Mooriſh extraction. 

Where the more ſolid and uſeful accom- 
pliſhments are leaſt cultivated, a taſte is 
often found to prevail for thoſe which are 
purely ornamental and frivolous. Theſe 
devoted victims of libidinous pleaſure. re- 
ceived a daily leſſon of muſic, by order of 
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te prince, from à Moor who had paſſed 
foe little time in London and Italy, where 
he had acquired a ſlight knowledge of that 
ſcience. I had an opportunity of being pre- 
ſent at one of theſt performances, but cannot 
ſay'T received much amuſement, in a muſi- 
tal view, from my viſit. It was à concert 
vocal and inſtrumental: the inſtruments 
uſed upon this occaſion were the mandoline, 
a kind of violin with only two ſtrings, and 
the tabor. The principal obje& in their 
performance ſeemed to be noiſe; it was 
without the leaſt attention to melody, va- 
_ riety, or taſte, and was merely drawing out 
a wild and melancholy ſtrain. 

Converſation, however, forms the _ 

cipal entertainment in theſe gloomy retire 
ments. When I viſited the Harem, I 
never found the women engaged in any 
other employment than that of converſing 
on the ground in circles. In fact, as all 
their needle-work is performed by Jeweſſes, 
and their cookery, and the management of 
their chambers, by their ſlaves and domeſ- 
tics, of which they have a proportionable 
number, according to the favour they are in 
with 


with the prince, it is not eaſy for them to 
find means of occupying their time, and 
particularly fince none of them are able to 
read or write. It is impoffible, indeed, to 
refle& on the ſituation of theſe unfortunate 
women without the moſt lively fentimetits 
of compaſſion, Excluded from the enjoy- 
ment of freſh air and exerciſe, ſo neceſ- 
fary for the ſupport of health and life; de- 


prived of all ſociety but that of their fel- 
lo- ſufferers, 4 ſociety to which moſt of 


them would prefer ſolitude itſelf; they ate 
only to be conſidered as the. moſt abje& of 
ſlaves—layes to the vices and caprice of a 


licentious tyrant, who exacts even from his 


wives themſelves a degree of ſubmiſſion and 
reſpect which borders upon idolatfy, and 


which God and nature never meant m 


be paid to a mortal. 

After the lapſe of a third week, thete 
was a conſiderable amendment in the 
prince's complaint. He began to diſtin- 
guiſh very large writing; and he aſſured me 
that he had written with his own hand a 


letter to the emperor, wherein he inform- 


ed him of the relief wp attendance had 


9 afforded 
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afforded him; aſſuring me, that his father 
would reward me . W hs I 
effected a cure. 6 
Our intercourſe was at this as im- 
tr; into intimacy. He uſed to ſee me 
without reſerve, and often at a time when 
he had his women with him, which, I Was 
informed, was a mark of confidence with 
which no other man had ever before been 
honoured. He made me feel their pulſes, 
and obliged one of them, who was remark- 
ably fat and unwieldy, to be held on the 
floor by two of the others, while I dropped 
into her eye ſome of the ſame medicine 
which I had occaſion to apply to his, The 
violent but temporary pain brought on by 
this application produced an immoderate 
fit of laughter in the prince, as well as in 
the other ladies; and the object of it, 
though in moſt violent pain, to evince her 
reſ pect to his royal highneſs, declared it to 
be a very pleaſant ſenſation. 6 
Upon other occations he would Fear, 
me for two, and ſometimes three hours, 
enquiring concerning European cuſtoms, 
and pargioularly thoſe of the Engliſh, their 
| religion, 


L 
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religion, laws, and government. He made 
ſome comments upon what I told him, 
manifeſted an earneſt deſire of information, 


and appeared greatly intereſted in the con- 


verſation. At other times, when he had 
been put out of humour, after I had felt 
his pulſe, and adminiſtered to him the me- 


dicines, he would diſmiſs me without aſk- 
ing me to ſit down, or even allowing me 


to aſk any further queſtions. —But the cu- 


rioſity of the reader is probably by this 


time excited reſpecting the perſon and cha- 
racter of this prince; and perhaps it cannot 
be gratified at a more convenient 1 of 
the Narrative. * 0 

Mork ABSULEM is of the middle fize, 
of rather a corpulent - habit, and about 
thirty-five years of age. His features are 
very much disfigured by the great defe& in 


his eyes; the cataract having entirely ob- 
ſcured one of them, and the other being 
drawn quite on one ſide by the violence of 


the ſpaſm. Theſe circumſtances, joĩned to 


the great natural ſize and prominency of 


both eyes, a bad ſet of teeth, and a ſallow 
complexion, will not allow me to ſay that 
e the 
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time, leſs of that ſagacity, acuteneſs, and 
activity, which is ſo neceſſary for the govern- 
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the. prince has the ſmalleſt pretenſions to 


the character of handſome. His dreſs was 
the fame as that of other Moors, which I 
ſhall hereafter deſeribe, except a filk taſſel 
to his turban, which is in this country a 


diſtinctive mark of royalty, When I firſt 


ſaw him, he was covered with a looſe ſur- _ 
tout, made of red woollen cloth, and edged 
with fur-fkin, which the Moors term 4 
CAFTAN. Indeed the only diſtinction of 
dreſs in this country js in the good or bad 
qualities of the materials. I have ſeen in- 
ſtances of private Moors, whoſe dreſs was 


much richer than that of any of the princes, 


or even of the emperor himſelf. The at- 


tendants of the prince conſiſted principally 


of ſoldiers, of which he has an unlimited 
number, pages, who are generally about his 
perſon, black eunuchs, and a few black 
flaves. | | 

The character of MuLgEy ABSULEM is 
marked with leſs of ſeverity and cruelty than 
that of the greater part of the Mooriſh 
princes; it poſſeſſes however, at the ſame 


ment 
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ment of ſo uncivilized a people as the 
Moors. To be explicit, this prince is natu- 
rally of a mild and indolent diſpoſition; im- 
moderately indulgent to his paſſions, when 
he can enjoy them without much trouble; 
and very little ambitious of fame. 

Till very lately he had accuſtomed him 
ſelf to drink, to a very great exceſs, ſtrong 
brandy ; that he has now entirely relin- 
quiſhed, and his principal paſſion ſince has 
been the love of women, which engrofles 
the whole of his attention and time. I 

obſerved, however, that he allowed his la- 
dies much more indulgence than is in ge- 
neral cuſtomary among the Moors; and I 
found that even in his preſence they con- 
verſed among each other with as much 
freedom as if they had been by them | 
ſelves. 

From the ſketch kth [ have given of 
the prince's character, it will be no difficult 
matter to diſcover the reaſons why his 
father's wiſhes for appointing him his ſuc» 
ceſſor were diſappointed. He was rich, it 
is true, but a great part of his wealth was 
ſquandered on ſenſual gratifications; and the 
total want of energy in his character pre- 
vented 
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vented his ſecuring friends in a country, ; 
where cruelty and great activity are con- 
ſidered as the Hus Wa = t 
reignty. 

The advan 1928 of e e 
can only be ſeen by contemplating the ſtate 
of thoſe monarchies where it does not exiſt. 
In Morocco, where there is no regu- 
lar or fixed order of ſucceſſion, though 
the emperor is indulged in the formality of 
nominating his ſucceſſor, yet the ſword 
ſupplies the place of right; and that prince 


who can acquire the greateſt number of 


friends, and conſequently the ſtrongeſt army, 
ſucceeds to the throne, This circumſtance 
is often attended with the moſt fatal effects, 
and has given riſe to thoſe, bloody revolu- 
tions which from one period to another 
have ſhaken and depopulated the empire 
of Morocco. The late emperor 811 
 Manomer, from having no competitors, 
enjoyed a much more peaceful reign than 
any of his predeceſſors. How far his ſuc- 
ceſſor, who has ſeveral brothers, each feel- 

ing an equal claim to the throne, will be 
equally ſucceſsful, time only muſt deter- 
mine. 


. 
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CHAF.- YL 
Deſeription of TARUDANT.— Country of 


VreD pe Non.—Markets for the Sale 
of Cattle. —Extraordinary Amendment in 
the Prince's Complaint.—Great Civility 


from two Moors. — Singular Adventure.— 

The Prince ordered on a Pilgrimage to 
Mzx cc a.—Tnterceſſion in Favour of the 
Engliſh Captives. —Unexpetted Order fo 
. e to Morocco, 


8 it is qdite unfaſhionable in this coun- 
try to go even to the next ſtreet 'on 


foot, and as my ſituation was at ſome diſ- 


tance from that of the prince, his highneſs 
made me a preſent of an horſe, which, 
however, I could not ſay was one of the 
beſt in the country. But as I had once 
engaged in this ſervice, I conceived it my 
| intereſt to make the beſt of every ſituation. 


In the hours, therefore, when my perſonal 


attendance on my patient was not demand- 
ed, I frequently made uſe of my Roſinante, 
L both 
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both for the purpoſe of exerciſe, and for 


the gratification of my curioſity in viſiting 
every thing which appeared worthy of in- 


ſpection. The following are the principal | 


obſervations which I was able to collect in 
the courſe of my excurſions; and I flatter 


myſelf they will ſerve at leaſt to give a 


general idea of the city where I reſided, 
and its environs. 

TARUDANT, now the capital of the pro- 
vince of Suz, was formerly, while the em- 


pire was divided into petty ſtates, the me- 


tropolis of a kingdom. It lies, in a fine 
but uncultivated plain, about twenty miles 


to the South of the Ar LAS, and may be 


conſidered as the frontier town of that part 
of the emperor's dominions. The emperor, 


it is true, claims the ſovereignty of the 


deſert of ZAHARA, and the territory of 
VLED pe Non. But his authority over 


that part of the country is almoſt nominal ; 


as it entirely depends on the caprice and 
inclination of the Arabs who inhabit it; 
and who, from their diſtant ſituation from 
the ſeat of government, are more properly 
under the dominion of their own chiefs. 


They 
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| They acknowledge the emperor to be their 


ſovereign, and the head of their church, 
and occaſionally pay him tribute as ſuch ; 
but they pay no attention whatever to his 
particular orders, and over their interior 


government he has not the leaſt controul. 


Theſe people conſiſt of different tribes 


of Arabs, who live in tents without any 
fixed places of reſidence. They wander 
cover the country in ſearch of plunder, and 
are ſuppoſed, on ſome occaſions, to extend 


their depredations as far as Nigritia, whence 


they carry off Negroes. They profeſs the 


Mahometan religion, though they inter- 


mix with it a great portion of idolatry 
and in the deſerts, where no water can be 


procured for the purpoſe of ablution, they 


ſubſtitute ſand. Their manner of treating 
thoſe unfortunate mariners who have the 
misfortune to be ſhipwrecked on their coaſt, 
I ſhall hereafter have occaſion to rere | 
ſent. 

The walls of TaRUDANT, now half in 
ruins, are very extenſive, and encloſe a much 
larger ſpace of ground than is occupied by 
ie buildings. The houſes, which are com- 


L 2 poſed 
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poſed of earth and mud, beaten very tight 
in a wooden caſe, and left to be dried by 
the ſun, have only apartments on the ground 
floor; and as each houſe is ſurrounded by 
a garden and wall, the place altogether 
bears a greater reſemblance to a well-peopled 
fpot of country, or a collection of hamlets, 
than a town. This idea is much increaſed 
by the number of lofty palm, or date-trees, 
which are intermixed with, and overlook the 
houſes, affording, altogether a very rural ap- 
pearance. 'The apartments ar2 in general 
mean and inconvenient, and principally in- 
habited by the lower claſs of mechanics, 
as there are very few Moors of diſtinction 
reſiding at TARUD ANT. It is true, when 


the prince is there, he brings with him 


all his attendants and friends, but they 


generally live in the caſtle, and are by no 


means to be conſidered as the inhabitants 
of the town. 

From the irregular and fraggling man- 
ner in which the town is built, it is im- 
poſſible to form a conjecture concerning the 
number of houſes and inhabitants it con- 


tains. As its extent, however, i is conſider- 


able, 
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able, it may be accounted an important and 
populous city, when compared with moſt 
of the others in the emperor's dominions. 
The principal manufactures. at TARU- 
DANT. are making of fine HAIcks, and 
the working of copper, which is procured 
in great plenty from a neighbouring mine. 
They have a regular market twice a week, 
where-all kinds of cattle and proviſions are 
brought to be diſpoſed of. For the fale of 
horſes and mules the proprietor of the mar- 
ket employs men on purpoſe to ride, and 
exhibit the beaſts to the beſt advantage, 
and afterwards to put them up to public 
auction. In theſe ſales, if the higheſt bid- 
der does not offer a price agreeable to the 
owners, they are at liberty to refuſe ſelling 


them. This cuſtom prevents many of thoſe 1 
6 impoſitions in the ſale of cattle, which too 1 
T- frequently prevail in European fairs and H 
markets. By thus putting the cattle up 4 
. to public auction, thoſe perſons who have 3 
X really good ones will in general get their 1 
* full price for them; and thoſe buyers, who 2 
. from their ignorance might be liable to be | vj 
5 impoſed upon, can without much difficulty 2 
e, Bo L 3 o A | 
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form a tolerable idea of the real value of 
the animal by the price which others bid. 
The jewdry is a miſerable place, fro: 
ated about a quarter of a mile from the 
town. The inhabitants are in the moſt 
abject ſtate of poverty and ſubjection, and 
when they enter the Mooriſh town are 
obliged to go barefooted. The caſtle, 
which is very extenſive, and ſituated half- 
way between the town and DAR BEYDA, 
the reſidence of the prince, is encloſed in 
a tolerably neat garden, which was planned 
by a Frenchman. It is divided into three 
parts; one for the prince, which he oc- 
caſionally uſes, the other for his women, 
named the HAREM *, and the third for all 
thoſe who are in the ſervice of the prince. 
As the prince's recovery became daily 
obſervable, I thought I might venture ta 
try him with a large watch which I had 
with me, to ſee whether he could point 
out the time of the da ay. In this he 


Europeans have in general an idea, that the place 
allotted for the women to live in is named the Seraglio. 
This is quite erroneous. Seraglio means properly a palace, 
and the women's place of reſidence i is the Harem. 


e 
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ſucceeded very well, and had diſcernment 
enough to obſerve, that it was an old watch, 
and in part broken. He there efore begged 
my acceptance of a yery elegant gold one, 
requeſting of me to wear it inſtead of the 
other. The handſome manner in which 
his highneſs made this preſent, gave me 
a much more flattering idea of his character 
than his conduct Wanken warranted. But 
we are to recollect, that he was then in the 
act of receiving a benefit from me; that the 
journey which he was afterwards obliged to 
undertake, put it out of my power to render 
Him any further ſervice; and therefore, to an 
illiberal and uncultivated mind, the motive 
for continuing any acts of generoſity or 
kindneſs no longer exiſted. 

In the courſe of my viſits to the prince, 
I occaſionally met with two Moors, one of 
whom had been in Italy for ſome time, 
and the other in England, who could ſpeak 
a little of the Engliſh language. I men- 
tion theſe men not only from motives of 
gratitude, but alſo to evince, that it is by 
improving the mind, and by converſing with 
refined and civilized people only, that we 


L 4 are 
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are able to conquer illiberal prejudiees. 
From an impulſe of benevolence, for it 
could proceed from no other motive, fince 
they had not received the ſmalleſt favour 
from me, they in a ſhort time contracted ſo 
warm a friendſhip for me, that had JI been 
their neareſt relation, they could not have 
ſhewn it in a ſtronger manner OW I ex- 
perienced. 

They not oy: expreſſed their Adress at 
ſeeing me in a country where I muſt be 
_ continually ſubject to inſult, and where the 
manner of living muſt be fo very different 
from that to which they knew by their 
own experience I had been accuſtomed, but 
they alſo took me to their houſes, intro- 
duced me to their wives, and deſired them 
to take the fame care of me as of their own 
family. This was not all they urged me 
to allow one of them to go into ſome other 
apartments, which they could obtain from 
the prince, and almoſt inſiſted upon my 
accepting of theirs. To this friendly pro- 
poſal, however, I could not accede. Indeed 
I was in daily expectation of taking poſ- 
ſeſſion of the apartments promiſed me by 
the 
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the prince; and had it been otherwiſe I 
could never have intruded ſo much upon 
their friendſhip as to have conſented to 
this requeſt. They continually, however, 
obliged me to accept of tea and ſugar, and 

many other articles, which from their ſcar- 
city at TARUDANT were very valuable. 
Of money they knew I was not in want, 
as I drew upon Mr. Hutchiſon's agent for 
that article; but of thoſe little rarities 


which they frequently ſent to the prince, 


I was always kindly compelled to take my 
ſhare. Had theſe two eſtimable perſons 
received all the advantages of a liberal edu- 
cation, what an ornament would they have 
proved to ſociety, and of what extenſive 
utility to their nation ! 

On returning home from one of my viſits 
to the prince, and having paſſed the gate- 
way, which is very lofty, and leads to the 


town, I was ſurprized at hearing a number 


of voices from above calling out very loudly, 


'T1B1B, TIBI B]! (Doctor, doctor !)—On 
looking back I obſerved Mol EYOMAR, one 
of the late emperor's ſons, and half-brother 
to MuLEY ABSULEM, fitting in great ſtate 

on 
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on the centre of the wall over the gate- 


way, with a number of his attendants on. 


each fide of him. I immediately rode up 


to the prince, and found him a tolerably 


good looking young man, of about two- and- 
twenty. He was rather of a dark com- 


plexion, and his features were ſtron gly mark 


ed with good nature. After the uſual ſalu- 


tation, and having anſwered his queſtion, 


whether I approved of the horſe his bro- 
ther had given me, I took my leave; but 
could not poſſibly conceive the reaſon why 
a perſon of his conſequence ſhould be ſeat- 
ed in ſo ſtrange a place. I had not ridden 


far, before I obſerved about an hundred 


Moors on horſeback, who were upon the 
full gallop, and firing at each other in a 
ſtrange and irregular manner. I now was 


informed that this was a ſham fight, per- 


formed for the amuſement of the prince, 


who had choſen the top of the gateway for 


his place of obſervation. 


As I found it an eafier matter to keep 
my mind employed in the day-time than in 
the evening, I accuſtomed myſelf to go to 
bed, as well as to riſe, very early. One 

X | evening 
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evening I had not retired to reſt more than 
three hours, when I was alarmed by a noiſe, 
which I at firſt imagined was occaſioned by 
thieves getting into the houſe. There had 
been lately a great number of robberies at 
TARUDANT committed by the Arabs, who, 
as the houſes in general were conſtructed of 
nothing but mud, had a cuſtom of making 
a hole in the wall large enough to admit 
themſelves through, without occaſioning 
the leaſt alarm to any of the family. This 
I conceived to be the eaſe, and ſuppoſed 
that the noiſe I heard aroſe from the acci- 
dental falling down of part of the wall. 

I immediately got up and flew to the 
door,, which was already opened by my 
interpreter, who had riſen -before me, and 
there J obſerved the whole of my neigh- 
bours with lights in their hands, and in 
their ſhirts and ſhifts, in a perfect ſtate of 
conſternation. They were ſtanding as if 
totally unconſcious where they were, and 
without the power of ſpeech. Indeed the 
alarm had occaſioned the fame apprehenſions 
in them that it had in me, and they had 
| juſt advanced as far as the ſpot where I firſt 
g ſaw 
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ſaw them, without having the reſolution to 
examine any further into the cauſe of the 


Deiſe. 7 

My interpreter, though bus lüttie better 
than the others, had ſummoned up courage 
enough to approach the ſpot whence the 
noiſe aroſe ; he there found that one fourth 
of the houſe, which was built in a ſquare, 
with a court in the centre, had entirely 
fallen down, and buried in its ruins two 
Jews, who were fleeping in the fallen apart- 
ment. I immediately aſſiſted, and we ſoon 
brought the two men into my room, where 


J examined them very particularly, and 
found them ſpeechleſs—but ſpeechleſs only 


from fright. I muſt confeſs this accident, 
which had occaſioned a crack in my apart- 
ment, increaſed my anxiety to change it, 
as it was impoſſible to ſay how ſoon I might 
be in the ſame predicament with the two 
Jews whom I and my interpreter had ex- 


tricated from the ruins ; but notwithſtand- 


ing all my importunities I could not per- 
ſuade the prince's maſons to. work faſt 
enough to prove of any utility. 


Among the many inconveniences which | 


I experienced 


— 


% 
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T experienced at TARUDANT, were the 
frequent inſults I received in the ſtreets, 
for which I could certainly have had re- 
dreſs, but the number of new faces which 
were daily appearing, made applications for 
it entirely uſeleſs. One day in my way to 
the prince I was inſulted by an ill- looking 
Moor, who, under the ſanction of a SHA 
RIF®, thought himſelf juſtifiable in ſo 
doing; and therefore 1 in a very rude manner 
ran his mule directly upon me, with an in- 
tention of either giving me a ſevere blow, 
or of frighting my horſe. I immediately 
expoſtulated with him upon the impro- 
priety of ſuch brutal behaviour; upon which 
he told me I might go to the devil, for he 
was a SHARIF, Upon this I found it 
neceflary to explain to him that I was ſur- 
geon to his prince, who from being gover- 
nor of the province, and from having me 
under his immediate protection, would pay 
very little attention to his being a SHARIF, 
but would puniſh him in ſuch a manner as 


* SHARIFS are men Who profeſs themſelves to be the 
deſcendants. of Mahomet, and on that account are held } in 
great eſteem, 
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his conduct merited; that I was then going 
to his highneſs, and as I was well ac- 
quainted with his name, ſhould make my 
complaint of him. With a meanneſs pro- 

portioned to his pride, this haughty Sn a- 
RIF turned back his mule, and offered any 
atonement I could point out, even that of 
going down upon his knees, if I would 


forgive this offence, for he dreaded the idea 


of his inſolence being made known to the 
prince. I immediately conſented to accept 
his ſubmiſſion, but admoniſhed him, though 
a SHARIF, to be cautious in future how he 
committed ſuch a breach of Rs a9 
to inſult a ſtranger. 

At the end of the fourth week, the prince 
informed me that he had received orders 
from the emperor to prepare himſelf to 
proceed on a pilgrimage to Mecca, but 
that it was his intention to take me up to 
Morocco, where he would introduce me 
to his father, whence I was to accom- 
pany him to Fez and Mrquinez, where 
he would give me a detachment of ſoldiers, 
which ſhould conduct me to TANOGIER. 
By theſe means,” added his highneſs, 

66 you 


EY 


A TOUR TO MOROCCO, S. 159 
* you will have an opportunity of telling 
* your brother Chriſtians what a number 
« of fine places you have ſeen in this 
e country.” His departure from TAR U- 
DANT, however, was not to take place for 
ſome weeks, ſo that it would not interfere 
with the plan of cure which I was at pre- 
ſent purſuing.” 

In the courſe. of our converſation, during 
the different times I viſited the prince, I 
repeatedly urged him to redeem out of his 
captivity Captain Irving, the maſter of the 
ſhipwrecked Guinea-man, agreeably to his 
promiſe, and always received the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances that my requeſts would be com- 
plied with; but hitherto 5 had been 
done. I therefore proceeded upon another 
plan, which as it operated to the intereſt 

of the prince, I flattered myſelf would be 
attended with more ſucceſs. I told him 
that Captain Irving was a phyſician, whom 
I knew to be a man of great abilities (for 
he really was brought up to the profeſſion) 
and that his advice was highly neceſſary in 
order to promote and facilitate my plan of 
cure, and therefore I wiſhed him to be ſent 
for 


2 
„ 8 
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for immediately. The prince, though ſatiſ- 
filed with my conduct, was highly pleaſed 
with the idea of novelty, and ſoon obtained 
the emperor's permiſſion to ſend for him 
up to TARUDANT. 

Having no European with whom I could 
converſe, and reſiding among the very worſt, 
part of the Moors, who haraſſed me at 
one time with their ſolicitations for relief, 
and at another with their inſolence, it will 
eaſily be conceived that my time was not 
ſpent in the moſt agreeable manner poſlible 
at TARUDAN T. My attendance however 
on the prince, and the apparently great 
amendment in his health, ſerved in ſome 
meaſure to keep up my ſpirits, amuſe me, 
and enable me to bear my ſituation with 
| patience. | 

At the expiration of five weeks, during 
which time the prince expreſſed the moſt 
perfect ſatisfaction at the relief which I had 
afforded him, an order came down from the 
emperor, commanding my immediate pre- 
_ ſence at Morocco. It may well be con- 
ceived that I could not receive this order 
without ſtrong emotions of chagrin and 

ſurpriſe. 
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ſurpriſe. - From the well-known diſpoſition 


of theſe people, I was aware that had any 
accident happened to the prince during my 


attendance on him, ſuch an order would 
probably have been the conſequence ; but 
to remove me from my patient, at a time 
when his highneſs was continually inform- 
ing his father of his amendment, was a 
myſtery which I could not unfold. I re- 
peatedly urged the prince to explain the 
reaſon of this extraordinary conduct in the 
court; but he was either unable or unwil- 
ling to afford me any information. 


Conſcious how uſeleſs and abſurd the 


attempt would be to withſtand a poſitive 
order of the emperor, in a government ſo 


uncommonly deſpotic, and reflecting upon 


the favourable ſtate of the prince's health, 
after revolving the queſtion again and again 
within my own mind, I in the end (fo ready 
are our imaginations to flatter us on every 


occaſion) brought myſelf to hope that the 


journey might prove rather to my advan- 


tage than otherwiſe. How egregiouſly de- 
ceived I was in thoſe hopes the ſequel will 
* prove.— A gold watch, an indit- 
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ferent horſe, and a few hard dollars, forced 

a into my hand contrary to my inclination, 

were the princely and mien rewards 

-which I received for taking'a journey of 

| five hundred miles, and an aſſiduous atten- 
dance on an ungrateful deſpo t! 
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CHAP: VII. 


Journey over Mount Ar LAs from TARU- 
DANT fo MoRocco.—Retinue.—Dan- 
gerous Paſſage over Mount ATL AS.— 
Deſcription of Mount ATL As. — Na- 
tural Produttions.— Animals.— Beautiful 
Vallies. — Manners and C tome of the 
BREBE . Views in the Moun- 

Tainc. 


N the zoth of November, between 
ſeven and eight in the morning, I 

took my leave of the prince, having previ- 
ouſly intreated him to continue his courſe 
of medicines, and left T ARUD ANT, under 
the charge of an AL AID E, and two ſol- 
diers of the Negro cavalry, who carried up 
the annual preſent from the prince to the 
emperor, of fix horſes and three boxes of 
money. Theſe, with my interpreter, a Jew, 
who ſerved both as cook and groom, and a 
| M 2 muleteer, 
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muleteer, who had the charge of my bag- 
gage, were my party for the journey. 
Between twelve and one at noon we ar- 
rived at the foot of Mount ATL as, about 
twenty miles from TARUDANT, where we 
pitched a very elegant tent, which the 


prince had procured for me, adjoining to 


ſome Mooriſh huts. We found the coun- 
try in our way hither a woody and unculti- 
vated plain. | 

On the following day at fix in | the morn- 
ing we. ſtruck the tent, and immediately 
began to aſcend Mount Ar LAS. For near 
four hours we had one continued, difficult, 
and fatiguing aſcent, owing to the road be- 
ing narrow, rocky, and ſteep. From its 
abrupt and angular turnings the Moors 
diſtinguiſh it by an Arabic name, which 
ſignifies the camel's neck. 

In many places, and particularly on the 
higher parts of the mountain, beſides the 
inconvenience of a rocky road, which was 
only broad enough to allow one mule with 
difficulty to paſs, we had a tremendous 
perpendicular precipice on one fide, and 
even in ſome places, where the mountain 

Conſiſted 
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conſiſted of only a narrow ridge of rock, on 
both. It was aſtoniſhing to obſerve with 
what caſe and ſafety our mules aſcended and 
deſcended the rough and uneven paths over 
the mountains, without putting us under 
the neceſſity of diſmounting. By two in 
the afternoon we began to deſcend, and ar- 
rived at a ſmall village, in the centre of | 
which we pitched the tent. 

On the following morning, at a little "Sk 
fore fix, we proceeded on our journey, and 
at five in the evening arrived at the termi- 
nation of the mountains, where we' ſlept 
that night. The firſt part of this day's 
journey was a deſcent on a moſt dreadfully 
ſteep and rocky road, which at laſt brought 
us into a beautiful vale, between two very 
high mountains, which immediately opens 
into the plains of Morocco, in a manner 
that is truly pictureſque and ſublime. 

I confeſs it would have gratified me to 
have prolonged my ſtay for a little while in 
theſe mountains, ſo fertile in objects inte- 
reſting to curiotity. The few obſervations 
which I was able to collect in my paſſage 
| M 3 „ 
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over them I ſhall, however, preſent to. my 
readers, without any further apology. 
The Ar L As are a chain of high _— 

_ tains interſected with deep vallies, which 
extend from the Eaſtern to the Weſtern 
parts of Barbary, dividing it into two parts 
or ſections. Thoſe to the Weſtward, from 
their height, are named the GREATER 
ATLAs, and thoſe to the Eaſtward the 
LessER. So immenſe is the height of 
theſe mountains, and particularly of thoſe 
in the neighbourhood of Morocco, that 
though ſo far to the Southward, their ſum- 

mits are perpetually covered with ſnow. 
When Morzg ABSULEM, the following 

January, paſſed _ the ſame track which 
1 had paſſed in December, it ſnowed the 
whole way; and from MoRocco we at 
that time could not diſcover any part of 
the mountains which was not completely 

white. 

The atmoſphere 1 near tis ſummits is 
intenſely cold, to a degree indeed which is 
frequently found to be deſtructive to ani- 
mal life. I was well informed that ſome 

— +. „ 7770 


A TOUR TO MOROCCO;"t%. 167 


BaeBEs, who had attempted to aſcend: the 
ately on the. ſpot, while others who were 
engaged in the ſame. attempt were obliged 
to return with the utmoſt precipitaney 
As December was not the moſt favour- 
able ſeaſon for botanical reſearches, I ſaw 
httle vegetation on the mountains, except 
the arga-tree, on which I have already 
made fome remarks when ſpeaking of the 
natural productions of the country in gene- 
ral; but I am informed from the beſt au- 
thority, that in the ſpring theſe mountains 
abound with an innumerable variety of cu- 
rious plants. Indeed I have great reaſon to 
believe the natural philoſopher would find 
a nobler ſcope in this country for his en- 
quiries than in almoſt any part of the globe; 
and that the knowledge of medicine, as well 
as of botany, would be improved by a phi- 
loſophical tour over the ATL As. 

In the interior parts of the mountains 
there are, as I have before obſerved, nume- 
rous iron-mines, and the Moors have an 
opinion that there are gold ones alſo; but 

| the trath of this has not been aſcertained. 
„ I was 
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I was informed of ſeveral volcanoes which 
exiſted in different parts, but as I did not. 
fee them, I only give this as a mere report; 
though from the nature of things I cannot 
help repeating, that I think it highly 
probable many curious and valuable ar- 
ticles are concealed in the bowels of 
theſe unknown mountains, which indolence 
and want of emulation, ſo ſtrongly inter- 
woven in the diſpoſition and character of 
the Moors, will not ſuffer them to ex- 
plore. 8 
With reſpect to animal 3 
Mount ATLAs abounds with lions, tigers, 
wolves, wild boars, and monſtrous ſerpents. 
But except when the neceſſity produced by 
an extremely ſevere winter drives theſe ani- 
mals into the vales or tracks of men, they 
generally confine themſelves to the moſt 
inacceſſible parts of the mountains. This 
remark, however, is not to be underſtood 
without exceptions; for when I was at 
TARUDANT a tiger was killed quite cloſe 
to the town; and there have been many 
inſtances of their ranging far beyond the 
limits of the mountains, The means made 
| uſe 
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uſe of by the inhabitants to ſecure them- 
{elves from their attacks at night are, by 
making large and numerous wood-fires, 
which the wild beaſts ſeldom venture to 
approach. When I paſſed over the moun- 


tains, I met with no animals of prey, n 


ſome remarkably large eagles. 

On the upper parts, in ſome places, cheep 
was nothing to be ſeen but an huge maſs 
of barren and rugged rocks, whoſe perpen- 
dicular and immenſe heights formed preci- 
pices, which, upon looking down, filled 
the mind with inexpreſſible horror; in 
others, we paſſed through thick and ex- 
tenſive foreſts of the arga- tree, which, 
though it afforded an agreeable variety, be- 
ing the only vegetable on the mountains, 
very little leſſened the general appearance 
of barrenneſs. | 

The vallies, however, preſented us with 
a very different ſcene. Here we obſerved 
numerous villages, gardens, and incloſures, 
which, though in December, were beauti- 
fully covered with verdure, and filled with 
fruit-trees of every deſcription, Corn grew 


at this ſeaſon in the greateſt abundance, - 


intermixed 
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intermixed with plantations of olives: and 
oranges, and ſerved as the reſort of a variety 
of ſinging birds of every deſcription. - In 
ſome places ſmall caſcades of water iſſued 
from the rocks and mountains above, nnit- 
ing and forming one continued ftream, 
which plentifully watered the plain. In 
fact, this ſcene afforded the moſt pleaſing 
relief to the mind, after the fatigues and 
daangers we had experienced i in the re | 
parts of the mountains. 

The villages conſiſted of huts, rudely 
donſtructed of earth and mud, and walled 
in. They are very numerous, and are in- 

habited by a ſet of people who are named 
BREBEs. Theſe people differ entirely from 
the Arabs and Moors. They are the origi- 
nal inhabitants of the country, who at the 
time of the conqueſt by the Arabs fled into 
theſe mountains, where they have ever ſince 
continued, and in a great meaſure main- 
tained their independence. Each village is 
under the direction of a SHAIK, who, con- 
trary to the practice in the encampments 
of the Arabs, is an officer of their own. 
choice. 


The 
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The BRB Es are a very athletic and 
ſtrong- featured people, patient, and accuſ- 
tomed to hardſhips and fatigue, and ſeldom 
remove far from the ſpot where they reſide. 
They ſhave the fore part of the head, but 
ſuffer their hair to grow from the crown 
as far behind as the neck. They wear no 
ſhirt or drawers ; they are only covered by 
one woollen garment without ſleeves, and 
belted round the middle, though I have 
ſeen ſome few cover it with the haick, 
Their principal amuſement is in the uſe. 
of their muſkets ; they are indeed excellent 
markſmen, and are very dexterous in twirl- 
ing their muſkets round, throwing them 
very high in the air, and afterwards catch- 
ing them. So attached are they to theſe 
inſtruments, that they frequently go to the 
expence of ſixty or even eighty ducats, to 
ornament them with filver and ivory. 
Their employment conſiſts principally in 
_ cultivating the vallies, looking after their 
cattle, and hunting wild beaſts, the ſkins 
of which become a very valuable article for 
ſale. Like the Arabs they have their re- 
gular markets for we diſpoſal of cattle, &c. 


where 
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where they cither receive money or ſome 
other article in exchange. They have fal- 
len, in a great meaſure, into the cuſtoms. 
and religion of the Moors, but they till 
retain their original language; and a Moor 
is frequently obliged to uſe an interpreter 
to enable him to converſe with them. 

Beſides thoſe who reſide in huts in the 
* which are numerous, there are alſo 
others who live in caves in the upper parts 
of the mountains; ſo that the number of 
the whole muſt be very conſiderable. 

From their ſecure ſituation, the BREBES, | 
although inhabiting a conſiderable tract 
within the bounds of the empire, have fre- 
quently proved very troubleſome to the. 
Mooriſh monarchs, ſometimes paying them 
tribute, and at others refuſing it, according 
to the dictates of their inclination. It is 
not long ſince a general revolt took place 
among the BRN BE, which obliged the em- 
peror-to ſend a large army to ſubdue them; 
but he ſucceeded no farther than to oblige 
them to diſperſe, without either conquer- 
ing them, or gaining the point at which he 
aimed, which was to compel them to the 

payment 
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payment of the tribute he demanded. The 
ſituation indeed of theſe mountains does not 
admit of the operations of a large army; 
for the mountaineers, accuſtomed to climb 
up into the almoit inacceſſible receſſes, ſoon 
get beyond the reach of enemies who never 
before had made the attempt. 

Beſides the BREBEs, many Jews reſide 
in the vallies, and poſſeſs ſeparate habitations 
or villages. Theſe people are employed in 
the trifling mechanical occupations which 
the BrEBEs require. Indeed 1 believe there 
is no part of the world where the Jews are 
fo completely diffuſed over the face of the 
country, or where they are ſo ſeverely op- 
preſſed, as in Barbary. 

In one of the places where 1 ept i in 
theſe vallies, ſoon after I got under my 
tent, I was amuſed with the ſound of an 
inſtrument very much reſembling the bag- 
pipe, and producing a wild and melancholy 
ſtrain. Curious to know the nature of 
the inſtrument, I fent for the perſon who 
was playing upon it, and immediately pur- 
chaſed it. It proved to be made of a com- 
mon cane, about eight inches in length, 
5 
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perfectly hollow, without any cork or ſtop 
to it, with fix holes before, and one behind 
for the thumb, between which was a nar- 
row braſs plate by way of ornament; it 
had a common cord fixed to it, for the 
purpoſe of hanging it round the neck. It 
in fact altogether ſo well correſponded with 
the deſcription of the pipe which was uſed 
by the antient ſhepherds, that J have little 
doubt of this deſcription reviving a few 
claſſical and romantic ideas in the minds of 
ſome readers. 

It is by no means a very eaſy matter to 
deſcribe the different ſenſations which are 

experienced in paſſing over theſe wonderful 
mountains. Their immenſe height, the dan- | 
gerous precipices, the vales, which from 
their depth appeared like ſo many abyſſes, 
inſpired altogether an emotion of awe and 
terror, which may be better conceived than 
expreſſed. On the other hand, the un- 
limited and great variety of proſpects diſ- 
coverable from their ſummits, the numerous 
herds of goats and ſheep which were 


ſcrambling over 7 the almoſt perpendicular 
ea. 
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cliffs, and the univerſal barrenneſs of the 
mountains, contraſted with the beautiful 
verdure of the vallies immediately below, 
formed on the whole a ſcene ſufficiently 
beautiful and pictureſque, to counterbalance 
the inconveniencies we otherwiſe ſuffered. - 


I 


CHAP. 
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c HA f. VIII. 


Arrival at Moxocco.—D ul of obtain- 
ing an Audience —Deſcription of tbe Me- 
tropolis.— Buildings. — Houſe of the Prime 
Miniſter.— Te Caſtle.— The Jeudry.— 
State, of the Fews in Barbary. Account 
of JacosB ATTAL, the late Emperor's 
Jewiſb Secretary. — Manners of the Fews 
in Barbary. — Jeweſſes. — Dreſs.—- Mar- 
riages.— Diſpofition for Intrigue in the 
Tewiſh Women.——T he Ty s Palace 
de tape 


N the 3d of December, between five 
and fix in the morning, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, and ſoon reached a 
fine plain, on which we continued the 
whole way to Morocco, where we arrived 
on the following day about noon, having 
performed altogether a journey of about 
one hundred and twenty-five miles, 

My firſt object on my arrival was to 
ſecure myſelf a convenient place of reſi- 
dence 
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| dence in the Jewdry; and having accom- 


pliſhed that to my ſatisfaction, I immedi- 


ately took poſſeſſion of it, expecting anxi- 


ouſly every hour to be ſummoned before the 
emperor: Though, however, his Mooriſh 
majeſty was repeatedly informed of my ar- 
rival, yet to my great aſtoniſhment I con- 
tinued a whole month in a ſtate of uncer- 
tainty and expectation; without having it in 


my power to obtain an audience, or to be 


informed of the cauſe which removed me 
from TARUDANT. 


The number of anecdotes in chen 


through the town to my prejudice, excited 
in me continual uneafineſs, which even in- 
creaſed in proportion to the length of time 
that had elapſed ſince my artival By one 
of the emperor's confidential friends it was 
inſinuated to me, that his imperial majeſty 
had heard I was young ; that I was ad- 


miniſtering internal medicines for diſeaſes 


of the eye, which was a practice totally 
new and unaccountable to them; that Eu- 
ropean medicines were always powerful and 


violent, and that if I had been ſuffered to at- 


tend the prines much longer, his conſtitution 
' would 


* 
„ 4 
: 
j 
j 
"8 
#1 
: 
13 
I; 
\ 


1758 A TOUR TO MOROCCO, &: 
would have been ruined for ever. - Another 
even went ſo far as to ſay, that the emperor 
ſuſpected me of having been employed by 
my countrymen with a view to potion, his i 
ſon. | 
After much 1 Wc dig tien into 
the truth of theſe aſſertions, I now diſ- 
covered that my journey to TARUDANT 
was a private affair, ſettled between the 
conſul and the prince; that the emperor, 
who at that time was not upon the beſt 
terms with the Engliſh court, and who had 
already ſtopped all communication between 
his dominions and the garriſon of Gibraltar, 
was highly diſpleaſed that an Engliſhman 
ſhould be introduced, unknown to him, for 
the purpole of attending his ſon in a medi- 
cal capacity; that his. Mooriſh phyſician, 
out of .pique, had perſuaded the emperor, 
that European medicines were too potent 
for the prince's conſtitution, and that in 
reality his ſon was in extreme danger while 
under my care ;—that in fine, all theſe 
arguments weighed ſo powerfully with the 
emperor, that he not only determined on 
immediately removing me from the prince, 
2 „ But 
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but at the fame time ordered ſome of my 
medicines to be privately ſent up to Mo- 
ROCCO, where they were to undergo a ſtrict 
examination by his phyſician. The cauſe 
of my not being honoured with an audience, 
found to ariſe from a deſire in the emperor, 
to be thoroughly 'informed of the ſtate of 
the prince's health before he ſaw me, that 
according to circumſtances he might give 
me a favourable or a cool reception. 

As ſome alleviation to the uneaſineſs 
occaſioned by this ſtate of ſuſpence, I was 
now much more comfortably fituated than 
I had been before at TaRUuDanT. The 
apartment - which I had procured was 
one ſtory high, in the houſe of a very 
reſpectable family, and was ſpacious, clean, 
and retired. From a Genoeſe gentleman 
in the ſervice of the emperor, I was ena- 
bled to ' procure a table, two chairs, two 


diſhes, a few plates, ſome knives and 


forks, and a couple of tumblers. In ad- 
dition to this, a Jew offered his ſervices 


as cook, who had lived ſome time with an 


European, and who proved an adroit and 
uſeful. perſon. Proviſions of every kind. 
were remarkably plentiful, good, and cheap. 


N 2 For 


if 
oy 
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For beef and mutton 1 paid only about two 
pence Engliſh a pound, for fine fowls about 
fix pence each, and pigeons were frequently 
ſold at the rate of three halfpence a pair. 
Lad I, in addition to all theſe comforts, 
been able to have procured a little agreeable 
ſociety, my fituation would have been very 
ſupportable; but in that particular I ſcarcely 
poſſeſſed more advantages than I had dur- 
ing my reſidence at TARUDANT. 
The Genoeſe gentleman, from whoſe 
houſe I had borrowed a part of my farni- 
ture, was at MoGopoRE, and the only 

- Europeans who were at that time at Mo- 
ROCCO, if we except a few Spanith arti- 
ficers in the emperor's ſervice, were part of 
the Engliſh ſeamen who had been ſhip- 
wrecked, a French officer, with ſome 
French ſeamen, who were alſo captives from 
a ſimilar accident, and three Spaniſh friars. 
Out of theſe I could only chuſe for my 
ſcciety the French officer and the friars. 
With the firſt, as I was acquainted 
with the French language, I could converſe 
pretty fluently, and I really found him a 
moſt agreeable companion: he had taken 


8 his 
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his paſſage on board a veſſel bound for the 
French ſettlements on the coaſt of Guinea, 
whither. he was proceeding to join his 
regiment, and was ſhipwrecked on that part 
of the coaſt of Africa which lies in the 
direction of the Canary Iſlands. This miſ- 
fortune, united to the hardſhips which fol- 
lowed it on his being carried into ſlavery 
by the wild Arabs, and the little proſpect 
which then appeared of his redemption, 
had made a deep impreſſion upon his ſpirits, 
and ſubjected him to occaſional attacks of 
hypochondria, The emperor, it is true, 
could not be accuſed of ill treating any of 
the captives; on the contrary, he allowed 
them daily a ſmall ſum of money, and per- 
mitted them to walk about at liberty. His 
detention of them, however, in the country, 
without any immediate proſpect of return- 
ing home, was a ſufficient reaſon for them 
{till to conſider themſelves 1 in no other light 
than that of ſlaves. 
The Spaniſh friars, whe hives 2 ſmall 
_ convent in the Jewdry, and who were 
originally placed there for the purpoſe of 
redeeming captives, as they diſtributed me- 
| * dicines 
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dicines to the poor gratis, conſidered them 
{clves as being engaged in the fame pro- 
feſſion with myſelf, and received me very 
hoſpitabhy; but as, from my not under- 
ſtanding their language, I was 1 to 
converſe with them by means gf my inter- 
preter, who ſpoke Spaniſh, the ſociety I, 
enjoyed with them was very limited indeed. 
I cannot avoid expreſſing my concern for 
the fate of theſe worthy men, who are 
deſtined to ſpend the whole of their lives 
on a ſpot deſtitute of all civilized ſociety, 
where they are continually ſubjected to the 
caprice and inſolence of the emperor, as 
well as of the worſt part of his ſubjects. 
They appeared to me to be men who had 
received much information from reading, as 
well as from obſervation, and they very 
properly employed their time in the duties 
of their profeſſion, in the offices of devotion, 
and adminiſtering medicines to the poor, 
in ſtudy, and in ſuch innocent recreations | 
as the limited ſociety of Morocco affords, 

To divert my thoughts from the great 
uneaſineſs which my ſituation naturally in- 
ſpired, during ſo long a ſtate of ſuſpence, 


I made 
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I made daily excurſions through different 
parts of Morocco; though, from the con- 
tinual inſults which I experienced when 
in the ſtreets, - even this amuſement was 
attended with conſiderable inconvenience. 
The city of Morocco, which lies about 
one hundred and twenty miles to the North 
of TARUDANT, ninety to the Eaſt of 
 Mo60Dokx, and three hundred and fifty to 
the South of "TanctrR, is fituated in a 
beautiful valley, formed by a chain of moun- 
tains on the Northern ſide, and thoſe of 
the ATLAs, from which it is diſtant about 
twenty miles, on the South and Eaſt. The 
country which immediately ſurrounds it is 
a fertile plain, beautifully diverſified with 
clumps of palm trees and ſhrubs, and water- 
ed by ſmall and numerous ſtreams, which 
deſcend from Mount ATLAS. The em- 
peror's out-gardens, which are ſituated at 
the diſtance of about five miles to the South 
of the city, and are large plantations of 
olives walled in, add conſiderably to the 
beauty of the ſcene. | 
Moxocco, though one of the capitals of 
the empire for there are three, Morocco, 
N4 MrouixkEz, 
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Mzquinez, and FEz—has nothing to re- 
commend it but its great extent, and the 
royal palace. It is eneloſed by remarkably 4 
ſtrong walls, built of tabby, the circum- 
ference of which is about eight miles. On 
theſe walls there are no guns mounted, but. 
they are flanked with ſquare towers, and 
ſurrounded by a wide and deep ditch. The 
city has a number of entrances, conſiſting 
of large double porches of tabby, in the 
Gothic ſtile, the gates of which are regularly 
ſhut every night at certain hours. As po- 
lygamy is allowed by the Mahometan re- 
ligion, and is ſuppoſed in ſome degree to 
affect population, it would be difficult to 
form any computation near the truth with 
reſpect to the number of inhabitants which 
this city may contain. 

The moſques, which are the * public 
buildings, except the palace, worth noticing 
at MarRocco, are more numerous than 
magnificent; one of them is ornamented 
with a very high and ſquare tower, built of 
cut ſtone, which is viſible at a conhiderable 
diſtance from the city. 

The ſtreets are very narrow, dirty, and 

Irregular, 
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irregular, and many of the houſes are unin- 


habited and falling to ruin, Thoſe which 


are decent and reſpectable in their appear- 
ance are built of tabby, and encloſed in 
gardens. That of the ErrRNDI, or prime 
miniſter, was among the beſt which ] viſited 
in Morocco. This houſe, which conſiſted 
of two ſtories, had elegant apartments both 
above and below, furniſhed in a ſtile far 
ſuperior to any thing I ever ſaw in that 
country. The court, into which the lower 
apartments opened, was very neatly paved 
with glazed blue and white tiling, and. had 
in its centre a beautiful fountain. The 
upper apartments were connected together 
by a broad gallery, the balluſters of which 
were painted .of different colours. The 
hot and cold baths were very large, and 
had every convenience which art could 
afford. Into the garden, which was laid 
out in a tolerably neat ſtile, opened a room 
adjoining to the houſe, which had a broad 
arched entrance, but no door, beautifully 
ornamented with checquered tiling ; and at 
both ends of the apartment the walls were 

entirely 
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entirely covered with looking-glaſs. The 
flooring of all the rooms was covered with 
beautiful carpetting, the walls ornamented 
with large and valuable looking-glaſſes, in- 

termixed with watches and clocks in glaſs 
| caſes. The ceiling was carved wood-work, 
painted of different colours, and the whole 5 
was in a ſuperior ſtile of Mooriſh grandeur. 
This and a few others are the only decent 
habitations in Morocco. The generality 
of them ſerve only to impreſs the traveller 


with the idea of a miſerable and deſerted 
1 | 
The ELCAISSERIA is a particular part 
of the town where ſtuffs and other valuable 
articles are expoſed to ſale. Ir conſiſts of 
a number of ſmall ſhops, formed in the 
walls of the houſes, about a yard from the 
ground, of ſuch an height within as juſt to 
admit a man to fit in one of, them croſs- 
legged. The goods and drawers are ſo 
arranged round him, that when he ſerves 
his cuſtomers, who are ſtanding all the time 
out in the ſtreet, he can reach down any 
article he wants, without being under the 
neceſſity 
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neceſſity of moving. Theſe ſhops, which 
are found in all the other towns of the 
empire, are ſufficient to afford a ſtriking 
example of the indolence of the Moors. 
There are three daily markets in different 
parts of the town at Morocco, where pro- 
viſions are ſold, and two weekly fairs or 
markets for the diſpoſal of cattle, where 
the ſame cuſtom is A as at TARU- 
BST. 7 

The city is ſupplied with water by means 
of wooden pipes connected with the neigh- 
bouring ſtreams, which empty themſelves 
into reſervoirs placed for the purpoſe in 
the ſuburbs, and ſome few! in the centre of 
the town. 

The caſtle is a large and ruinous build- 
ing, the outer walls of which encloſe a 
ſpace of ground about three miles in cir- 
cumference, It has a moſque built by 
MorzY ABDALLAH, father to the late 
emperor, on the top of which are three 
large balls; theſe, the Moors allege, are 
formed of ſolid gold, but as no perſon is 
permitted to aſcend to them, we muſt truſt 
to their word for the truth of this aſſertion. 


The 
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The caftle is almoſt a town of itſelf; 


contains a number of inhabitants, who in 
ſome department or other are in the ſervice 
of the einperor, and all under the direction 


of a particular ALcaips, who is quite in- 


2pendent of the governor of the town.” | 
On the outſide of the caſtle, between the 
Mooriſh town and the Jewdry, are ſeveral 
fmall, diſtinct pavillions, encloſed in gar- 


dens of orange-trees, which are intended as 


eccafional places of reſidence for ſuch, of 
the emperor's ſons or brothers as happen to 
be at Morocco. As they are covered 


with coloured tiling, they have at a ſmall 


diſtance rather a neat appearance; but upon 


approaching or entering them, that effect 


in a great meaſure ceaſes. 

The Jews, who are at this place pretty 
numerous, have a ſeparate town to them- 
ſelves, walled in, and under the charge of 
an ALCAIDE, appointed by the emperor. 


It has two large gates, which are regularly 


Mut every evening about nine o'clock, after 
which time no perſon whatever is permitred 
ta enter or go out of the Jewdry, till they 

| | arg - 
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are opened again the following morning. 
The Jews have a market of their own, and, 
as at Ta RU DAN T, when they enter the 
Mooriſh town, caſtle, or palace, they are 
always.compelled to be barefooted. 

The Jews in general are obliged to pay 
to the emperor a certain annual ſum, in 
proportion to their numbers, which is a 
conſiderable income, independent of hisarbi- 
trary exactions. Thoſe of Morocco were 
exempted- by the late emperor from this 
tax, and in its room he compelled them to 
take goods of him, of which they were 
to diſpoſe in the beſt manner they could, 
and pay him five times their value; by 
which means they were far greater ſufferers 
than if they paid the annual tax. 

Every part of the. empire more or leſs 
abounds with Jews, who originally were 
expelled from Spain and Portugal, and who 
fled into Barbary as a place of refuge. 
Theſe people are not confined td towns, 
but are ſpread over the whole face of the 
country, Mount ATLAS. itſelf, as was be- 
fore mentioned, not excepted. - 
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In every country where they reſide, theſe 
unfortunate. people are treated as another 
claſs of beings; but in no part of the world 
are they ſo ſeverely and unde ſervedly op- 
preſſed as in Barbary, where the whole 


country depends upon their induſtry and 


ingenuity, and could ſcarcely ſubſiſt as a, 
nation without their * 4 They are 


the only mechanics in this part of the 


world, and have the whole management 


of all pecuniary and commercial matters; 


except the collecting of the cuſtoms. They 
are, however, intruſted in the coinage of 
money, as I myſelf have witneſſed . 
The Moors diſplay more humanity to 
their beaſts than to the Jews. I have ſeen 


frequent inſtances where individuals of this 


unhappy people were beaten ſo ſeverely, as 
to be left almoſt lifeleſs on the ground, and 


* Doubloons and hard dollars are current in this country : 
but the coins peculiar to it are, gold ducats; ounces, of the 
value of about five pence Engliſh, and blanguils, of five far- 
things, both filver coins; fluces, which are of copper, twenty- 
four being equal to a blanguil. All the emperor's coins have 
his name in Arabic ſtamped on one ſide; 'and on the other 
the date, and place at which they were coined. 


that 
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that without being able to obtain the leaſt 
redreſs whatever, as the ma giſtrates always 
act with the moſt culpable partiality when 
a Moor and a Jew are the parties in a ſuit. 
What they loſe by oppreſſion, however, 
they in a great meaſure make up by their 
ſuperior addreſs and ſagacity, which fre- 
quently enables them to over- reach the 
Moors —as I cannot compliment the Jews 
of Barbary in general 2 their probity 
and principle. 
IAcoß Ar TAL, the late emperor's 
Jewiſh and favourite ſecretary, had more 
influence with his royal maſter, and did 
more miſchief by his intrigues and addreſs, 
than all the other miniſters put together. 
This young man, who was a native of 
Tunis, and who was tolerably well ac- 
quainted with the Engliſh, Spaniſh, Italian, 
French, and Arabic languages, was of an 
active and enterprizing mind, and had fo 
well informed himſelf of the natural diſpo- 
ſition of the Moors, and particularly of 
that of Sip1 Manomer, that he had gain- 
ed an entire aſcendency over the emperor. 
As 
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As he knew that an unbounded love of 


money was the ruling paſſion of his royal 
maſter, he not only ſurrendered to him half 


of his own gains, but alſo furniſhed the 


emperor with the earlieſt and beſt infor- 
mation concerning thoſe*who were in poſ- 
ſeflion of wealth; as well as with a project 
for extracting it from them. By thus at- 


tacking the emperor on the weakeſt fide, 


he Geyrad his friendſhip ; but he ſecured 
it by means which expoſed him to the re- 
fentment and revenge of thouſands as ſoon 
as the emperor died, which has been fince 
too fatally proved. I muſt, however, do- 
this young man the juſtice to add, that 
throughout the whole of his adminiſtration, 
though in ſome inſtances perhaps contrary 


to his own intereſt, he ſhewed an exclufive 


preference to the Engliſh ; and of this the 
Moors in general were ſo ſenſible, that they 
gave him the ee of the Engliſh 
ambaſſador. ' 
The Jews in moſt parts of this empire 
live entirely ſeparate from the Moors; and 


* in other reſpects <ppreſſed, are 


allowed 


— 
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allowed the free exerciſe. of their religion, 
Many of them, however, to avoid the arbi- 
trary treatment which they conſtantly ex- 
perience, have become converts to the Ma- 
hometan faith; upon which they are ad- 
mitted to all the privileges of Moors, though 
they loſe their real eſtimation in 9 
of both ſects. . 
In moſt of the. esport a a Dans 
Alan at TRTUAN and TAN GIER, the 
Jews have a tolerable ſmattering of Spa- 
niſh; but at MoRocco, TARUD ANT, and 
all the inland towns, they can only ſpeak. 
Arabic, and a little Hebrew. They nearly 
follow. the cuſtoms of the Moors, except 
in their religious ceremonies; and in that 
particular they are by far more ſuperſtitious 
than the European Jews. | 
The Jews of Barbary ſhave theit Ld 
cloſe, and wear, their beards, long ; their 
dreſs. indeed, altogether, differs very little 
from that of the Moors (which I ſhall 
hereafter deſcribe) except. in their. being 
obliged to appear externally in black, For 
which purpoſe. they wear a black cap, 
black Lip and inſtead of the HAICK 
O worn 
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to his own intereſt, he ſhewed an excluſive 
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As he knew that an unbounded love: of 


money was the ruling paſſion of his royal 


maſter, he not only ſurrendered to him half 
of his own gains, but alſo furniſhed the 
emperor with the» earlie{t and beſt infor- 
mation concerning thoſe WhO were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of wealth; as well as with a project 
for extracting it from them. By thus at- 


tacking the emperor on the weakeſt ſide, 
he ſecured his friendſhip ; but he ſecured 


it by means which expoſed him to the re- 
ſentment and revenge of thouſands as ſoon 
as the emperor died, which has been fince 
too fatally proved. I muſt, however, do. 
this young. man the juſtice to add, that 


throughout the whole of his adminiſtration, 


though in ſome inſtances perhaps contrary 


preference to the Engliſh ; and of this the 
Moors in general were ſo ſenſible, that they 
gave him the LE of the __—_ 
ambaſſador. 

The Jews in moſt parts of this, empire 


hve entirely ſeparate from the Moors; and 


though in other reſpects oppreſſed, are 


allowed 
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allowed the fred, exerciſe. of their religion, 
Many of them, however, to avoid the arbi- 
trary treatment which they conſtantly ex- 
perience, have become converts to the Ma- 
hometan faith; upon which they are ad- 
mitted to all the privileges of Moors, though 
they loſe their real eſtimation in  thoppinien 
"obboth 1acts;; : af: 1 N + 

In moſt of the, ſea-port towns, _ pars 
ticularly, at TRTUAN and TANGIER, the 
Jews have a tolerable ſmattering. of Spa- 
niſh; but at Morocco, TARUDANT;/and 
all the inland towns, they can only fpeak 
Arabic, and a little Hebrew. They nearly 
follow. the cuſtoms of the Moors, except 
in their religious ceremonies ;- and in that 
particular they are by far more ſuperſtitious 
than the European Jews. 

The Jews of Barbary ſhave their Nay 
cloſe, and wear their beards long; their 
dreſs indeed, altogether, differs very little 
from that of the Moors (which I ſhall 
hereafter deſcribe) except. in their. being 
obliged to appear externally in black, For 
which purpoſe they wear a black cap, 
black e and inſtead of the HAIR 

O _ worn 


/ 


_ 
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worn dy the Moors, fubſtitute the A1⸗ 
BEROCE, a Cloak made of black wool, 
which | covers the whole of the under 
dreſs. The Jews are not permitted to go 
out of the country, but by an expreſs order 
from the emperor; nor are they allowed 
to wear a fword, or ride a horſe, though 
they are indulged in the uſe of mules. 
This ariſes from an opinion - prevalent 
among the Moors, that a horſe is too noble 
an animal un . 

ſuch infidels as Jews. | 
The dreſs of the Jewiſh women contilts 
of a fine linen ſhirt, with large and looſe 
ſleeves, which hang almoſt to the ground; 
over the ſhirt is worn a CA TAN, a looſe 
dreſs made of woollen cloth, or velvet, of 
any colour, reaching as low as the hips, 
and covering the whole of the body, except 
the neck and breaſt, which are left open, 
and the edges of the Ar TAN, as worn by 
the Jeweſſes of Morocco, are embroidered 
with gold. In addition to theſe is the 
SERALDETO, or petticoats, made of fine 
green woollen cloth, the edges and corners 
ef which are ſometimes embroidered with 
gold. 
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gold. They are faſtened: by a broad ſaſh of 
filk and gold, which ſurrounds the waiſt, 
and the ends of it are ſuffered to hang 
down' behind, in an eaſy manner. This is 
the dreſs they wear in the houſe, but when 
they go abroad, they throw over it the 
HAICK. The unmarried women wear 
their hair plaited in different folds, and 
hanging down behind. They have a very 
graceful and becoming method of putting 
a wreath of wrought filk round the head, 
and tying it behind in a bow. This dreſs 
ſets off their features to great advantage, 
and diſtinguiſhes them from the married 
women, who cover their heads with a red 
filk handkerchief, which they tie behind, 
and over it put a ſilk ſaſh, leaving the ends 
to hang looſe on their backs. None of the 
Jewiſh women uſe ſtockings, but wear red 
flippers, curiouſly embroidered with gold. 
They wear very large gold ear- rings at the 
lower part of: the ears, and at the upper 
three ſmall ones ſet with pearls or precious 
ſtones. Their necks are loaded with beads, 
and their fingers with ſmall gold or ſilver 
rings. Round each wriſt and ancle they 
1 | O 2 wear 
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wear large ſolid: filyer bracelets; and the 
rich have gold and vey chains nem 
from the ſaſh behind. . | 
Their marriages are e wth nib 
feſtivity for ſome time previous to the ce- 
remony, and the intended bride, with all 
her female relations, go through the form | 
of having their faces painted red and 
white, and their hands and feet ſtained 
yellow, with an herb named HENNA. A 
variety of figures are marked out on them 
with a needle, and then this herb, which 
is powdered, and mixed with water into a 
paſte, is worked into the holes made by the 
needle, and theſe marks continue on the 
hands and feet for a long ſpace of time. 
Upon the death of a Jew; (before and after 
burial) all the female relations, with other 
women hired: for the, purpoſe, aſſemble in 
the room of the deceaſed; and for ſeveral 
days. lament his loſs by - moſt dreadful 
ſhrieks and howlings, and rearing air 
cheeks and hair. | fer Ys 
The Jewefles of this empire in general 
are very beautiful, and remarkably fair. 
They marry very young, and when married, 


though 
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though they are not obliged to hide their 
faces in the ſtreet, yet at home they are fre- 
quently treated with the ſame ſeverity as 
the.:Mooriſh women. Like the Moors, 
the Jewiſh men and women at Morocco 
eat ſeparate; and the unmarried women are 
not permitted to go out, except upon parti- 
cular occaſions, and then aways with their 
faces covered. 
_” * diipofition. for intrigue in the female 
ſex is always found to 'accompany tyran- 
nical conduct and undue reſtraint on the 
part of ours; and this diſpoſition is again 
made the excuſe for the continuance of 
theſe reſtraints. Thus the effect becomes a 
cauſe, and when women ceaſe to be the 
guardians of their own honour, they derive 
no credit from the preſervation of it, and 
incur in their own eſtimation but little diſ- 
grace by its loſs. The Jews allege, in ex- 
tenuation of their ſeverity, the licentious 
inclinations and artful diſpoſitions of their 
women, and that a ſingle act of criminality 
in a daughter would be an effectual bar to 
her ever forming a legal connection. The 
ſame objection not being ſo applicable to 
„ their 


n 
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their married women, they are permitted to 
go out without reſtraint. Indeed many of 
their huſbands, from intereſted motives, are 
too apt to connive at a conduct, which, in 
other countries, would infallibly bring 
down upon them well-merited contempt. 

The palace of Morocco: is an ancient 
building, ſurrounded by a ſquare wall, the 
height of which nearly excludes from the 
view of the ſpectator the other buildings. 
Its principal gates are conſtructed with Go- 
thic arches, compoſed: of cut ſtone, which 
conduct to ſeveral open and ſpacious courts ; 
through theſe it is neceſſary to paſs before 
we reach any of the buildings. Theſe open 
courts were uſed by the late emperor for the 
purpoſes of tranſacting public buſineſs and 
exerciſing his troops. 

The habitable part of the palace conſiſts 
of ſeveral irregular ſquare pavilions, built 
of TABBVY, and whitened over; ſome of 
which communicate with each other, others 
are diſtinct, and moſt of them receive 
their names from the different towns of 
the empire. The principal pavilion is 
named by the Moors the Dou AR, and is 


* 
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more properly the palace or feraglio than 
any of the others. It confiſts of the em- 
peror's place of reſidence, and the Harm, 


forming altogether a building of confider- 


able extent. The other | pavilions are 


merely for the purpoſes of pleaſure or 


butineſs, and are quite diſtinct from the 
MOT: 180 b 

The Mocopokx 8 ee from 
the late emperor's partiality to that town, 


has by far the faireſt claim to grandeur and 


magnificence. This apartment was the 


work of SIDI ManO MUR, and is lofty and 
ſquare. It is built of cut ſtone, handſomely 
ornamented with windows, and covered 
with varniſhed tiles of various colours; | 
and its elegance and neatneſs, contraſted 
altogether with the ſimplicity and jirregu- 
larity of the other buildings, produce a 
moſt ſtriking effect. In the infide, beſides 
ſeveral other apartments, we find in the 
pavilion a ſpacious room, floored with blue 


and white checquered tiling, its cieling co- 


vered with curiouſly carved and painted 
wood, and its ſtuccoed walls variouſly or- 
O 4 namented 
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namented with looking- glaſſes and watches, 
regularly diſpoſed in glaſs caſes. To this 
pavilion the late emperor manifeſted an ex- 
cluſive preference, frequently retiring to it 
both for the te of REY: and ra 
recreation. 

1 of has emperor hands in 
e a much ſmaller complement of 
furniture than thoſe of the Moors in the 
inferior walks of life. Handſome carpet- 
ting, a mattraſs on the ground, covered with 
fine linen, a couch, and a couple of Euro- 
pean bedſteads, are the principal articles they 
contain. The gardens within the walls of 
the palace, of which he has ſeveral, are 
very neat; they contain orange and olive 
trees, variouſly diſpoſed and arranged, and 
interſected with ſtreams of water, fountains, 
and reſervoirs. Thoſe on the outſide are 
nothing more than large tracts of ground, 
irregularly planted with olives; having 
four ſquare walks, and e by 
walls. 

In introducing the deſcription of the pa- 
lace in thus place, I have rather deviated 
Evan from 
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from the chronological ſeries of my narra- 
tive, as the events which brought me ac- 
quainted with this ſacred reſidence of the 
Mooriſh princes were poſterior to my vi- 
ſiting all the other quarters of the metro- 


, 
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C H oh P. IX. en etl 
Introdution to the Emperor —Converſation 
with Bit M Foriſh Majeſty — Account of the 
late Emperor S101 ManomeT—bis Cha- 
raftter—his extreme Avarice his miſerable 
Situation. Anecdotes relative tothe preſent. 
Emperor. Anecdotes of Sibi MAnoMeT 
is Deceit and Hypocriſy—his Charity.— 
Pufillanimous Conduct of the European 
| Powers. —Ceremonies of the Court of Mo- 
Rocco. Exactions from Strangers—Ac- 
count of the principal Officers of State. — 
Character of the late Prime Miniſter.— 
Revenues of MoR 0c co.—Wealthof the late 
Emperor, leſs than generally imagined — 
The Army of the Emperor —how com- 
manded—his Navy.—TInternal Govern- 
ment of the Empire. —Baſhaws.— — Alcaides. 
E!] hackum.—Cadi.— Mode of adminiſ- 
tering Juſtice. Criminal Puniſbments. 


FT ER the lapſe of a month with- 
out a proſpect of obtaining an au- 
dience, my anxiety was increaſed to a degree 
which in the end proved extremely injurious 
| | * 8 to 
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to my health. From the attention which 
I had paid to maſt of the emperor's miniſ- 
ters, who all of them in their turn had 
occaſion for my ſervices, I thought I had 
a right to expect ſome little return. With 
all that deceit which has characterized the 
inhabitants of Barbary * from the earlieſt 
periods, they profeſſed the warmeſt friend- 
ſhip for me, and aſſured me that they 
would exert their influence upon the em- 
peror to perſuade him to ſee me. Among 
the number was a Moor named S1pr 
BRAHIM, to whom the prince had given 
me ſtrong letters of recommendation, and 
who, during a tedious fickneſs which had 


prevailed in his family, had received from 


me the meſt conſtant attention. This 
Moor had directions from the prince to in- 
troduce me immediately upon my arrival to 
the emperor, and to ſhew me every civility 
that was due to ſuch recommendation. All 
theſe circumſtances I conceived gave me a 
_ ſufficient right to expect that S1DI BRARHIX, 
both from motives of duty to his prince, 


* Punica fides, 
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and gratitude to me, would have dexariad 
himſelf in a manner correſpondent to ſuch 
obligations. But that was far from being 
the caſe. When his family was under my 
care, he certainly did receive me with atten- 
tion, and treated me with kindneſs; but 
when my advice became no longer neceſſary, 
his friendihip cooled in proportion; and 
latterly, when we happened to meet, he 


ſcarcely ſeemed to recollect me. Upon 


reflection, what was I to expect from a man, 
who for his notorious crimes, though at 


. 
* 


that time in great favour, had been pu- 
niſhed by his ſovereign, having had the 
greateſt part of his beard poles up by the 
. 

Unſucceſsful and "Hagpoinid through 
this channel, I had recourſe to ſome others 
of the emperor's attendants, on whom I had 
conferred favours, and who had -perhaps 


ſtill greater influence with the emperor than 


even 8101 BRAHIM. Among this number 


| were the prime miniſter, and one of the 
emperor's principal TALBs. From theſe 


officers I experienced, however, much the 


ſame treatment. as from S1DI BRAHINM; 


and 
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and had I not accidentally been called in to 
attend the wife of one of the emperor's 
principal. Jews, it is probable I might have 
continued in the ſame ſtate of anxious un- 
certainty for ſome weeks longer. As a re- 
turn for my attendance, the huſband of this 
patient, agreeably to my requeſt, had addreſs 
and influence enough to perſuade the em- 


peror to appoint an audience for me the very 


day after the applicatio . 
On the day appointed for my reception 


at court, about twelve at noon, three negro 


ſoldiers, with large clubs in their hands, 
came to my apartments to eſcort me to the 
palace, telling me that they had directions 
to return with me inſtantaneouſly, and that 
they muſt anſwer it with their heads, 
if they delayed a moment in the execution 
of their orders. Not ſuſpecting that my 
Jewiſh friend, for ſuch, I muſt certainly 


denominate him, could have effected my 


wiſhes ſo immediately, I was by no means 


prepared for the audience; and I requeſted 


them to wait a few moments, till I eould” 


enable myſelf to appear in a decent dreſs 
before the emperor. Far, however, from 


acceding 
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| aeceding; to my requeſt, the ſoldiers became 
quite impatient, and acquainted me that I 
muſt either proceed with them immediately, 
or they would return and inform the ſultan 
that F had refuſed to comply with his or- 
ders. I now found myſelf under the ne- 
ceſſity of ſetting off, and we all actually ran 
together to the palace with the utmoſt ex- 
pedition. When we arrived there I was 
introduced to one of the maſters of the au- 
dience, who deſired me to wait on the outſide 
of the palace till I Was called for. a 
From the abrupt and ſudden manner in 
which I was forced away by the ſoldiers, I 
expected to be uſhered immediately into 
the imperial preſence; but fo far was I till 
from the conſummation of this ex pectation, 
that I remained on the ſpot where they firſt 
placed me from twelve o'clock at noon till 
five in the evening, revolving in my mind 
what kind of a perſon I ſhould find the em- 
peror, what reception I ſhould meet with, 
and the anſwers which I ought to make to 
any queſtions he might propoſe. | Situated 
as I was with reſpe& to the prince whom I 
had been attending, * conſidering the 
malicious 


WW 
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malicious reports reſpectin g my conduct 
which had been circulated about Morocco, 


the reader may well ſuppoſe that I was led 
to form a variety of conjectures, concerning 
what was likely to be the reſult of the au- 
dience. I however placed my whole confi- 
dence in the prince's recovery, which was a 
circumftance, when clearly known to the 
emperor, that muſt undoubtedly operate in 


my favour. This idea at laſt entirely re- 


moved a number of uneafy and anxious re- 
flections, which had occurred to me when 1 
firſt entered the palace ; and by the time 
the meſſenger came to introduce me to the 


emperor I had brought myſelf to be as 


calm and recollected as if my mind had been 
perfectly at eaſe, and had no reaſon to be 
otherwiſe. 


From the court- yard into which 1. was 


firſt introduced I was hurried with the 
greateſt precipitancy through two or three 
others, till I arrived at the gate which 
opened to the court where the emperor 
was waiting to receive me. I was there 
detained for ſome time by the maſter of the 
INN owing to my refuſal of the preſent 

which 


which, a are accuſtomed 
to the emperor. upon being er — 
an audience. I had been previouſly ae- 
quainted that no perſon was ever permitted 
to appear in his when 8 — ee 
accompanied by a handſome preſent; but 
conceived my * to ap in; ee pou 
ſpect ſo totally different. from that of other 
ſtrangers who viſited the court, that 1 
told the maſter of the ceremonies, if he 
- perfiſted in refuſing me entrance, I would | 
| e, return, home. again. 

The Moor, finding that I was ined 
not to comply with his requeſt, and know- 
ing that the emperor was purpoſely. waiting 
to ſee me, was afraid to defer; my introduc- 
tion any longer; I was therefore uſhered 
into his majeſty's preſence very expedi- 
tiouſly, and directed to place myſelf and my 
interpreter; in ſuch a ſituation as to be 
ſeen without approaching too near his 
perſon. c | 105 

The Moor 3 introduced me, upon | 
e ring in fight of the emperor, proſ- 
trated himſelf on the earth, kiſſed it, and in 


a very humble manner exclaimed j in Arabic, 
« M ay 


i 
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% May God preſerve the king! The em- 
peror then ordered him to approach, and 
deliver what he had to ſay. He informed 
his majeſty, that in compliance with his 
order he had brought before him the 
Engliſh doctor; after which, having made 
a very low bow, he retired, and the emperor 
immediately deſired me and my interpreter 
to advance towards him; but as ſoon as 
we had got within ten yards of the emperor, 
two ſoldiers came up, pulled us by the coat, 
and acquainted us that we muſt not pre- 
ſume to approach any further. 

I found the ſovereign ſeated in an Euro- 
pean poſt-chaiſe, placed in one of his open 
courts, and drawn by one mule in ſhafts, 
having a man on each fide to guide it. 
Behind the carriage were foot ſoldiers, ſome 
Negroes and others Moors, in two divi- 
ſions, forming together a half-moon. Some 
of theſe ſoldiers were only armed with large 
clubs, while others had muſkets which they 
held cloſe to their bodies, and pointed per- 
pendicularly. 

The emperor, after ſurveying me mi- 
nutely and with the greateſt attention, ac- 

P companied 
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cCompanied with no ſmall ſhare of banteur, 
demanded from my interpreter, in a very 
ſtern manner, if I was the Chriſtian doctor 


f Who had been attending Mor EY AB8v- 
LEM? I deſired him to anſwer, that I'was. 


ett How came you into the country, and 


a were you ſent; by order of your own king, 
or by whom?” To.render my viſit. of 


more, importance, I anſwered, © By order 


of government.” —* Where did you learn 
your profeſſion, and what is the name of 
the perſon who taught it you?“ J in- 


formed his majeſty.—< What is the reaſon 


that the French ſurgeons are better than 


cc 


the Engliſh; and which do you think are 


: 60 beſt ?” 1 anſwered, The French ſur- 


geons are very good, but it muſt cer- 


4 tainly be allowed that the Engliſh; are in 


general ſuperior, being more ſcientifically 
educated.” The emperor then obſerved, 
that a French ſurgeon had come into the 
country, and in the courſe of his pragtice 
had killed ſeveral perſons. 


His majeſty next aſked, in a very auſtere 


manner, “ What was the reaſon I had for- 
cc bidden MuLEy. ABSULEM the uſe of 


ce tea? 
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« tea? My reply was, © Morty ABsU- 
« LEM has very weak nerves, - and tea 1s 
2M injurious' to the nervous ſyſtem.” If 


tea is ſo unwholeſome, replied his ma- Wl. 
"Jeſty, © why do the Engliſh drink ſo much?” =_ 
I anſwered, It is true, they drink it twice [2 


* day; but then they do not make it ſo | 
« ſtrong as the Moors, and they generally 

« uſe milk with it, which leſſens its per- = 
« nicious effects. But the Moors, when WW 
"BOS they begin to uſe it, make it very = 
« ſtrong, drink a great deal, ahd very 
frequently without milk. - You are 
« right,” faid the emperor ; © and I know 
it ſometimes makes their hands ſhake.” 
After this converſation about a dozen diſ- 
tilled waters, prepared from different herbs, 
were brought for me to taſte, and inform 
| the emperor what they were; which were 
; bot, and which were cold, &c. 


: His majeſty now condeſcended to become 
: more familiar and eaſy in his remarks, and 
: defired me to obſerve the ſnow on Mount 
: ArLAs, which his carriage immediately = 
p 1 fronted, wiſhing to know if we had the ſame | 1 1 
„ in my country. I anſwered, that we fre- | - - 


P 2 | quently 
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quently had a great deal in the winter ſea- 
ſon, and that England was a much colder 
climate than Morocco. The emperor 
obſerved, that if any perſon attempted to 
go to the top of the mountain, he would 
die from exceſs of cold. He then informed 
me, that on the other fide of the mountain 
. was a very fine, plain, and fertile country, 
which was named TAFILET. 


Obſerving that the emperor was now in 


a good humour, I embraced the opportunity 
of mentioning to him, how much my feel- 
ings had been hurt by the malicious reports 
which had been for ſome time paſt circu- 


lating to my prejudice ; that they were of : 


ſuch a nature as to make me very deſirous 
of having my character cleared up, by a 
proper examination into the preſent ſtate of 
the prince's health, as well as into the 
nature of the medicines which I had been 
adminiſtering to him. The emperor in 
reply ſaid, that he had already ordered his 


Mooriſh phyſician to examine very par- 
ticularly my medicines; who had declared, 


that he could find nothing improper in 
them. It is very clear, however, that ſome 
ſuſpicion 
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| ſuſpicion muſt have taken place in the breaft 


of the emperor, to have induced him to 
ſend privately for theſe medicines,” for the 
purpoſe of having them fo nicely examined; 
from which circumſtance I could not help 
feeling it as a very fortunate event for my- 
ſelf, that the prince's health was in ſo fa- 
vourable a ſtate. 

After a converſation of ſome kth the 
heads of which I have endeavoured briefly 
to ſtate, the evening being far advanced, 
the emperor commanded one of his atten- 
dants to conduct me home to his Jew, and 
defire him to take great care of me; adding, 
that I was a good man, I was MuLey AB- 
SULEM's phyſician, and that he would ſend 
me home to my entire ſatisfa&tion. He 
then ordered his carriage to drive on. 

Conſidering myſelf as now acquitted of 
the charges which had been inſinuated 


againſt me, and elevated by the emperor's ' 
promiſes at the audience, I muſt confeſs 


that I returned home with a much lighter 
heart than I could boaſt of when I went. I 


now only waited for-the arrival of the prince 


at Morocco, which I conceived would con- 
| | F'1 _ firm 


wo 
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firm the emperor” 8 good. wiſhes onde me 
and make my ſituation as agreeable as I could 
expect. Such are the ſanguine hopes with 
having encountered Feen when = 
- ſmalleſt proſpect opens of relief. 
In the evening my toom was filled with 
a number of the attendants of the emperor, 
who came to congratulate ne on the honour 
I had received by a fight of their royal 
maſter; at the ſame time to demand pre- 
ſents, which on ſuch occaſions, they alleged 
was a cuſtom to which all Europeans ſub- þ 
mitted. As therefore I ſaw. there. were no 
other, means of relieving. myſelf from their 
impertinent importunities, I was obliged 
in ſome degree to comply with thei de- 
mands. Carats 
I found the emperor 8151 Manohx x 
to be a tall, thin old man, of near eighty 
years of age, a and of a ſallow complexion. | 
From a viſage naturally long, and a diſtor- 
tion of one eye, united with an 75 0 8 70 
habit of auſterity, his appearance at firſt 
was rather diſguſting to ſtrangers; but that 


impreſſion was ſoon worn off by the affa- 
| : bility 
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bitity of his converſation, which he gene- 
rally confined to thoſe ſubjects he thought 


moſt adapted to the perſon with whom ne 
converſed. At the ſame time he diſplayed 


a great deſire to acquire information, as well bo 
as to diſcover the abilities of others!” Some 2 


years ago he ſo far loſt the uſe of his feet 7 
as to diſable him from walking. This * 
diſfagrecable effect Was Probably owing to 1 
want of uſe, and to his accuſtoming Rimſelf | | 9 
conſtantly to be either in his carriage or on WH 


bortabaut1” When T'ifaw! Bim bis bead! ij 


and eye-brows, though before, as 1 Was in . 1 


formed, very dark; had acquired à perfect 9 
whiteneſs, and his voice was much impaired. _ a= 


His dreſs was exactly ſimilar to that of other 7 = 
Moors, differing” only in the fineneſs of the 1 
materials, and he was only diſtinguiſhed w 
from his ſubjects by a larger retinue, riding 1 
in a carriage, or when on horſeback having 
an umbrella carried before him. 

From the general tenour of his conduct, 
throughout his reign, and from his conver- 
ſation, SDI MAHoMET appears to have 
poſſeſſed ſtrong natural talents, to which had 
a dae education been united, he might 


RI 
* 4 have = 
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have proved a great monarch. But che f 
want of education, and the illiberality and 
ſuperſtition of his religion, betrayed him 
irequently into erucky'; 32 me the agar 
that L Keen caprice Wh hoc ever 
diſtinguiſhed and Ae the cin 
princes. 
Avaricious from his 1 be gave his 
whole attention to the accumulation of 
wealth; and it was from that motive only 
that he appeared to give more encourage 
ment to European merchants than any of 
his predeceſſors. It is at the ſame time 
well known, that he occaſionally oppreſſed 
them with ſuch heavy duties, that they have 
been obliged to ſend home their veſſels 
empty. In hopes of adding ſtill more to 
his treaſures, S1DI MAnoMET became 
himſelf a merchant, took up goods from 
Europeans, and obliged the Jews to pay him 
five times their value for them; ſo that 
there was not a ſingle reſource for becom- 
ing rich of which he did not avail himſelf. 
Avaricious to this exceſs, and naturally of 
a very timid diſpoſition, his great object has 
been 


, 2 y ; r — — 8 * A 
1 n n SS TR FRE SEL TE 5 0 3 
: f » N SITES ot r r OI CES n 


A TOUR TO MOROCCO, We, 25 


been peace: well aware that war could 
neither enrich him, nor contribute to his 
| a. coped in any reſpect. 

His reign, it is true, has been diſtin- 
guiſhed by fewer inſtances of cruelty than 


that of any of his predeceſſors, but he has 


certainly exceeded them all in the licen- 
tiouſneſs of his attacks upon private pro- 
perty. He was always ſurrounded by 
people, who, for the fake of riſing into 
favour, were at all times ready to give him 
information concerning any of his f ubjects 


who were rich. It was then his uſual 


courſe of proceeding, to invent ſome plea 
for confining them in priſon ; and if that 
did not ſucceed, he put them in irons, 
chained them ' down, and proceeded in a 
courſe of ſeverity and cruelty, till at laſt, 
wearied out. with puniſhments and diſgraces, 
the unfortunate victims ſurrendered the 
whole of their poſſeflions ; which alone 
procured them the enjoyment of liberty, an 
opportunity of again obtaining ſubſiſtence, 


or perhaps of once more becoming the prey 
of the rapacious monarch. Such of his 


ſons as were in friendſhip with him, were 


continually 
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continually making him prbſents, a as if ap- 
prehenſive of the ſame fate; and ſince I left 


the country it has been ſtrongly reported 


that my patient MuLEyY »AB88ULEM, who 
was the only ſon for whom:the late emperor 
profeſſed much affection, was plundered 


by his father of the greateſt part of his 


riches; - which indeed were repited- 10 bobs 
very conſiderable, + ov; oH 
Vices are never @litaryi and chariots: 
are moſt naturally connected with an .avas 
rieious and timid diſpofition, are jealouſ/ 
and ſuſpicion. Conſcious how little he 
deſerved the affection of his people, and 
latterly ſenſible of having totally loſt it, 
SDI MAHOMET was in conſtant fear of 


« x 1 


aſſaſſination and poiſon. In this ſtate he 


dragged on a miſerable exiſtence; an ex- 
ample to arbitrary kings, and a living proof 
that the picture exhibited of the Roman 
tyrant, by the ſarcaſtic hiſtorian, was not 
overcharged. He ſeldom ſtirred ont of his 
palace, unleſs accompanied: by a numerous 
band of ſoldiers, and even of theſe he had 
always his ſuſpicions. At night he had 


| conſtantly ſix blood-hounds in his chamber, 


and 
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and. relying:;more; on the fidelity of the irra- 
tional ereation than on man, he thought 
theſe a mere certain guard than his ſoldiers. 
preſences and at dinner, though no perſon 
was permitted to eat immediately with him, 
yet he always had ſome of his ſons and mi- 
niſters in the ſame apartment, who were 
helped out of his diſh,,' To complete 1 A 
miſery of this unfortunate old man, he lived 
under the continual apprehenſion of being 
conquered by.his eldeſ-ſon Mul EY Y AZ1ID, i 
the preſent emperor, who, in conſequence 
of ſome ill treatment received from his fa- 
ther, retired ſecretly from court, and took "i 
refuge in a ſanctuary near TETUAN. _ | [a 
This prince, whoſe grandmother; was an 9 
Engliſh woman, had acquired the univerſall i 
eſteem. of the whole country by his generous 1 
conduct and his great abilities; and thougg 13 
at that time in ai ſtate of poverty, and witn 2 
only four attendants about him, ſuch was | 4 
his influence that he had only to ſtep for- 
ward, and fay he wanted money and 
troops, and he would ſhortly have been at 
the head of an army, that muſt at any time 
have 
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have entirely overwhelmed the late govern- 
ment of Moxocco.' From motives of duty, 


and perhaps of policy, this however was a 


ſtep he did not wiſh to take,' conſcious that 
his father-could not long ſurvive, and that 
upon his death he was certain of the ſuc- 
ceſſion, The emperor, notwithſtanding, was 
ſtill unable ta ſubdue his apprehenſions; 
and when I was at Morocco ſent an army 


of five thouſand blacks; with an order to 


violate the ſanctuary, and carry off the 


prince. This order was not obeyed, for 


the chief could not place ſufficient confi- 
dence in his troops; and the prince con- 
tinued quiet in the Wieſe oi till his father $ 
deceaſe. e F 

Fo evince the ding as wy as abs g 


city of MuL EY Yazip, I muſt beg leave 


to relate an anecdote, which occurred a 
ſhort time previous to that period. The 
people who have the care of the ſanctuary 
received poſitive orders from the emperor to 

expel the prince by force ; which, if they 
failed in doing, he aſſured them he would 
ſend and put every man, woman, and child 
in the neighbourhood of the ſanCtuary to 
Bs the 
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che ſword. The people, though welt diſ- 


pak to the prince, intimidated by theſe 


, related faithfully to him the empe- 
ror's intentions, and informed him that, as 
their lives were at ſtake, they expected him 
to remove, at the ſame time recommending 

him to another ſanctuary at no great diſ- 
tance, where he could equally take refuge. 


The prince, who is one of the beſt horſe- 


men in the country, and who had a horſe 


of which he had the entire command, im- 


mediately promiſed them to depart, and 
mounted his horſe for the purpoſe, But what 


was their ſurpriſe, when they found the horſe 


would not ſtir from the ſpat, notwithſtanding 
the apparently free uſe of whip and ſpur 2 
Upon this the prince exclaimed, * You ſec 
* plainly that it is God's will I ſhould con- 


„ tinue here, and therefore no other power 
_ «© ſhall ever drive me out. This had ſuch 


an effect upon the ſuperſtitiqus multitude, 
that they preferred riſking the reſentment 
of the emperor, to the violation of what, in 


their eſtimation, was fo apparently the will 
of God, 


— 


Wich 


© 4 


222 A To TO MOROCCO, e. 


With reſpe& to che Uther features of the 
late emperor's character, his prineipal vices 
appear to have reſulted from that great cor- 
rupter of the human heart, arbitrary power: 
for he was the moſt arbitrary of monarchs, 
having at his abſolute diſpoſal the lives and 
properties of all his ſubjects. In ſuch tir- 
cumſtances, what man can be truſted, nay, 
who would truſt himſelf ?” In ſuch circum- 
ſtances, can we wonder, when we obſerve 
the occaſional indulgence of intemperate re- 
venge? Among theſe we are to account 
his treatment of an unfortunate Je who 
had imprudently written ſomething to his 
prejudice, and for this flight offence was 
quartered alive, cut to pieces, and his fleſh 
aerwards' given to the dogs. a 
Upon another occaſion, a ſimilar diſpoſi- 
tion was manifeſted by 8191 Manomer. 
A Moor of ſome conſequence, and very opu- 
lent, gave a grand entertainment on the 
marriage of one of his ſons. The emperor, 
--who happened to be in the neighbourhood, 
and who well knew that magnificence was 
a ſtriking proof of wealth, was determined 
"I | | to 


W 
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eo be preſont at cle feſtival, in order that he 
might more fully inform himſelf of the eir- 
cCcumſtances of the Moor. For this purpoſe 


he diſguiſed himſelf in a common dreſs, 


and entered the houſe in the midſt of all 
the jollity, and perhaps the licentiouſneſs, of 
the entertainment. The maſter of the ce- 
remonies obſerving a perſon of a mean ap- 
pearance intrude himſelf into the room ſo 
abruptly, ordered him out; and upon the 
refuſal of the ſtranger, he gave him a kick, 
-:and. puſhed him by violence out of the houſe. 
For a ſhort ſpace of time after this occur- 


rence the whole affair paſſed without no- 


tice, and probably had eſcaped · the memory 


of moſt; and it was a matter of the utmoſt 


: ſurprize' to the maſter of the houſe, to re- 
ceive an order, commanding him imme- 


diately to repair to Morocco. Upon being 
introduced to the emperor, he was aſked if 
He recollected the circumſtances which have 


juſt been related, to which he replied in the 


affirmative. Know then,” ſays the em- 
peror, ] was that Moor whom you treated 
* thus contumeliouſly; and to convince you 
J have not forgot it, that foot and that 

— % hand 
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* hand which infulted me ſhall -periſh.” 
l have ſeen this unfortunate victim of ty- 
ranny walking about the sts wa one 
leg and an arm. 

SIDI MAHoMET was ſufficiently con- 
ſcious of his own power and dignity, and 
kept every perſon at the moſt abject diſ- 
tance; no perſon daring to approach or 
ſpeak to him without his permiſſion. Sen- 
ſible alſo of the exceſſes into which he 
might be betrayed by ungoverned paſſion, 
if at any time he found his temper diſcom- 
poſed he indiſcriminately ordered every per- 
ſion out of his ſight. It may eaſily be con- 
ceived that the monarch had no difficulty 
in ſecuring obedience to this mandate, ſince 
all were ſenſible that to have continued in 
his preſence would have been highly dan- 
| gerous, if not fatal. 

The only perſons who poſſeſſed any con- 
ſiderable influence over the emperor were 
his women ; and it was through that chan- 
nel that the moſt ſucceſsful buſineſs was 
tranſacted with him. . 

Thus far for the vices of arbitrary power. 
But deceit, hypocriſy and falſehood were 

9 | qualities 
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qualities which could not be immediately 


aſcribed to that ſource, unleſs we conſider 
them as the neceſſary effects of an educa- 


tion in a deſpotic court. As a cloak to 


actions which he knew muſt excite diſap- 
probation and diſguſt, SDI MAHOMET 
attempted to perſuade his ſubjects that they 
proceeded from motives of religion and juſ- 
tice; and to give them a greater ſanction 
he enrolled himſelf in the fraternity of ſaints, 
and paid a ſtrict attention to all the ſu- 
perſtitions and forms peculiar to his religion. 
This conduct anſwered well with the igno- 
rant part of the community, but the more 
enlightened could not but obſerve that he 
attended more to the ceremonial of his reli- 
gion than to its principles, which he made 
no ſcruple of violating whenever it ſuited his 


convenience. What he promiſed one day 
he would refuſe the next, ſo that no depen- 


dance was ever placed upon his word. 
Added to theſe, he poſſeſſed a large portion of 
that low cunning which is common to per- 
ſons whoſe minds and ſentiments have not 
been elevated or refined by literature or 


paced He perhaps, indeed, found this 


Q quality 
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quality not without its uſes in governing, 
ſuch a people as the Moors; and no man 
underſtood their character and diſpoſition. 
better than he did. He was aware that 
reſpect is frequently deſtroyed by unſeaſon- 
able familiarities, and therefore kept at a 
moſt ſtately diſtance from his ſubjects, and 
but - ſeldom appeared among them. By. 
theſe means his conſequence was preſerved, 
and his conduct and his talents were in- 
volved in that impenetrable and awful miſt 
that ſurrounds the ſeraglios of Eaſtern mo- 
narchs. ; - 
The few rebellions which occurred during. 
his long reign, prove deciſively that he 
knew how to govern his ſubjects. When- 
evcr a diſpoſition for revolt prevailed in any 
of the provinces, a body of troops was im- 
mediately diſpatched to plunder the whole 
of the diſcontented province, and to ſeize 


the inſurgents, who were immediately con- 


ducted to court, and puniſhed according to 
the magnitude of their reſpective offences, 
Some were put to death, others were de- 
prived of their hands and legs; and for 
leſſer crimes the diſcontented parties under- 
went 
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went the baſtinado. This monarch em- 
ployed perſons in different diſtricts to watch 
the motions of his ſubjeas, and to inform 
him of every ſymptom of revolt ; and thus, 
by a well-timed interference, he was ena- 
bled to cruſh rebellion in the bud. 
In his conduct towards foreign powers 
Sipi MAHoMET diſcovered the ſame diſ- 
regard to truth and juſtice, the ſame adroit- 
neſs and cunning. He readily promiſed to 
grant every demand, provided he was to be 
well paid for the conceſſion. But it muſt 
have been valuable preſents indeed which 
would induce him to perform his promiſe. 
He protracted negociations in order that he 
and his miniſters might be enriched by 
them; but always as much as poſſible avoid- 
ed bringing them to a final determination, 
by either granting or refuſing a favour. 
Tf foreign powers omitted to pay him 
the tribute he demanded, he immediately 
threatened in the ſevereſt manner to com- 
mence hoſtilities; yet in this he was never 
in earneſt, for he was more afraid of his 
enemies than they had reaſon to be of him. 
When he found they were not diſpoſed to 
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contend the matter with him, he increaſed 


his demands accordingly. 

In order to enhance his laginbts; he 
endeavoured to perſuade his ſubjects that 
he 'was remarkably ſkilled in matters of 
which they were entirely ignorant. To 
preſerve an appearance of ability, when he 
was viſited by Europeans, if the ſtranger 


Vas a merchant, the ſubject of converſation 


was on manufactures, foreign commerce, 
&c. If he was a military officer, fortifi- 
cations, attacks, &c. were the topics ; and 


if a ſeafaring perſon, he would then ſcratch 


on a piece of paper a plan of his coaſts and 
harbours. Though he rarely advanced any 


thing to the purpoſe on theſe ſubjects; yet 


as foreigners who viſited the court generally 
appeared there with a view of obtaining 
ſome favour, and as it was never cuſtomary 
for any perſon to contradict the emperor, 
they always coincided with his opinions, 
and pretended at leaſt to admire his exten- 
five abilities. This fully anſwered the in- 
tention of the emperor; it induced his ſub- 
jects to form a good opinion of his under- 
ſtanding, and he often collected ſome real 
| information 
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information from the anſwers which his 
viſitors returned to his queſtions: 

StDI MAHOMET paid more attention to 
military affairs than to his navy, though if 
any power refuſed to repair a frigate, it was 
a ſufficient inducement for him to threaten 


a war. He thought himſelf perfectly ac- 


quainted with the art of fortification, but 


his knowledge of it extended no farther 


than a few looſe hints which he had re- 
ceived upon the ſubje& from thoſe Euro- 
peans who had viſited the court. 

In his court and perſonal appearance, 
S1DI MAnoMET affected great ſimplicity 


of manners, not allowing even his own ſons 


to appear in his preſence except in a plain 
Moorith dreſs. They then were obliged to 
uncover their cap or turban (for a Moor 

never pulls off either except when going to 
bed) and to wear inſtead of the Haick the 
- $VLAM, which is a cloak made of white or 
blue woollen cloth, the front parts of which 
they were obliged to throw over their 


ſhoulders, and as ſoon as they ſaw the em- 
peror to proſtrate their heads to the ground, 


and kiſs it, exclaiming, God fave the 
Q 3 “ king!” 


44 
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« king!” He then ordered them to ap- 
proach, and ſpeak to him. 
Though in general of a ſtately demea- 
nour, he was ſometimes known to unbend, 
and occaſionally took pleaſure in converſing 
with his courtiers on various ſubjects; but 
they were permitted to advance no opinion 
of their own, but. merely to approve of 
what he ſaid. He frequently talked upon 
the ſubject of religion, and conſidered him- 
ſelf as well informed in that particular., 
He ſometimes endeavoured to explain to 
them different parts of the Koran, pointing 
out its beauties, and impreſſing on the minds 
of his auditors the moſt intolerant preju- 
dices againſt Chriſtians. | 
The mixture of good and evil fo incident 
to all human characters, was alſo to be 
found in SIDI ManoMET. Notwithſtand- 
ing what has been remarked of his avarice, 
his duplicity, and abſurd pretenſions to re- 
ligion, there are ſome circumſtances which 
ſerve to leſſen our indignation, - and theſe it 
is only conſiſtent with juſtice and candour. 
to ſtate. It is generally allowed, that 
though he muſt neceflarily ſuffer in a com-. 
pariſon 
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pariſon with the princes of free and civi- 


lized nations, yet when compared with his 


deſpotic predeceſlors, his character greatly 
riſes in the ſcale. of humanity. He was 
ſeldom or never wantonly cruel. He was 
certainly ſometimes too haſty in pronounc- 
ing ſentence on criminals, for which he has 
been often known to expreſs the ſtrongeſt 
ſentiments of remorſe; and his defire to 
prevent any ill effects from his paſſions has 
been already remarked. 

In his adminiſtration of juſtice he gene- 
rally acted very impartially, except indeed 
when his own intereſt was immediately 
concerned, and then every other feeling 
gave way. It muſt, however, be acknow- 
ledged, that though himſelf a moſt noto- 
rious violator of the laws, he ſo far reſpect- 
ed them that he never would permit others 
to follow his example. Though ſo ex- 
tremely avaricious, it has been already ſtated 
that in ſome ſevere inſtances of public diſ- 
treſs, he generouſly diſpenſed his treaſures 
to adminiſter relief to the ſufferers; and 
the number of poor people who were daily 
fed at his palace, of which 1 was an eye- 
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witneſs, a evinced that he was not 
deſtitute of charity. Europeans met with 
greater encouragement, and the wheels of 
commerce were leſs clogged during the reign 
of SIDI MAHOMET —_— at any * 
period. | 
Thus was this a a ſingular com- 
pound of liberality and intolerance, of ava- 
rice and benevolence, of cruelty and com- 
paſſion. It is perhaps only in a ſtate of 
deſpotiſm that we behold this confuſion of 
character. The legal reſtraints of civilized 
life form themſelves into habits; and the 
eccentricities and caprices to which cir- 
cumſtances, ſituation, the ſtate of the 
health, or perhaps the variations of climate, 
diſpoſe the human mind, are no longer found 
to exiſt in European countries, or exiſt in 
an inferior degree. Happy it is, when any 
reſtraints are impoſed upon us, to prevent 
us from doing evil. Man is a creature not 
formed for arbitrary power. So limited are 
his views, ſo variable his diſpoſition, ſo 
violent and tyrannical his paſſions, that the 
wiſeſt of men would certainly not wiſh for 
abſolute authority, and the beſt, if entruſted 
| with it, would . abuſe it. 
The 


A TOUR TO MOROCCO, tr. 233 


The conduct of the late emperor towards 
foreign courts has already been noticed. 
His means of extracting money from them 
by threatening a war, - which perhaps in 
reality he dreaded, has been likewiſe ſtated. 
It will probably not be unſeaſonable in this 
place to introduce a few remarks on their 
conduct towards him. 


The obſervation that firſt and moſt natu- 


rally preſents itſelf upon this occaſion is— 
that nothing but groſs neglect or inexcuſable 
ignorance could induce the European princes 
in general to remain in a kind of tributary 
| ſtate to a prince, who had neither an army 
nor a fleet which deſerved the name, and a 
people whoſe diſpoſition 1s leſs ſuited to 
enterprize than perhaps any other. 


What had they to fear from him? His 


whole fleet conſiſted only of a few ſmall 
frigates and row-boats, ill managed and 
worſe manned, the whole of which might 
have been deſtroyed in one day by two or 
three well- appointed European frigates. 
The entrances of thoſe ports where he laid 
up his ſhipping, if we except TANGIER 
and LARACHE, are, as I before obſerved, 
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ſo continually choaking up with ſand, that 
in a ſhort time tHey will only admit fiſhing- 
boats, or the very ſmalleſt craft. The towns 
are none of them regularly fortified, except 
MoGopoRE, and that hardly produces half 
a dozen men who underſtand the leaſt of 
working the guns. And yet this con- 
temptible power gives laws to all the coaſts 
of Portugal and Spain, and may be faid in 
ſome meaſure to command the entrance of 
the Mediterranean! | 

It may be ſaid, he was too willing a 
power to notice; if ſo, why laviſh immenſe 
preſents for the purpoſe of keeping him in 
temper? Thoſe who imagined they ſecured 
his friendſhip by theſe means were much 
miſtaken ; on the contrary, they only added 
fuel to that flame of avarice which was not 
to be extinguiſhed. If he was one day 
preſented with a frigate, he aſked for two 
the next; and the more his requeſts were 
indulged, the more his inordinate defires 

were increaſed. 

It is well known to thoſe who have been 
converſant with the Moors, that to ſecure 


their friendſhip you muſt firſt aſſert your 


2 | | : | Own 
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own ſuperiority, and then if you make them 
a trifling preſent, its value is trebled in 
their eſtimation. The ſame diſpoſition 
would have been found in the late emperor 
as in the common Moor. $o far from 
courting an alliance, it would rather have 
been good- policy at once to quarrel with 
him; the loſs of a few towns, and par- 
ticularly MoGopoReg, to which he was 
much attached, from its being raiſed under 
his own auſpices, would ſoon have reduced 
him to good-humour and ſubmiſſion. 

The principal amuſement of the late em- 
peror was latterly obſerving his ſoldiers fire 
with muſquets at targets, and rewarding thoſe 
who were: ſucceſsful with ſmall pieces of 
money. He alſo occaſionally entertained 
himſelf with falcons; but in general he 
ſpent the greater part of his time with his 
women. | 

The emperor received foreigners, and 
tranſacted all public buſineſs, either in his 
carriage or on horſeback, in ſome of the 
open ſpaces within the palace. Formerly, 
indeed, on ſuch occaſions, it was ſometimes 
cuſtomary to admit ſtrangers into one of 


the 
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the rooms; and then he obliged them to 
conform to the cuſtom of the country, by 
pulling off their ſhoes when in his preſence: 
but ſome ſpirited Europeans a few years ago 
having refuſed to pay that homage, he ever 
afterwards gave them audience in one of 
his court-yards. The Spaniſh friars at Mo- 
ROCCo only were an exception to this rule, 
for upon their informing him that they 
never pulled off their ſhoes to any power 
under God, he always permitted them to 
enter his room with them on. 

Previous to a ſtranger, whether an Eu- 
ropean or Moor, obtaining an audience of 
his Moorith majeſty, a preſent was always 
made to one of his miniſters, as an induce- 
ment to him to acquaint his ſovereign that. 
a ſtranger ſolicited that honour. The firſt 
preſent, unleſs it was ſomething very hand- 
ſome, did not always ſucceed; and it was 
frequently neceſſary to apply to two or three 
miniſters to procure a ſpeedy audience, or 
even to ſend in a preſent to one of the Suu. 
TANAS, none of whom entertained any very 
uneaſy ſenſations about accepting the com- 

pliment. 
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pliment. The latter was indeed We moſt 
certain' mode of ſucceeding. 

After having ſo fat accompliſhed nie 
wiſhes, the ſtranger was next liable to be 
detained a longer or a ſhorter time before 
the capricious monarch would fix on, a day 
for receiving him. Even after this he would 
frequently ſend for him in a violent hurry 
to the palace, and when there keep him 
ſtanding in one of the open courts ſeveral 
hours; he would then ſend an excuſe 
for not admitting him on that day; and 
this agreeable proceſs was in many in- 
ſtances repeated three or four times. The 
tardineſs, inſolence, and irregularity of the 
court of Morocco is indeed beyond con- 
ception; and thoſe who have buſineſs there 
ought to be poſſeſſed of all the philoſophy 
and patience of a Stoic, if they would avoid 
the deprivation of their ſenſes. 

No perſon whatever, whether Moor or 
Chriſtian, was admitted into the preſence 
of the ſovereign, but when accompanied 
with an handſome preſent, more or leſs 
dame, in proportion to the favour in- 


tended 
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tended to be requeſted. Even the em- 


peror's own ſongs were not exempted from 


this cuſtom, upon paying their firſt viſit after 
a previous abſence. The generoſity of the 
ſuitor muſt not even ſtop here; for when 
the audience is over, the maſter of the cere- 
monies with his ſervants, and the porters of 
all the gates in the palace, which are 
rather numerous, have a claim for their 


perquiſites, and are not to be got rid of till 


they obtain ſomething. Indeed, as they 


receive no pay from their royal maſter, theſe 
perquiſites were the only means they had 


of obtaining a ſubſiſtence *. 


* For the ſatisfaction of thoſe who may have occaſion 
to viſit the court of Morocco upon buſineſs, L have with dif- 
ficulty obtained an account of the fees which are uſually paid 
by European merchants to the emperor's attendants. Con- 
ſuls and ambaſſadors of courſe pay more in proportion. 


Expences at Court. 


A more or leſs valuable preſent, ac- 
To the emperor —) cording to the favour which is ex- 
pected. 
To the maſter of the ceremonies for 
public audiences, who introduces 5 The ſame in proportion. 
ſtrangers to the emperor. | 


To 
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After having completed the buſineſs at 
court, the obtaining of the final diſpatches 
was commonly attended with the fame 
difficulties as the obtaining of an audi- 
ence. The late emperor was not only 
naturally very forgetful, but ſometimes, from 
political motives, intentionally ſo. He was 


: X | Ounces, 
To the man who attends the emperor at the machoire 20 
To — who cleans his muſquets - = = 20 
To — who has the care of his horſes  - — 20 
To — who makes tea for the emperor - 10 
To — who has the care of his lance _ - . 10 
To — + who has the care of his umbrella - 5 
To — who has the care of the emperor's ſaddles 10 
To the emperor's coachman — 5 5 
To the man who has the care of the emperor's ſpurs- 5 
To — who has the care of the emperor's tents 10 
To — who has the care of the emperor's ilippers 5 
To — who gives the emperor water to drink 5 
To — who takes care of the emperor's chair 5 
To —- who takes the flies off the emperor's face 5 
To — who takes care of the emperor's ſword- 5 
To — who takes care of the emperor's watch - 5 
To the porters of the Machoire, for ten gates =] 40 
To the emperor's gardeners - - - «3s 
To calling for each audience 10 


Total - 205 


An ounce, as I have before obſerved, is a ſilver coin of 
nearly the ſame value as five pence Engliſh, 
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very well aware that the longer ſtrangers 
were detained at Morocco, the more his 
miniſters would be enriched by them; and 
as the money came at laſt, though by a 
circuitous courſe, into his own pocket, he 
uſed frequently to forget that - ſtrangers 


were waiting for their diſpatches, 


The 


miniſters, on the other hand, unleſs ſtimu- 
lated by ſubſtantial preſents, were gene-' 
rally extremely dilatory in reminding him 
of them; and there have been many in- 
ſtances of foreigners bring detained at Mo- 
Rocco five or ſix weeks, 8 wing to 


this circumſtance. 


With reſpe& to the court of Morocco, 
it latterly hardly deſerved that appellation. 
When the emperor was young, his faculties 
clear, and his abilities in their prime, he 
_ entruſted to his miniſters a conſiderable 
| ſhare of the public buſineſs; but within the 
few laſt years of his life, when his ſtrength - 
of body as well as of mind were worn out by 
hard ſervices and old age, either from ſuſpi- 
cion or dotage, he took the reins of govern- 


ment entirely into his own hands. 


The 


miniſters and ſecretaries not daring to notice 


L 


the 


A TOUR TO MOROCCO, &. 24 


the miſtakes of the ſovereign, were obliged 
to write out letters and ſend orders, which 
were contradicted almoſt every hour, and 
which occafioned the utmoſt - confuſion. 
The court of Morocco, indeed, under the 
moſt advantageous circumſtances, was always 
notorious for its irregularity and contradic- 
tion; but a ſhort time previous to the late 
emperor's death the government could 
ſcarcely be ſaid to exiſt at all. 

As an account of the officers employed 
about the court of the late emperor has 
never been particularly detailed to the pub- 
lic, a ſhort ſtatement of them will probably 
not be unintereſting : I ſhall therefore, in as 
few words as poſſible, point out their reſpec- 
tive employments. 

The late emperor's court conſiſted of, 

1. A prime miniſter, named the Ex FEN DI, 
or friend; who was the reſponſible man, and 
during that period when the government 
was carried on in a more regular manner, 
all letters and orders were ſigned by him 
before they were diſpatched. 

2. A principal ſecretary to the treaſury, 


united with the office of EFFEN DI; who 
R bad 
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had the diſburſement at large of the empe- 
ror's payments, with fix Mooriſh and ſeven 
Jewiſh under-ſecretaries. 

3. A maſter of the horſe, with one hun- 
dred and twenty aſliſtants. 
4. A grand chamberlain, a place com- 

monly united with that of prime miniſter, 
with ſeventeen aſſiſtants; nine of whom 
were ſons of Spaniſh renegadoes, three ſons 
of negroes, and the others Moors. 
5. A grand falconer, which is an here- 
ditary place, and perhaps the only one in the 
country, with twenty aſſiſtants. 

6. A keeper of the great ſeal. 

7. Two grand ſtewards, with eight aſ- 

ſiſtants. 

8. Five inſpectors general of all the 
emperor's affairs, the principal of whom was 
the EFFENDI. 

9. Three maſters of ceremonies for- 
public audiences, with forty aſſiſtants. 
10. An interpreter general for the 

German, Dutch, Engliſh, French, Spanith, 
and Latin languages ; this man was a Ger- 
man renegado. 


11. A 
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11. A ſecretary for the Spaniſh and 


Italian languages, who was a Genoeſe. 


12. Two grand keepers of the jewels 
and plate. 


13. A grand maſter of the baths. 


14. Two grand keepers of the ar- 


ſenal. 
. T'wo keepers of the I 8 
goods and warehouſes. 
16. Three inſpectors of moſques, 5 
17. Five keepers of the proviſions. 
18. Two keepers of the library. 
19. Two aſtrologers. 
20. Four maſters of the carriages, with 


__twoaſliſtants. 


21. Twelve ſons of renegadoes, who 
have never had beards, employed in drawing 
the ſmall carriages. 

22. Three principal aſſiſtants for pray- 
ers, with ſeventeen deputies, ſons of the great 
people of the empire. 

23. Three bearers of the umbrella with 
nine aſſiſtants. 
24. One bearer of the ſabre. 
25. Two bearers of the baſon. 
26. Two bearers of the lance. 


Py 


R 2 27. One 


— 
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. One bearer of the watch. 
28. Five bearers of the emperor's own 
firelocks, who are all Alcaides, with n 
inferior afliſtants. | 


29. A bearer of the colours and 
ſtandard. | : 

30. A phyſician and a ſurgeon, with 
ſeveral. tradeſmen, too numerous to men- 
tion. 

Upon taking a retroſpective view of the 
employments ak the emperor of Mo- 
ROCCO, we ſhall not find that they differ fo 
much from thoſe of other ſtates, as might 
have been imagined, from the ignorance of 
the European cuſtoms obſervable in this 
people in other reſpects. The places of 
EryenD: and principal ſecretary to the 
treaſury being united in one perſon, bears 
conſiderable analogy to the union of the 
office of prime miniſter with thoſe of chan- 
cellor of the exchequer and firſt lord of the 
treaſury. The appointments of ſecretary of 
ſtate, maſter of the horſe, grand chamber- 
lain, keeper of the great ſeal, and grand 
falconer, are all places which are well 
known in European courts and many 


others 
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others have nearly the fame correſpon - 
dence. 

The principal difference between the 
court of Morocco and thoſe of Europe 
is, that the poſſeſſors of theſe appointments 
in European courts enjoy very lucrative in- 
comes from their reſpective ſtates, while 


thoſe of Morocco receive none at all from 


the court. They depend ſolely on the per- 
quiſites which are paid them by thoſe who 
have buſineſs to tranſact with the court. 


Even this, however, ſometimes forms a 


very inconſiderable income, though always 


ſubject to defalcation from the rapacious 


hand of their ſovereign, who ſeizes. upon 


every thing with which he comes in con- 


tact. = | 

The EpFENDi to the late emperor had a 
degree of addreſs, and an elegance of man- 
ners, which would have done honour to an 
European courtier. He received a ſtranger 
with a pleaſing ſmile, and a reſpectful bow; 
ſhook him warmly by the hand, enquired 
after his health, invited him to his houſe, 
and offered him his. ſervices. As he was 
rich, he was always extremely timid in the 
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preſence of the emperor, notwithſtanding he 
annually made him a large preſent to keep 


him in temper. Some of the princes, and 


many others, followed his example in this 
reſpect, judiciouſly preferring the enjoyment 
of a little with a certainty, to the Mong, 4 
riſ of the whole. 

The emperor of late had no regillar 
court days, but fixed upon them as inclina- 
tion or convenience dictated. On thoſe. 


days all the princes who were at Morocco, . 


and every perſon in the immediate ſervice of 
the emperor, were obliged to attend at the 
Machoire, an open part of the palace fo 
named, where they, with the ſoldiers, were 


arranged in the form of a crefcent; the mi- 


niſters and ſtrangers in front, and the ſove- 
reign, either on horſeback or in his carriage, 
in the centre. Upon theſe occaſions the 
public buſineſs in general was tranſacted, 


foreigners were received, grievances were 


ſtated, complaints heard (every perfon being 


at liberty to apply to the emperor for redreſs) 
and malefactors were puniſhed in the 
preſence of the , and the whole 
court. 


The 
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The revenues of the emperor of MoRoc- 
co conſiſt of a tenth on every article of 
_ conſumption, being the natural production 
of the country, as allowed him by the Koran; 
an annual tax upon the Jews ; his cuſtom- 


houſe and exciſe duties ; and the tributes 


which he exacts from his ſubjects, foreign 
ſtates, and European merchants, in the form 
of preſents. From the laſt articles he de- 
rives the moſt conſiderable rs of his in- 
come. 


The want of ſyſtem, and the eaprice of 


the late emperor, was ſuch, that it is utterly 
impoffible to ſay what was the annual 
amount of all theſe branches of revemue. 
The duties were frequently changed three or 
four times in the courſe of a year, and the 
tributes were ſubjeck to an equal degree of 
uncertainty. After all it has been a matter 
of great doubt and ſpeculation whether 
SIDI MAHOMET, the late emperor, was 
wealthy. From the greater encouragement 
to commerce during his reign, the trifling 
expence of his court, every perſon engaged 


about it receiving little or no pay from the 


emperor, the uncommonly ſevere exactions 
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he enforced, and the numerous voluntary 
preſents he received, the natural concluſion 
was, that he muſt have been very rich. On 
the other hand, however, his expences at 
the ſieges of MELILLA and MAZ AGAN 
are known to have been very conſiderable, 
and theſe, united to the valuable preſents he 
annually tranſmitted to the grand ſeignior, 
and to the ShARIFS * of Mecca, are to be 
placed i in the oppoſite ſcale; and when this 
is done, it will perhaps appear that his wealth 
Was far from conſiderable. | 

Ihe land forces of the emperor of Mo- 
Rocco conſiſt principally of black troops, 
the deſcendants of thoſe Negroes which 
MuLEy ISHMAEL imported from Guinea, 
and ſome few white, amounting altogether 
to an .army of about thirty-ſix thouſand 
men upon the eſtabliſhment, two thirds 
of which are cavalry. This eſtabliſhment, 
however, upon occaſion admits of a con- 
ſiderable increaſe, as every man is ſuppoſed 
to be a ſoldier, and when called upon is 
obliged to act in that capacity. About fix 


See page 157. 


thouſand 


ww 
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thouſand of the ſtanding forces form the 
emperor's body guard, and are always kept 
near his perſon ; the remainder are quar- 
tered in the different towns of the empire, 
and are under the charge of the baſhaws of 
the provinces. They are all clothed by the 
emperor, and receive a trifling pay; but 
their chief dependance is on plunder, which 


they have frequent opportunities of acquir- 


ing. ; 
The ſoldiers have no diſtinction in dreſs 
from the other Moors, and are only marked 
by their accoutrements, which conſiſt: of a 
ſabre, a very long muſquet, a ſmall red 
leather box to hold their balls, which is 
fixed in front by means of a belt, and a 


| powder-horn ſlung over their ſhoulders. 


The army is under the direction of a 
commander in chief, four principal Ba- 
SHAWS, and 'ALCAIDEs who command 
diſtinct diviſions. With reſpe& to the Al- 
CAIDES it 1s proper to remark, that there 


are three deſcriptions of perſons who bear 


this appellation: but thoſe to whom I at 
preſent allude are millitary officers, who 
command ſoldiers from a thouſand to five 

| Hundred 
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hundred, twenty-five, « or even four men in 
a diviſion. 4 

The black troops which I ave! been 
deſcribing are naturally of a very fiery diſ- 
poſition, capable of enduring great fatigue, 
hunger, thirſt; and every difficulty to which 
a military life is expoſed. They appear 
well calculated for fkirmiſhing parties, or 
for the purpoſe of harrafling an enemy; 
but, were they obliged to undergo a regular 
attack, from their 'total want of diſcipline 
they would ſoon be routed. In all their 
manceuvres they have no notion whatever 
of order and regularity, but have altogether 
more the appearance of a rabble than of an 

Though theſe troops are ſuppoſedtobe the 
ſtrongeſt ſupport of deſpotifm, yet from their 
avarice and love of variety they frequently 
prove the moſt dangerous enemies to their 
monarchs ; they are often known to excite 
edition and rebellion, and their inſolence 
has ſometimes proceeded to ſuch exceſſes as 
nearly to overturn the government. Their 
conduct is governed only by their paſſions. 
Thoſe who pay them beſt, and treat them 
with 
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with the greateſt attention, they will always 
be moſt ready to ſupport. This circum- 
ſtance, independant. of every other, makes 
it the intereſt of the monarch to keep his 
ſubjects in as complete a ſtate of poverty as 
pothble. The Moors are indeed remarkable 
for inlincerity in their attachments, and for 
their love of variety; a military force, in 
this kingdom eſpecially, is therefore the only 
means which a deſpotic monarch can em- 
ploy for ſecuring himſelf in the poſſeſſion 
of the throne. Ignorant of every principle 
of rational liberty, whatever conteſts this 
devoted people may engage in with their 
tyrants, are merely conteſts for the ſuceeſ- 
ſion; and the ſole object for which they 
ſpend their lives and their property, is to 
exchange one mercileſs deſpot for another. 
The emperor's navy conſiſts of about 
fifteen ſmall frigates, a few xebecks, and 
between twenty and thirty row-gallies. The 
whole is commanded by one admiral, but 
as theſe veſſels are principally uſed for the 
purpoſes of piracy, they ſeldom unite in a 
fleet. The number of ſeamen in the fer- 
vice are computed at fix thouſand. 

I have 


z3z A TOUR TO MOROCCO, 


I have already noted the bad ſtate of the 
ports in Morocco, and the probability of 
their becoming ſtill worſe; it is therefore 
evident, that very little is to be apprehended 
from the emperor as a naval power; and 
indeed J am apt to believe, that though a 
conſiderable part of his dominions is ap- 
parently maritime, he will in the courſe of 
ſome years be deſtitute both of fleets and 
harbours. 

When deſcribing the late emperor's hs 
wits I obſerved, that there cannot exiſt a 
more abſolute government than that of Mo- 
ROCCO; the lives and properties of the ſub- 
jects depending entirely on the will or ca- 
price of the monarch. + The forms of order 
and juſtice are, however, ſtill preſerved, 
though but very little of the ſubſtance re- 
mains. | 

An officer is appointed by the emperor 
for the government of every province, who, 
as I have already ſtated, is named a Ba- 
SHAW; he is generally a Moor of ſome 
diſtinction, and frequently one of the em- 
peror's ſons. This officer, who is appointed 
or removed at the will of the ſovereign, 

has 
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has almoſt an unlimited power throughout 
the province which he commands; he can 
inflict every puniſhment but death, can 


levy taxes, impoſe fines, and in ſhort can 
plunder any individual he pleaſes; and in- 


deed, if the reader will not ſmile at the 
abuſe of words, the plundering of the public 
and of individuals may be conſidered as a 
part of the duties of his office. When by 
every ſpecies of rapacity he has amaſſed a 
large property, it then becomes the buſineſs 
of the emperor to divert this treaſure into 
his own coffers. Some frivolous plea is 
therefore invented for the impriſoning of 
the baſhaw, which is immediately put into 
execution. The emperor then ſeizes upon 


all his property, and afterwards reinſtates 
him in his government, in order that the 


ſame game may be played over again.—So 
perfectly acquainted with mankind in every 


ſtate and ſituation was our inimitable Shake- 
ſpeare : 


% Roſencrants.. Take you me for a 


0 ſpunge, my lord? 


«* Hamlet. Aye, ſir; that ſoaks up the 
** king's countenance, his rewards, his au- 


© thorities. 
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& thorities. But ſuch officers do the 
& king beſt ſervice in the end; he keeps 
them, like an ape, in the corner of his 
jaw; firſt mouthed, to be at laſt ſwal- 
« lowed. When he needs what you have 
* gleaned, it is but {queezing you, and, 
* ſpunge, you ſhall be dry again.” | 

_ Subordinate to the baſhaw, the emperor 
appoints governors to each town, named 
ALCAIDES, and officers with a ſimilar au- 


thority in every Dou AR or encampment, 


who are called SHaiks. Theſe officers 
have the ſame power inveſted in them over 


their ſeveral diſtricts as the BasHaws 


have in their provinces. But in other re- 
ſpects their ſituation is worſe, as they are 
not only ſubject to the tyranny and caprice 

of the emperor, but alſo of the Basnaw. 
The ALCcAIDE, or governor, is inveſted 
with both the military and civil authority 
in the town where he reſides. As a military 
officer he commands a certain number of 
ſoldiers, whom he employs for the public 
defence and tranquillity, and alſo for enforc- 
ing the payment of taxes, for the puniſhing 
of delinquents, and ro convey his orders 
+ and 
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and meſlages to court, or into the country. 
As a civil officer, he has the entire cogni- 
zance of all criminal matters, for which he 
diſcretionally inflicts any puniſhment ſhort 
of death.” . 

If we only reflect on the dangerous extent 
of this almoſt unlimited power, it is eaſy to 
anticipate the abuſes of it in a country 
where ſo little attention is paid to juſtice 
or honour. For the moſt trifling offences 
the AL AI DE condemns the delinquent 
not only to be baſtinadoed very ſeverely, and 
impriſoned, but alſo to pay him a ſum of 
money, or preſent him with ſome other 
article equal in value, which probably the 
priſoner has been half his life in acquiring. 
It frequently happens, indeed, that falſe 
accuſations are invented purpoſely againſt 
individuals to plunder them of their pro- 
perty. This is not the only inconvenience 
ariſing from an abuſe of power; — for let a 
perſon commit the moſt notorious crime, 
if he can carry up a preſent to the governor 
of greater value than what was preſented 
by his accuſer, he is not only forgiven, but 
if he has the leaſt ingenuity he will find 


very 
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very little difficulty in even throwing the 
whole of the crime upon his antagoniſt. 
Indeed, in this country, juſtice, or rather 
judgment, is moſt eaſily procured by pur- 
chaſing it. 

Under the ALCAIDE is an officer named 


ELL-HACKUM, or deputy governor, whoſe 


office bears ſome analogy to our en 


bailiff or conſtable. 8 V 


Beſides theſe officers, there is in every 
town a Cap1, who is both a civil judge and 
the chief prieſt; for it is well known that 
the civil and religious inſtitutions are united 
in the Koran. When any diſpute happens 
between individuals, reſpecting matters of 


right or property, debts, inſults, &c. the 


perſon who ſuppoſes himſelf injured may 
apply for redreſs to the Capi, who is to 
determine the matter agreeably to the prin- 
ciples of the Koran. In the abſence of the 
CApl, any of the TALBs, who are common 
prieſts, are equally authorized to act for 
him. If the parties chuſe to employ law- 
yers, the pleadings muſt be carried on in 
writing, otherwiſe they plead orally their 
own cauſes, Upon theſe occaſions the 
| Cap! 
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Capi or TAT BS cannot openly receive any 
payment, but it is well known that they 
are too frequently influenced by private 
preſents. + 

The chief of the 3 is the Murr, 
who is alſo the . head of the 

church. 

When any party in a ſuit conceives that 
he has reaſon to complain of the juriſdiction 
of theſe officers, he has a right to appeal 
to the emperor, who gives public audiences 
for the purpoſe of adminiſtering juſtice. 
This cuſtom would be a great alleviation 
to the evils of deſpotiſm, were the emperor 
always to adminiſter juſtice impartially ; but 
valuable preſents have ſometimes too pow- 
erful an influence even over the ſovereign 
himſelf. On this account, as well as on that 
of the great diſtance of many of the pro- 
vinces from the ſeat of government, the 
people ſeldom embrace this laſt reſource in 
applying for juſtice. 

The mode of puniſhing criminals in this 
country depends entirely upon the will of 
the ſovereign. Trifling offences are uſually 
puniſhed by impriſonment and the baſti- 

8 nado, 
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nado, which is inflicting a certain number 
of ſtripes on the back and legs by leather 
ſtraps, and which 15 ſometimes executed 
with great ſeverity. For crimes of a more 
ſerious nature, in ſome caſes the hands are 
cut off, particularly for ſtealing, in others a 
leg and a hand. When 1 was at MoxoccO 
four men who had committed murder had 


upon his bead. There Were ſeveral perſons 
about the late emperor, who from practice 
had acquired an habit of throwing perſons 
up, fo as at pleaſure either to break the 
head, diſlocate the neck, fracture an arm, 
leg, or both, or to jet them fall without 
receiving any material injury -· When I was 
at Morocco 4 man received the latter 
puniſhment in the morning, and in the 
afternoon the emperor made him 2 hand- 
ſome preſent, 25 © recompence for what he 
had ſuffered. 
To 
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To 1 up all in a foo words, there i 1s 
no mode of cruelty known which has not 


been practiſed at Morocco. I. am well 
aware that in the preſent uncivilized ſtate 
of the people, ſevere and exemplary puniſh- h 
ments may be neceſſary to keep them in 
any degree of ſubjection; but it muſt be at 
| leaſt allowed, that ſuch ſeverities ſhould 
never be inflicted but when there is a full 
proof of guilt. The contrary of this I am 
afraid is too often the caſe at Morocco. 


The accuſed is ſeldom permitted to make 
his defence, but is ſent out of the world 
very frequently without knowing for what 
he ſuffers. 

Theſe puniſhments were always inflited 
in the preſence of the emperor. The for- 
mer monarchs of this country were their 
own executioners, and the late emperor 
acted in the fame capacity when prince; 
but upon his acceſſion to the throne he re- 
ſigned that reſpectable office to his Negro 
ſoldiers. I never was preſent at any of 
theſe executions, but was informed that legs 
and arms are taken off by a common knife 


and ſaw, and that the ſtump is afterwards 
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dipped in boiling pitch, which is the only 
mode of ſtopping the hzmorrhage with 
which they are acquainted. 

| To evince in what a cool light all theſe 
things are conſidered by the Moors, one of 
the emperor's ſons had undertaken to put 
a memorial from me into his father's hands, 
praying to be ſent home. Upon my calling 
upon him to aſk if he had complied with 
my requeſt, he informed me, that when he 
laſt aw his father an opportunity had not 
offered, as he was then very buſy in Nun 
ſome perſons to death. 


CHAP. X, 


Arrival of MuLlEyY ABSULEM at MoRoc- 
co—his pompous Entry. Adventures of” 
ome Engliſh Captives.— Account of wild 

Arabs. — Interview with the Prince.— 
Flattering Expettations — diſappointed.— 
 Unworthy Conduct of the Prince his 
Departure for MEC CSA. Diſagreeable 
Embarraſſments.—Efforts of the Author 
to procure Leave to return. 


BOUT ten days after my interview . 
with the emperor, MuLEy ABsu- 
LEM arrived from TARUDANT, in his way 
to Mecca. As this prince was fo diſtin- 
guiſhed a favourite with the .emperor, his. 
public entrance into Morocco was con- 
ducted in a much more magnificent ſtile 
than any other part of the royal family 
would perhaps have ventured upon. As 
ſoon as intelligence arrived that the prince 
was approaching the city, two of his 
brothers, MuLEY SLEMMA and MuLEy 
83 OussiINE, 
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OussINE, who happened to be at Mo- 
Rocco at the time, the BasHAw, and all 
the principal perſons in the city, received 
orders to proceed on horſeback to meet him, 
which they did in great form, and found 
him encamped at the diſtance of about 
four miles. As ſoon as he had dined: the 
cavalcade commenced, conſiſting firſt, of all 
the. prince's ALCAIDES, about twelve in 
number, in front, flanked on each fide by 
one ſtandard- bearer, who carried each a red 
flag, and one lance-bearer, carrying a lance 
of an uncommon length. Behind them 
was MuLEy ABSULEM in the centre; on 
the right of him Mur EY SLEMMA, and 
on the left MuLEy OvussInt. The next 
in order was the BasHaw, with the prin- 
cipal perſons of the city; and the rear was 
brought up by a troop of one hundred 
cavalry, all abreaſt, partly Negroes and 
partly Moors, who had the butt end of their 
muſquets reſting on their ſaddles, with the 
muzales pointed perpendicularly. In this 
manner the prince advanced tiil he ap- 
proached the walls of the town, where he 
received orders to halt till the emperor 


X Came 
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came to him ; an honour which had never 
been paid by S1p1 MAHOMET to any per- 
ſon before. The emperor ſhortly after ad- 
vanced on horſeback, with his ſuite, con- 
ſiſting of about fifty ſoldiers. Upon his 
approach MuLey ABSULEM diſmounted _ 
and kifſed the earth; upon which the em- 
peror commanded him to riſe, and approach 
cloſe to his perſon. He then bleſſed him, 
laying his hand on the prince's head, and 
afterwards embraced him with all the af- 
fection of a fond father. Having made 
many enquiries concerning his ſon's health, 
the emperor took bis leave, and each re- 
tired to their reſpective places of reſidence. 
As ſoon as the prince had got within the 
walls of his garden, his troops fired three 
vollies of muſquetry in an irregular manner, 
as is cuſtomary on theſe occaſions, and there 
the ceremony concluded. 
"It may eaſily be imagined, that I loſt no 
time in waiting on his highneſs, and I re- 
ccived from him as flattering a reception as 
I could poſſibly with. The prince inform 
ed me that he had continued recovering 
his fight gradually, and that he found him- 
S 4 ſelf 
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{elf in every other reſpect in good health. 


— 


I took this opportunity of repreſenting to 


him how diſagreeably I was ſituated with 


reſpect to the emperor, and truſted that he 


would now clear up every doubt that might 


. have ariſen on my account; and with this. 


requeſt he promiſed to comply. On paying 
my ſecond viſit, the prince informed me 
that he had obtained the emperor's per- 
miſſion to have again recourſe to his medi- 
cines, and that he was certain he ſhould 
have influence ſufficient with his father to 

perſuade him to give me up the Engliſh | 
captives, as a compliment for my ſervices. 
The prince had brought along with him 


to Morocco the Engliſh captain, the only 


Engliſhman that had been left in ſlavery, 
the black having died ſome time before. 
My reader will eafily conceive the pleaſure 
I felt at ſeeing my unfortunate countryman, 
who had been left alone in the hands of 


ſavages, now out of immediate flavery, and 


with the chearful proſpect, according to 
the promiſes of the prince, of being im- 
mediately ſent home to his friends and 
country. My ſenſations indeed on the o- 


9 caſion 
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caſion may be much more eaſily felt than 
deſcribed. But if this cirecumſtance had 
ſuch an effect upon me, what muſt it have 
had upon this unfortunate officer, who for 
ſome months paſt had been ſeparated from 
his people, one of whom was a near rela- 
tion, and without knowing whether they 
were dead or alive; who with the evils of 
ſlavery had experienced that of a ſevere 
fever, without having any perſon to conſole 
him, or afford him that aſſiſtance which is 
ſo neceſſary upon ſuch occaſions? To be 
redeemed under ſuch circumſtances from 
his inhoſpitable ſituation, to recover from 
his illneſs, and to meet with all his com- 
panions at Morocco, well taken care of 
by the emperor, was a change which he 
had given up all expectation of ever be- 
holding. | 
The captain was a well-informed young 
man, and an agreeable companion. He had 
been brought up, as I before intimated, to 
the profeſſion of medicine and ſurgery, in 
both of which he had received a good edu- 
cation. His firſt eſſay in the world was as 
ſurgeon to a Guinea-man; after having made 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral- voyages in this capacity, however, 
finding it a diſadvantageous employment, 
he obtained the command of a ſmall veſſel} 
in the ſame trade, and this was his firſt 
voyage as commander, 
Contrary to his inclination he was order- 
ed by his owners to fail between the Cana- 
ries and the coaſt of Africa, which is at all 
times conſidered as a dangerous navigation. 
As he approached towards the ſpot where 
his misfortune happened, which is inha- 
bited by wild Arabs, he got into a ſtrong 
current, which drives directly towards the 
ſhore, and a perfect calm ſucceeding, the 
veſſel unavoidably ran aground. The crew: 
immediately took to their boat, carried off 
all the money on board, which was about 
five hundred dollars, with a good ſhare of 
proviſions and water, and got ſafe to ſhore. 
The part of the country where they were 
wrecked conſiſted of deep and heavy ſands. 
As upon their firſt landing they ſaw no- 
thing to moleſt them, it was their intention 
to proceed on foot, along the coaſt to the 
northward, till they could reach SANTA 
Cruz or Mocopokt, where they could 
make 
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make their ſituation known. For this 
purpoſe they ſet off with their money, pro- 
viſions and water, and met with no diſturb- 
ance till the end of two days. They then 
obſerved a party of wild Arabs, armed with 
large clubs and knives, and rapidly advanc- 
ing towards them: their firſt object was 
to bury their money in the ſands. Over- 
powered by numbers, they ſaw no chance of 
making a ſucceſsful defence, and therefore 
every moment expected inſtantaneous death. 
The ſavages, however, had a different ob- 
ject in view. They knew very well that 
what property the unfortunate people had 
about them was ſufficiently ſecure, without 
being under the neceſſity of deſtroying their 
lives in order to obtain it, and they were not 
ignorant of the value of their perſons when 
offered for ſale; their ultimate object there. 


fore was, to bring them to market as 
ſlaves, | 


As each of their conquerors conceived 
himſelf equally intereſted in the capture, 
they were ſome time before they could agree 
among themſelves how they ſhould diſpoſe 
of their priſoners ; in the mean time ſome of 
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the people were knocked down, others had 
their pockets cut out, and the buttons torn 
from off their coats. They. were at laſt 
feized on by different perſons, and carried 
away to different places of reſidence. | 
As J had an opportunity of ſeeing ſome 
of theſe ſavages at MoRocco, and as they 
appeared to be in ſome reſpects different 


from thoſe Arabs whom I had met with in 


my travels, I ſhall beg leave to deſcribe 


them. 


Contrary to the cuſtom of the 


Moors, they wear the hair long, which is a 
dark black, and ſtarting from their heads 


ke porcupine s quills. Their complexions 


are of a very dark brown, their noſes very 
pointed, their eyes dark and ſtaring, their 
beards long, and their features altogether 
ſuggeſt the idea of lunacy or raving mad- 


nels. 


In their perſons they are very ſtrong 


and muſcular; and many of them go quite 


naked ; 


others wear only a ſmall garment 


round their waiſts. But to return to my 
narrative. ©» | 
The Engliſh failors were put into miſer- 


able huts or tents, where for ſeveral days they 
could procure no ſuſtenance, but juniper- 


berries, 
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berries, brackiſh water, and now and then'a 
ſmall quantity of milk. 
From theſe people they were ſoon diſ- 
poſed of to others, who put them into the 
immediate employments of flavery; theſe 
employments were the carrying of water in 
ſkins, and performing various other kinds of 
drudgery, which was at all times accompa- 
nied with ſtripes. 
After continuing in this ſtate between 
two and three months, they contrived to 
get a letter conveyed to the Engliſh vice 
conſul at MoGopoRe, expreſſive of their 
ſituation, who forwarded it to the conſul 
general at TANGIER, and at the ſame time 
wrote to MuLEY ABSULEM upon the ſub- 
jet. This prince, who commanded the 
province adjoining to that where Captain 
Irving and his people were detained, at the 
- expiration of eight months from the time 
this accident happened obtained the empe- 
ror's permiſſion to redeem them out of ſla- 
very, with orders to fend them up to Mo- 
Rocco, where his Mooriſh majeſty thought 
proper to keep them, till they were ex- 
promey ſent for by our [ſovereign ; or, in 


other 


F 
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other words, till he received an 8 


preſent. 
About four days after the prince 8 arrival, 


the flattering aſſurances which he had at 
firſt given me reſpecting theſe unfortunate 


perſons were apparently. confirmed, by his 
informing me, that he had ſucceeded to his 


wiſhes with the emperor, in what he had 


promiſed relative to the Engliſh captives ; 


that in two or three days he was to ſet off 


for Fez, in his way to Mecca, and that he 


was to take us all with him as far as Sal- 
IEE, Whence a party was to be diſpatched 
to conduct us to TANGIER. 


Such agreeable intelligence, and from 


ſuch authority, afforded me the moſt pleaſ- 
ing hopes that my journey would yet end to 


my ſatisfaction. I eagerly flew to the cap- 
tain to acquaint him with it ; but he ſeemed 
too much accuſtomed to diſappointments, 


to entertain any very ſanguine expectations 


from my information. I think, however, 


his ſpirits appeared ſomewhat revived upon 
the occaſion. 


The day before the prince 8 departure I 


Was deſired to ſtate the number of mules 


which 
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- which" would be neceſſary to convey my 


baggage ; at the ſame time I was told, that 
in two days we were all to ſet off. To my 
very great ſurprize, however, on the ſame 
evening, I was for the firſt time refuſed per- 
miſſion to ſee the prince; an excuſe being 
made that he was then buſy, and therefore 
wiſhed me to call in the morning. At the 
ſame time I ſaw every preparation making 
for the journey, and was poſitively told that 
the prince was to depart from Morocco 
the very next day. 


As I could not help feeling id and 


alarmed at this circumſtance, I repaired 
| early in the morning to the prince's habita- 
tion, to know the truth of what I had 
heard the day before; little enquiry how- 
ever was neceſſary, ſince the firſt object 
that preſented itſelf was the baggage mules 


ready loaded ; and, in addition to this cir- 


cumſtance, I was informed, that the prince 
was to ſet off in an hour's time. 

It was in vain that I ſent in repeated 
meſſages to the prince, requeſting that he 
would permit me to ſee him. The only 


anſwer I could obtain was, that he was then 


en bagec 
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Wearied out at length by the urgency of 
my ſolicitations, a particular friend of his 


highneſs came out and told me, that the 


1 prince had ſent me ten hard dollars, with 


orders to leave the garden immediately, as 
no perſon but the emperor could ſend me 


home. 5 


— 


Ln 


Enraged at this unworthy treatment, 1 
deſired the Moor to acquaint the prince, 


that it was not money I wanted; I wiſhed 


him only to fulfil his engagement, and that 
till I had ſome proſpect of that being ac- 


compliſhed, I would not ſtir; from the gar- 
den, unleſs compelled by force. The reſult 


of this meſſage was, that the ſame man re- 


turned with two dollars more, and ſaid 


that the prince had done all he could for 


me. If I choſe to go to one of the empe- 


- ror's ſecretaries, whoſe name he mentioned, 
he would give me the emperor's. letter of 


diſpatch, and I then might proceed home in 
what manner I pleaſed, but that the prince 
had no further buſineſs with me. Finding 
that meſſages were fruitleſs, I determined 
to watch the opportunity of the prince's 

| coming 
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coming out of his houſe, and as ſoon as he 
had mounted his horſe I placed myſelf di- 
realy before him. In this laft reſource, 
however, I found myſelf equally unſuc- 
ceſsful as before, and experienced the laſt 
extreme of rudeneſs and ingratitude; for be- 
fore my interpreter could pronounce a 
ſingle ſentence the prince puſhed on, 
and rode haſtily by me, leaving me in 
as n a fituation as can well be 
conceived. 

To whatever point I directed my view, 
there appeared nothing comfortable in the 
proſpect. I had come purpoſely into the 
country to attend the prince, with his moſt 
poſitive aſſurances that I ſhould be ſent 
back again, when he had no further occa- 
fon for my ſervices. How great then muſt 
be my mortification to find myſelf in a 
worſe ſituation than the crane in the fable? 
ſince inſtead of obtaining from him this ne- 
gative favour, in return for all the fatigues 
and inconveniences which I had experienced 
on his account, I found myſelf deſerted en- 
tirely, and left in the charge of a haughty 
and perſidious emperor ! Doubt after doubt 

* | took 
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took poſſeſſion of my mind ; and this, joined 
with the reflection of having ſo completely, 
diſappointed the hopes of the unfortunate 
ſeamen, as well as the favourable accounts I 
had written to the conſul on the prince's 
recovery, preſſed fo forcibly on my feelings, 
that for the ſpace of two or three hours 
J was in a ſtate little better than that of in- 
{anity. ; 
As ſoon as I found myſelf in foray degree 
recovered, I went to the perſon to whom I 
was directed for my letter of diſpatch, and 
was informed that he had ſet off early that 
morning for Fez; and had the further ſa- 
tisfaction of diſcovering that the prince had 
availea himſelf of this excuſe, in order to 
avoid my importunity. As no ſtranger who 
is ſent for by the emperor can ſtir from the 
court till he gets his diſpatches, I now con- 
ſidered myſelf in every reſpec a priſoner. | 
Diſappointed in every hope of emancipation, 
I returned home, and immediately diſpatched 
exprefles to the conſuls at TANGIER and 
Mocopokr, informing them of my ſitua- 
tion, and earneſtly requeſting their immedi- 
ate interference. In the mean time I omitted 
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no other means which occurred to procure 
my diſpatches, but all without ſucceſs. The 
molt probable ſtep which I could deviſe, or 
at leaſt which I could carry into effect, was 
to convey to the emperor's hands the follow- 
ing memorial, by means of one of his ſons. 


To his Imperial Majeſty of Morocco. 
Moſt auguſt ſovereign, 

With all the reſpe&t and ſubmiſſion 
due to your majeſty's exalted ſtation, I 
take the liberty of informing your majeſty, 
that I had particular orders from the gover- 
nor of Gibraltar, under whoſe command I 
have the honour to ſerve, to return imme- 
diately to my duty, upon my ſervices being 
no longer neceſſary to your majeſty's ſon, 
the prince Mul EY ABSULEM. That now 
being the caſe, I only wait to know whe- 
ther I am to have the honour of conveying 
your majeſty's commands to TANGIER, 
either for your majeſty's ſon Mur EY Ha- 
SEM, or for the Britiſh conſul general. 

I have the honour to be, moſt reſpectfully, 
Your majeſty's moſt humble 
and devoted ſervant, 
W. LEMPRIERE. 
2 1 
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I got the above letter tranſlated into 
Arabic, worded in the uſual compliments 

of the country, and having incloſed it in a 
ſilk handkerchief, the mode in which all 
letters are preſented to royal perſonages in 
Barbary, I carried it to MuLEY OMAR, 
whom I had ſeen at TARUDANT, with a 
preſent of Iriſh linen, in value 'about fix 
dollars, wrapped up alſo in a ſilk handker- 
chief; and requeſted him to deliver it into 
his father's hands the firſt opportunity. 
The prince firſt received the preſent, and 
then told me, that as we were always old 
friends, I needed not have troubled myſelf 
with bringing one; but that I might be 
aſſured he would ſettle the buſineſs to my 
entire ſatisfaction in a very ſhort time. 
The reſult of this application was, a pro- 
miſe from the emperor of being ſent home 
immediately ; but this was attended with 
the ſame infincerity which I had uſually 
experienced. 

My next effort was, by making prefents 
to the principal miniſters to bribe them 
over to my intereſt, as my delay might pro- 
bably ariſe as much from the emperor's 
4 


want 


„ 


vo 


At 
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want of memory as from any other cauſe ; 

for his faculties were then ſo much im- 
paired, that he was not able to recollect 
circumſtances from one hour to another. 
I was in hopes that by means of his miniſ- 
ters he would be continually reminded of 


me; but, either becauſe my preſents were 


not ſufficiently large, or becauſe theſe ra- 


pacious miniſters were in hopes I would. 


repeat them, I effected nothing by this 
plan. 
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CHAP. At 
Departure of Capt. IxvIx G. Inſolence of the 
Populace to Chriſtians — Manners' and 
Character of the Moors. — Education of the 
Princes. — Per ſons and Dreſs of the Moors. 
— Houſes and Furniture. —Ceremonies.— 
Courters.— Anecdotes illuſtrative of Moorifh 
Cuſtoms.—Topics of Converſation at Mo- 
ROC cO.— Horſemanſbip.— Muſic and Poe- 
try. — Religion. — Moſques, — Slaves. — 
Marriages. — Funerals. — Renegadoes, — 
Caravans to MEcca and GUINEA. 


IN a fortnight after the prince's depar- 
1 ture all the Engliſh captives were or- 


dered to MogGopoke, to remain under the 
care of a gentleman of that place, till our 


court ſhould think proper to ſend for them. 
Deprived by this circumſtance of the ſo- 
ciety of the captain, whoſe good ſenſe and 
agreeable converſation leſſened in a great 
degree the uneaſineſs I experienced from 


the 
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the irkſomeneſs of my ſituation, I muſt con- 
feſs my ſpirits did not receive much benefit 
from the change. My only reſource at 
preſent for ſociety was the French officer 
whom I formerly mentioned. 

Limited as our ſociety was to that of each 
other, there exiſted a further impediment 
to amuſement ; for we could not leave the 
Jewdry without being ſaluted with repeated 
ſhowers of ſtones, opprobrious names, and 
every inſult that bigotry and brutality could 
deviſe. The ignorant of every nation are 
intolerant; and there can ſcarcely exiſt a 
more deſperate or favage deſcription of peo- 
ple than the LazzaRoni of MoRocco : 
they are a mixed race, conſiſting of the 
baſeſt of the citizens, with a number of 
ferocious mountaineers and wild Arabs, who 
have wandered thither in hopes of ac- 
quiring a ſubſiſtence either by labour or by 
theft. | 

The deſcription indeed of a mingled race 
will ſtill more extenſively apply even to the- 
more civilized inhabitants of this country. 
In the towns particularly, the deſcendants 
of the different tribes from which they are 
I 4 | ſprung 
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ſprung may ſtill be traced, viz. thoſe of 
the native Moors, of their Turkiſh con- 
querors, and of the negroes who have 
been introduced in the manner already re- 


| lated. 


The camplexion of the two firſt is a 
fallow white, and from this circumſtance, 
and from their intermarrying with each 
other, it is not poſſible always to determine 
the origin of each individual; I ſhall there- 
fore claſs them. both ander the general 
appellation of Moors. But the negroes, 
though they form a large proportion of the 
emperor's ſubjects, are now by no means ſo 
numerous as in the reign of MuLEey ISH- 
MAEL, who firſt introduced them into the 
country. . They are better formed than the 


| Moors, and as they are more lively, daring, 


and active, they are entruſted with an im- 
portant ſhare in the executive part of go- 
vernment. They conſtitute in fact the 
moſt conſiderable part of the emperor's 
army, and. are generally appointed to. the 
command of provinces and towns. This 
circumſtance naturally creates a jealouſy 
between them and the Moors, the latter 
| conſidering, 


A TOUR TO MOROCCO, &, 2 


conſidering the negroes as uſurpers of a 
power which they have no right to af- 
fume. 

The negroes are blood-thirſty, capricious, 
and revengeful. As ſoldiers, they manifeſt 
ſufficient ardour when commanded by po- 
pular officers; but their attachment de- 
pends on the generoſity of their chief, and 
the energy, ſeverity, and cruelty of his dif- 
poſition ; if he flackens in any of theſe 
particulars, they either deſert him, or deliver 
him up to his enemy. 

Beſides the negroes which form the em- 
peror's army, there are a great many others 
in the country, who either are or have been 
ſlaves to private Moors: every Moor of 
conſequence, indeed, has his proportion of 
them in his ſervice. To the diſgrace of 
Europe, the Moors treat their ſlaves with 


humanity, employing them in looking after 


their gardens, and in the domeſtic' duties of 
their houſes. They allow them to marry 
among themſelves, and after a certain num- 
ber of years ſpontaneouſly prefent them 
with the invaluable boon of liberty. They 
ſoon are initiated in the Mahometan per- 

| ſuaſion, 
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ſuaſion, though they ſometimes intermix 
with it a few of their original ſuperſtitious 
cuſtoms. In every other reſpe& they copy 
the dreſs and manners of the Moors; of 
which I ſhall endeavour to you the reader 
ſome general idea. 

To think juſtly and with candour of the 
Mooriſh character, we muſt take into our 
conſideration the natural effects of a total 
want of education, a moſt rigidly arbitrary 
government, and a climate calculated, as far 
as climate has influence, to ſtimulate and 
excite the vicious paſſions, as well as by its 
debilitating and relaxing influence to wea- 
ken and depreſs the nobler energies of the 
mind. To theſe we may add the diſad- 
vantages ariſing from the want of a free 
intercourſe with other nations, and the 
influence of an abſurd and uncharitable re- 
ligion. 

In ſuch a ſtate of things the traveller is 
not to be ſurprized if he obſerves moſt of 
the vices of ſavage nations grafted upon 
thoſe of luxury and indolence; if he ob- 
ſerves ſuperſtition, avarice, and luſt, the 
leading features of character, with their 

natural 
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natural concomitants, deceit and jealouſy ;' 
he is not to be ſurprized if he finds but little 
of the amiable attachments and propenſities, 
little of friendſhip or ſocial union with each 
other, fince the nature of the government, 
and the habits of his private life, are calcu- 
lated to inſpire each man with a diſtruſt 
and ſuſpicion of his neighbour. | 
I will not aſſert, however, that this cha- 
rater will univerſally apply. However the 
' cuſtoms and government of a nation may 
militate againſt virtue and excellence, there 
are always ſplendid exceptions to the pre- 
valent vices of every ſociety. There are 


certainly among the Moors many whoſe 


private virtues would do honour to any 
civilized nation; but I am ſorry to add, that 
| thoſe characters are not numerous. Groan- 
ing under the ſevereſt oppreſſions of deſ- 
potiſm, they loſe all ſpirit for induſtry and 
improvement, and ſuffer indolence and igno- 
rance to reign without controul. Senſible 
of the uncertainty of enjoying the fruits of 
labour and ingenuity, the great majority of 
the people remain content with the bare 
peceſlaries of life, or when in power en- 

deavour 
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deavour to enrich themſelves by the ſame 


means which had before kept them in a 


ſtate of poverty. 

Arts and ſciences ſeem to be almoſt un- 
known: here, or, if at all cultivated, it is 
only by the Jews, who indeed are the only 
induſtrious and ingenious people in the 


country. The Moors in general may be 


conſidered as exifting in the paſtoral ftate, 


following only a few mechanical trades, and 


leaving every thing that requires invention 
to the Jews, who have likewiſe the princi- 
pal management of their commercial and 
pecuniary matters; and even thoſe few of 
the Moors who are merchants are obliged 
to have Jew agents for the purpoſe of tranſ- 
acting their buſineſs. 

Fearful of having it diſcovered that they 
are rich, ſooner than part with money, 
which, under ſuch circumſtances, is of little 


or no ule to them, they deprive themſelves 


of the luxuries and even comforts of life; 
they hoard up and conceal their treaſures, 
though ſeldom ſo artfully but they are at 
length detected, and conſequently plundered 
by the baſhaw, the prince, or the emperor. 

| 5 
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To conceal more effectually their riches, 
they are obliged to have recourſe to every 
form of diſſimulation and deceit; and being 
exerciſed in theſe qualities during the early 
part of life, at a more advanced period they 
become an eſtabliſhed part of their cha- 
racer. 
The Moors are naturally of a grave and 
penſive diſpoſition, fervid in profeſſions of 
friendſhip, but very inſincere in their at- 
tachments. They have no curiofity, no 
ambition of knowledge; an indolent habit, 
united to the want of mental cultivation, 
renders them perhaps even more callous 
than other unenlightened people to every 
delicate ſenſation, and they require more 
than ordinary excitement to render them 
ſenſible of pleaſure or of pain. This lan- 
guor of ſentiment 1s, however, unaccom- 
panied with the ſmalleſt ſpark of courage 
or fortitude. When in adverſity, they mani- 
feſt the moſt abject ſubmiſſion to their ſu- 
periors, and in proſperity their tyranny and 
pride is inſupportable. They frequently 
ſmile, but ſeldom are heard to laugh loud. 
The moſt infallible mark of internal tran- 


quillity 
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quillity and enjoyment is, when they amuſe 
themſelves with ftroking or playing with 
their beard. When rouſed by reſentment, 
their diſputes rarely proceed further than 
violently to abuſe each other in the moſt 
opprobrious language. They never fight or 
box with their fiſts, like our peaſantry, but 


when a. quarrel proceeds to great extremi- 


ties, they collar each other, and ſometimes 
terminate a diſpute by aſſaſſination. 

It has been ſomewhere remarked, that 
whatever debaſes the human ſpirit corrupts 
at the ſame time and depraves the heart. 
That abjectneſs of diſpoſition, which a ſtate 
of ſlavery induces, eradicates every noble, 


every generous ſentiment. The Moors are 
diſhonourable and unfair in all their deal- 


ings ; nor are the greateſt among them ex- 
empt from propenſities which would dit- 
grace the meaneſt of the civilized inhabi- 
tants of Europe. When the late emperor's 
army was at TANGIER, one of the conſuls 


Invited the Mooriſh general and his par- 


ticular friend to tea. Soon after their de- 
parture the conſul miſſed one of his tea- 
ſpoons, and — the diſpoſitions of the 
Moors, | 
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Moors, ſent to the general for it; who 
immediately returned it, and ſimply apolo- 


gized, by faying he had put it into his 


pocket by miſtake. 
When we treat of national genius or 


character, it were to be wiſhed that lan- 


guage ſupplied us with ſome: term which 
might ſerve to indicate that habit or cuſ- 
tom is the great framer of the characters of 
nations. Of this truth there can be no 


ſtronger evidence than Morocco affords. 


Torpid and inſenſible as I have repreſented 


the Moors in general to be, this character 


is by no means applicable to them in early 
life. In the ſtate of childhood they poſleſs 
an uncommon ſhare of vivacity and acute- 
neſs, but they ſink gradually into indolence 
and ſtupidity as they advance in life. It is 
evident, therefore, that to the want of edu- 
cation only this circumſtance is to be attri- 
buted. While at ſchool they are ſcarcely 
leſs remarkable for attention than. ability ; 
and as they commit their leſſons to memory, 
no ſmall ſhare of application is required. 
This courſe is, however, extremely „ 
and continues for a very ſhort period; 
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conſiſts. at moſt of being inſtructed in cer- 
tain parts of the Koran, and perhaps learn- 


ing to write. After this all attention to 
learning ceaſes; and though their parents 
never indulge them, yet they are rarely 
chaſtiſed, and are left to themſelves in gene- 
ral. almoſt in a ſtate of nature. 

A late eloquent writer has remarked, chat 
e the antients did not, like Archimedes, 


e want a ſpot on which to fix their en- 


* gines, but they wanted an engine to 
* move the moral world. The preſs is 


that engine, —and to the want of it may 


fairly be attributed the ignorance, the ſtu- 
pidity, the flavery of the African nations. 
The art of printing is entirely prohibited 
and unknown in Barbary; and, from ſome 


inexplicable cauſe, moſt of the manuſcripts 


which were poſſeſſed by their Saracen an- 
ceſtors are loſt to the preſent generation of 
Moors. A few indeed are ſtill in being, 
which treat of aſtronomy, aſtrology, and 


| phyſic; but thoſe on aſtrology only are at 


preſent ſtudied. 


If any thing could effect an important 
and de change in theſe people, it 
would 
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would be the example of ſome great and 
magnanimous monarch, who by ſome ſin- 


gular revolution might be raiſed to the 
throne of Morocco. In fo deſpotic a 


government, where religion conſpires with 


Habit in teaching the ſubject to conſider 
his prince as ſomething more - than man, 
much more might be effected by example, 
than in a free country, where the ſovereign 
is merely conſidered as an individual placed 
on the throne for the public good, ſubject 
to all the imperfections and frailties inci- 
deht to human nature, and where the 
mind, by being allowed a free ſcope for 
reflection, diſdains all authority but that of 
reaſon and truth. 

The plan adopted, however, for the edu- 
cation of the princes of MoRocco, ſo far 
from tending to the improvement of their 
minds, or the enlargement of their ideas, 


ſerves, on the contrary, too frequently to- 


render them ſtill more remarkable for vice 
and brutality than even the worſt of their 
ſubjects. As ſoon as they become of an 
age that renders it imprudent to truſt them 
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any longer within the walls of the harem, 
they are taken out, and put under the care 
of one of their father's confidential Negroes, 
with whom they ſoon form a cloſe inti- 


macy, from whom they imbibe all the 
bad qualities which are inſeparable from a 


ſtate of ſlavery, and by whom they are alſo 
initiated in vices of every kind, in debau- 
chery, cruelty, and oppreſſion. Their edu- 
cation extends no further than to read and 
write ; and their knowledge of the world 
is confined to what they can obſerve and 
learn in the courſe of a pilgrimage to Me- 
CA. They are totally unacquainted with 
the political hiſtory of every foreign power; 


and their knowledge of their own govern- 


ment is confined principally to its worſt 
parts. To acquaint themſelves with the 
reſources of the country, and the improve- 
ments which from its fituation it would ad- 
mit of, or to direct any part of their atten- 
tion to thoſe regulations in their govern- 
ment which might tend to the advantage 
and eaſe of their ſubjects, or to their own 
real aggrandizement, is as much out of the 
line of their education, as the Principia of 
Newton. 


„ 
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Newton. Thus they aſcend the throne 
with all the prejudices of ignorance, with 


all the vices of barbariſm, with a pride 
that teaches them to look upon their fel- 


low creatures as inferior beings, and without 


any ſentiments of tenderneſs, compaſſion, 
or true policy, to reſtrain the arm of deſ- 
potiſm from its moſt cruel and fatal ex- 


ceſſes. Thus ill-qualified in general are 
the fovereigns of Morocco for effecting a 
reformation in the manners and character of 
their people. 

The ignorance of the Moors i is, however, 
no bar to their loquacity. They ſpeak very 
loud, and generally two or three at a time, 
as they are not very exact in waiting for a 


reply. Uſeleſs as the forms of politeneſs 


may appear in the eye of the philoſopher, 


there are ſome of them which probably 


conduce in no trifling degree to even our 
intellectual excellence and improvement. 


Perſonal cleanlineſs has been pointed out 


by modern philoſophers as one of thoſe 


circumſtances which ſerve to mark and 


determine the civilization of a people. It 
was in vain that Mahomet enjoined the 
U 2 frequency 
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25) A TOUR TO MOROCCO, &.. 
frequency of ablution as a religious duty to 
the Moors. Their dreſs, which ſhould be 
white, is but ſeldom waſhed, and their whole 
appearance evinces that they perform 'this 
branch of their religious ceremonies in but 
a ſlovenly manner. With this degree of 
negligence as to their perſons, we may be 
juſtly ſarprized to find united a moſt ſcru- 
pulous nicety in their habitations and apart- 
ments. They enter their chambers bare- 
footed, and cannot bear the lighteſt degree 
of contamination near the place where they 
are ſeated. This delicacy again is much 
confined to the infides of their houſes. The 


| ſtreets receive the whole of their rubbiſh 


and filth, and by theſe means the ground is 
ſo raiſed in moſt parts of the city of Mo- 
ROCCO, that the new buildings always ſtand 
conſiderably higher than the old. 

The perſons of the Mooriſh men are fo 
diſguiſed by their dreſs, that it is impoſſible 
to acquire any good idea of their form or 
-proportion. In height they are commonly 
above the middle fize, and they are rather 
meagre than fat. Their complexions in gene- 
ral are fallow in the Northern parts of the 


empire, but are darker in proportion to their 


ſituation 
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ſituation towards the South. 'Their features 

have univerſally a great ſameneſs. Their eyes 

= are black and full, they have an aquiline 
noſe, and in general a good ſet of teeth. 1B 
The dreſs of the men*-confiſts of a ſhort | x 
linen ſhirt, with large and looſe ſleeves = 
hanging half-way down to the ground. A vl 
pair of looſe linen drawers, reaching almoſt 
to the ankle; over which they wear another 
looſe pair, made of woollen cloth. Over 
the ſhirt they wear two or three woollen 
cloth waiſtcoats of different colours, and of 
European manufacture; theſe garments are 
made full as looſe as our great coats; they 
are connected before by yery ſmall buttons, 
and are faſtened tight round the waiſt by a 
ſilk belt, Over theſe waiſtcoats they throw 
a velvet cord, which croſſes the right ſhoul- 
der, and ſuſpends on the left fide a curved 
dagger or knife, ſheathed in a braſs caſe. 
This is the dreſs the Moors wear when in 
their houſes; but when they go abroad 
they cover it with the HAICK, a part of 
dreſs which has been already noticed. It is 


* The dreſs, and general remarks on the Mooriſh women 
will be introduced hereafter, when we ſpeak of the emperor's 
harem. 
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thrown over the whole of their other cloath< 
ing in a careleſs but eaſy manner, ſome- 
thing ſimilar to the Scotch plaid. 

Thoſe Moors who have performed a pil- 
grimage to Mecca are entitled to wear a 
turban, and are named ELL-HATCH, They 
are always treated with peculiar reſpect. 
Even thoſe beaſts of burden indeed which 
have performed this journey are held in great 


veneration, and upon their return are ex- 


empted from labour. The other claſs of 
Moors wear only plain red caps. The 
Moors in general ſhave their heads cloſe, 
leaving on the upper part a ſingle lock, and 


wear their beards long. They uſe no ſtock- 


ings or ſhoes, but ſubſtitute in the place of 
the latter yellow ſlippers. They are very fond 


of beads, of which the better order always 


carry a roſary in their hands; but they uſe 
them more as a matter of amuſement than 
for any religious purpoſe. Many alſo wear 
plain gold rings on their fingers; and thoſe 
whoſe circumſtances will allow them to go 
to that expence, poſſeſs likewiſe watches, 
which, like the roſary, they conſider rather 
as an ornament than an article from which 

| any 
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any great utility can be derived. Very few, 
in fact, are properly acquainted with their 
uſe. - 55 11 5 

This may ſerve to give ſome idea of the 
dreſs of the rich; but among the poorer 
claſs of people ſome wear the linen draw- 
ers, ſhirt, and one woollen waiſtcoat, and 
over it the HAICK; and others have merely 
a coarſe woollen frock, belted round the 
waiſt, and covered with the HAI. When 
the weather is cold or rainy the Moors in 
general lay aſide the uſe of the na1ck, and 
ſubſtitute the 8Vt am, a looſe cloak, made 
of white or blue woollen cloth of European 
manufacture, which reaches down to their 
feet, and has a hood to protect and cover 
the head. 

The houſes in moſt of the towns in this 
empire appear at. a little diſtance like vault- 
ed tombs in a church-yard; and the en- 
trance into the beſt of them has but a mean 
appearance. The rooms are generally on 
the ground floor, and whitened on the out- 
ſide. As the roofs are quite flat, they ſerve 
as verandos, where the Mooriſh women 
commonly fit for the benefit of the air, and 

„ in 
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in ſome places it is poſſible to paſs nearly 
over the whole town, without having oc- 
caſion to deſcend into the ſtreet. 

As the beſt apartments are all backwards, 
a ſtable, or perhaps ſomething worſe, is the 
place to which viſitors are firſt introduced. 
Upon entering the houſe, the ſtranger is 


either detained in this place, or in the 


ſtreet, till all the women are diſpatched 
out of the way; he is then allowed to enter 


a ſquare court, into which four narrow and 


long rooms open by means of large folding 
doors, which, as they have no windows, 
ſerve likewiſe to introduce light into the 
apartments. The court has generally in 
its centre a fountain, and if it is the houſe. 
of a Moor-of property, it is floored with 
and white checquered tiling. © The 
doors are uſually painted of various colours 
in a checquered form, and the upper parts 


of them are frequently ornamented with 
very curious carved work, None of the 


chambers have fire- places, and their victuals 
are always dreſſed in the court-yard, in an 
earthen ſtove, heated with charcoal. 

When the viſitor enters the room where 


Fr he 
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he is received by the maſter of the houſe, 
he finds him fitting croſs-legged and bare- 
footed on a mattreſs, covered with fine white 
linen, and placed on the floor, or elſe on a 
common mat. 'This, with a narrow piece 
of carpeting, is in general the only furni- 
ture he will meet with in Moorith houſes ; 
though they are not deſtitute of other orna- 
ments. In ſome, for inſtance, he will find 
the walls decorated with looking-glaſſes of 
different fizes, In others, watches and 
clocks in glaſs caſes; and in ſome the apart- 
ments are hung with the ſkins of lions or 
tigers, or adorned with a diſplay of muſkets 
and fabres. In the houles of. thoſe who 
live in the very firſt ſtyle, an European 
mahogany bed{tcad, with one or two mat- 
treſſes, covered with fine white linen, is 
ſometimes placed at each end of the room. 
Theſe, however, are only conſidered as 
ornaments, as the Moors always ſleep on a 
mattreſs, or a mat placed upon the floor, 
and covered only with their HAICK, or 

perhaps a quilt. 
As the law of Mahomet ſtrictly orolceildlh 
the uſe of pictures of every deſcription, 
| this 
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this delightful ſpecies of ornament finds no 
place in the houſes of the Moors. I was, 
however, acquainted with a Moor at Mo- 
ROCCo, who uſed to exhibit a raree-ſhow 
to his friends and acquaintance, all of whom 
appeared to expreſs infinite ſurprize and ad- 
miration at his exhibition. This, indeed, 
was not the only inſtance in which he was 

_ guilty of violating the Mahometan law. He 

x ſerupled not to drink very freely his bottle 

—_— of port or claret, which, as it was manu- 

1 fcctured by Chriſtians, was from that cir- 
cumſtance an aggravated offence, He em- 
ployed me to procure for him from Mod o- 

- DORE three dozen of claret, which appeared 
to adminiſter to him infinite comfort and 
ſatisfaction. This affection indeed for the 
productions of Europe made him perhaps 

more than uſually favourable to its natives. 

i However this may be, he was the only 

10 [ man who ſhewed me much attention dur- 

ing my reſidence at Morocco. He re- 

peatedly took me to his houſe, and made 
me little preſents of various kinds, which 

at that place proved very acceptable. 
When a Moor receives his gueſts he 
never 
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never riſes from his ſeat, but ſhakes hands, 
enquires after their health, and deſires them 
to {it down, either on a carpet or a cuſhion 
placed on the floor for that purpoſe, What- 


ever be the time of day, tea is then brought 


in on a tea-board with ſhort feet, This is 
the higheſt compliment that can be offered 


by a Moor; for tea is a very expenſive and 
ſcarce article in Barbary, and is only drank 


by the rich and luxurious. Their manner 
of preparing it is by putting ſome green 
tea, a ſmall quantity of tanſey, the ſame 


portion of mint, and a large proportion of 


ſugar (for the Moors drink their tea very 
ſweet) into the tea- pot at the ſame time, 
and filling it up with boiling water. When 
theſe articles are infuſed a proper time, 


the fluid is then poured into remarkably 


ſmall cups of the beſt India china, the 
ſmaller the more genteel, without any milk, 


and, accompanied with ſome cakes or ſweet- 


meats, it is handed round to the company. 


From the great eſteem in which this beve- 


rage is held by the Moors, it is generally 
drank by very ſmall and flow ſips, that its 
flavour may be the longer enjoyed; and as 


they 
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they uſually drink a conſiderable quantity 


whenever it is introduced, this entertain- 


ment is ſeldom Emile in leſs time than 


two hours. 

The other luxuries of the Moors are 
ſnuff; of which they are uncommonly fond, 
and ſmoaking tobacco, for which the greater 
part uſe wooden pipes about four fect in 
length, with an earthen, bowl; but the 
princes or emperor generally have the 
bowls made of ſolid gold. Inſtead of the 
indulgence of opium, which, from the 
heavy duty impoſed upon that article by 
the emperor, is too expenſive to be uſed by 
the Moors, they ſubſtitute the AcHIchA, 


a ſpecies of flax. This they powder and 


infuſe in water in ſmall quantities. The 
Moors aſſert, that it produces agreeable 
ideas, but own that when it is taken to 
exceſs it moſt powerfully intoxicates, In 


order to produce this effect, they likewiſe 


mix with their tobacco an herb named in 


this country, KHAF, which by ſmoking oc- 


caſions all the inebriating effects of the 
ACHICHA. The uſe of ſpirits as well as 
wine is ſtrictly forbidden by the Koran ; 


there 
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there are, however, very few among the. 
Moors who do not joyfully embrace every 
private W of drinking both to ex- 

er 
With lepect to the hours for eating, 
the people of this country are remlickaty 
regular. / Very ſoon after day-break they 
take their breakfaſt, which is generally a 
compoſition of flour and water boiled thin, 
together with an herb which gives it a 
yellow tinge. The male part of the family 
eat in one apartment, and the female in 
another. The children are not permitted 
to eat with their parents, but take their 
meals afterwards with the ſervants; indeed 
in moſt other reſpects they are treated ex- 
actly as ſervants or ſlaves by their parents. 
The meſs is put into an earthen bowl, and 
brought in upon a round wooden tray. It 
is placed in the centre of the gueſts, who ſit 
croſs- legged either on a mat or on the floor, 
and who form a circle for the purpoſe. 
Having previouſly waſhed themſelves, a 
ceremony always performed before and after 
meals, each perſon with his ſpoon attacks 
vigorouſly the bowl, while they diverſity 
| the 
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the entertainment by eating with it fruit 
or bread. At twelve o'clock they dine, per- 
forming the ſame ceremonies as at break- 
faſt. For dinner, from the emperor down to 


the peaſant, their diſh is univerſally cusco- 
soo, the mode of preparing which has 
been already deſcribed. I believe I have 


intimated more than once that neither 
chairs, tables, knives or forks, are made uſe 
of in this country. The dith is therefore 
brought in upon a round tray and placed 
on the floor, round which the family fit as 
at breakfaſt, and with their fingers com- 
mit a violent aſſault on its contents; they 
are at the ſame time, however, attended by 
a flave or domeſtic, who prefents them with 
water and a towel occaſionally to waſh their 
hands. From the want of the ſimple and 
convenient invention of knives and forks, 
it is not uncommon in this country to ſee 
three or four people pulling to pieces the 
fame piece of meat, and afterwards with 
their fingers ſtirring up the paſte or cusco- 


soo, of which they often take a whole 


handful at once into their mouth. Their 
manner of eating indeed was to me ſo diſ- 


7 | guſting, 
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guſting, that though cuscosoo is in reality 
a very good diſh, yet it required ſome time 
to get rid of my prejudice ſo far as to be 
induced to relith it. At ſun-fet they ſup 
upon the ſame dith, and indeed ſupper is 

their principal meal. | 
Zauch is the general mode of living among 
the principal people in towns. There are 
confiderable multitudes, however, who do 
not fare ſo well, but are obliged to content 
themſelves with a little bread and fruit 
inſtead of animal food, and to ſleep in the 
open ſtreets. This kind of exiſtence ſeems 
ill calculated to endure. even in an inactive 
ſtate; far more ſevere muſt it therefore be 
to thoſe who exeroiſe the laborious em- 
ployment of couriers in this country, who 
travel on foot a journey of three or four 
hundred miles, at the rate of between thirty 
and forty miles a day, without taking any 
other nouriſhment than a little bread, a 
few figs, and ſome water, and who have no 
better ſhelter at night than a tree. It is 
wonderful with what alacrity and perſe- 
verance theſe people perform the moſt fa- 
tiguing v iI at all ſeaſons of the year. 
There 
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There is a regular company 'of 'them in 
every town, who are ready to be diſpatched 
at a moment's warning to any part of the 
country' their employers may have occaſion 
to ſend them. They conſtitute in this em- 
pire the only mode of conveyance for all 
public and private diſpatches; and as they 
are well known in the place to which they 
belong, they are very punctual in delivering 
every thing that is put into their hands. 
From their ſteady pace in travelling, at the 
rate of about four miles an hour, and from 
their being able to paſs over parts which 
from the mountainous ſtate of the country, 
and from the want of good roads, perſons. 
on horſeback would find inaccefſible, they 
are indeed by far the moſt expeditious 
meſſengers that could be employed. As a 
proof of the amazing exertions of which 
they are capable, I need only mention, that 
there have been repeated inſtances of a cou- 
Tier proceeding from Morocco to TAN- 
GIER, which is a journey of about three 
hundred and thirty miles, in fix days. 
As none but the very vulgar go on foot 
in this country; for the purpoſe of viſiting, 
mules 
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' mules are conſidered as more genteel than 
horſes ; and the greateſt pride of a Moor 
is to _ ſuch as walk remarkably faſt, and 
keep his footmen, of which the number is 
proportionable to the rank and conſequence 
of the maſter, on a continued run. 

As the Moors are not fond of admitting 
men into their houſes, except upon particu- 
lar occaſions, if the weather is fine they 
place a mat, and ſometimes a carpet, on the 
ground before their door, feat themſelves 
upon it croſs-legged, and receive their friends, 
who form a circle, fitting in the fame man- 
ner, with their attendants on the outſide of 
the groupe. Upon theſe occaſions they 
either drink tea, or ſmoke and converſe. 
The ftreets are ſometimes crowded with 
parties of this kind; ſome engaged in play- 
ing at an inferior kind of cheſs or drafts, at 
which they are very expert ; but the majo- 
rity in converſation. The people of this 
country, indeed, are ſo decidedly averſe to 
{ſtanding up, or walking about, that if only 
two or three people meet, they ſquat them- 
ſelves down in the firſt clean place they can 
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find, if the eonvertiont is to hold but for 2 
few minutes. 
At Mokocco, when I viſited Morne 


Ovss1NE, one of the late emperor's ſons, I 


was always received in the manner which I 
have now deſcribed. I found him fitting 
croſs-legged on a common mat, in the ſame 
open place where his horſes were kept, and 

his friends forming a ſemicircle round him. 
I was immediately deſired to form one of 
the groupe, and was helped to tea upon the 
occaſion. In the courſe of our converſa- 
tion, the prince told me, that the Chriſ- 


tians and Moors were brothers; that the 


Engliſh were very good men; but that he 
had a particular averſion to the friars, for 
they were a determined ſet of knaves, 
and were neither friends to Chriſtians nor 


Moors. 


J found this prince a handſome young 
man, of about the age of fix-and-twenty, 


of rather a dark complexion, but accompa- 


nied with an open and generous counte- 
nance. He had been a few years ago ap- 
pointed to the government of TAFILET, 

where 
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where he ſo far gained the affections of the 
people under his government, that they pro- 
claimed him king; and he for ſome time 
governed with all the independent authority 
of a ſovereign. This circumſtance obliged 
the emperor to diſpatch an army againſt 
him, upon the arrival of which he imme- 
diately ſurrendered, and was brought to 
Morocco, where he was deprived of all 
his property, as well as his power; and 
when I was in the country he lived in a 
very retired manner indeed. When at TA 
FILET, he had the character of acting very 
liberally towards every perſon with whom 
he was connected; at Morocco he mani- 
feſted ſome proofs of the fame diſpoſition to- 
wards me : merely for a trifling attention 
which I ſhewed to his favourite black, he 
preſented me with a horſe, that proved as 
good as any of which I had poſſeſhon while 
in the country. 

The only vice to which this young man 
was addicted was that of drinking to a very 
great exceſs. In this reſpect, however, he 
was not more culpable than all the reſt of his 
royal-brothers. He told me, that if he did 
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not daily take before dinner fix tumblers of 
aquadent, a ſpecies of brandy ſomething 
weaker than ſpirits of wine, he would not 
be able to hold up his head the remainder 
of the day. He wiſhed to know if this 
cuſtom was bad for his health; and if fo, 
what I would adviſe him t | 
mended to him the diſuſe of ſpirits, and to 
he 
might either procure from the European 
merchants at MoGopoRE, or he might ufe 
the wine which was made by the Jews. 


This advice, however, the prince obſerved 


he could not follow, ſince the Mahometan 
law more particularly forbade the uſe of 


wine, than that of ſpirits. "This, I replied, 
might be true, in the ſtrict letter of the law; 


but when wine was uſed as a medicine, it 
became no longer wine. This 1dea I found 
ſatisfied the ſcruples of the prince, and he 


I] was afterwards ſent for to MuLty 
SLEMMA, another of the late emperor's 
ſons, who, with the reigning emperor, are 
the offspring of a woman whoſe parents 
were Engliſh, This prince, who is about 
thirty- 
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thirty-eight years of age, and of a tall and 
majeſtic appearance, with a very expreflive 
and lively countenance, ſhewed me uncom- 
mon attention the whole time I was at Mo- 
Rocco. His pavillion, where he received 
{trangers, and tranſacted buſineſs, was ſitu- 
ated at the extremity of a long walk, in a 
garden of orange-trees. It conſiſted of one 
large room on the ground floor, fitted up in 
the ſame ſtile as that of MuLEY ABSULEM 
at TARUDANT. The prince was fitting 
croſs-legged on a large mattreſs, covered 
with fine white linen, and placed on the 
floor fronting the door- way, with his 
Mooriſh viſitors on each fide of him, 


forming a ſemi-circle, Upon my firſt intro- . 


duction he expreſſed uncommon pleaſure at 
ſeeing me, exclaiming, Bono, Bono Anglaiſe! 
and added, that the Engliſh were his brothers 
and beſt friends. I was then directed to 
feel his pulſe, and to inform him whether 
or not he was in health; as ſoon as I aſ- 


ſured him he was perfectly well, he deſired 
me to be ſeated on a narrow carpet, which 


was placed on the floor for the purpole, 
and he then ordered one of his pages to 
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bring in tea, though ſo late as twelve 
o'clock at noon. Out of compliment to me, 


for the Moors ſeldom ule it, the prince ſent 


for milk, and faid, as he knew the Engliſh 
always drank it with their tea, he would 
preſent me with a milch cow, that I might 
enjoy the cuſtom of my own country. 


This promiſe, however, entirely eſcaped his 


royal highneſs's memory, and the co never 
made her appearance. 

In the courſe of our converſation, the 
prince manifeſted many indications of good 
nature and addreſs; told me, that whilſt he 
was on his trayels in Turkey, he had been 
conducted from one port to another in the 
Mediterranean by an Engliſh frigate, the 


captain of which ſhewed him ſo much at- 


tention, that he ſhould always bear it in 
remembrance. As ſoon as the ceremony of 
tea was concluded, the prince ordered out 
his horſe, which was a very beautiful 
young animal, with a ſaddle ornamented 
with a rich velvet cover, and gold ſtirrups. 
He then mounted him, and went through 


all the manceuvres of managing a horſe with 


which . the Moors are acquainted, ſuch as 
Hunting | 


%. 
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putting him upon the full ſpeed, and ſtop- 
ping him inſtantaneoully, riſing up on the 
faddle and firing a muſket when the horſe 
is on the full gallop, &c. in the perfor- 
mance of all which exerciſes he ſeemed 
very dexterous. The prince then aſked me 
if we could do ſuch things in England ; and 
without waiting for a reply, ordered one of 
his attendants to catch a ſheep out of his 
grounds, and take it home to my lodgings, 
He ſaid, that as he always was fond of ſee- 
.ing his brothers the Engliſh, he wiſhed I 
would viſit him twice a day during my con- 
tinuance at Morocco, and then gallopped 

off. But to return to my obſervations. 
The manner of falutation among the 
Moors is, when two equals meet, by a quick 
motion they ſhake hands, and afterwards 
kiſs each other's hand. When an inferior 
meets a ſuperior, ſuch as an officer of rank, 
a judge, or a governor, he kiſſes that part 
of his HAICK which covers the arm, and 
ſometimes, as a higher mark of reſpect, he 
will kiſs his feet. But the compliment 
due to the emperor, or any of the princes 
of the blood, is to take off the cap or tur- 
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ban, dh to proſtrate the head to the groind; 
When two particular friends or relations 
meet, they anxiouſly embrace and kiſs each 
other's faces and beards for a few minutes, 
make a number of enquiries about the health 
of each party, as well as that of their fami- 
lies, but ſeldom allow time for a reply. 
The common topics for converſation 


among theſe people, are the occurrences of 


the place, religion, their women, and their 
horſes. As curioſity is a quality which 


naturally attaches to all indolent people, it 


may eaſily be conjectured that the Moors 
are not deficient in this reſpect. It is in- 
credible with what avidity they lay hold of 
any trifling circumſtance which may occur 
in the neighbourhood ; what pleaſure and 


what pride they ſeem to take in communi- 
cating it; nor are they deficient in the arts 
of magnifying or adorning the tale with 


every addition which may ſerve to render 
it more palatable, or give it a greater ap- 
pearance of plauſibility, 

Religion is alſo a favourite topic; but 
this ſubject is confined principally to thoſe 


ſocieties which are frequented by their 


TALBS, 
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TALBS, or men of letters. As theſe gentle- 
men, however, are not a little proud of 
their acquirements in reading and writing, 
they do not fail to embrace every oppor- 
tunity of manifeſting their ſuperiority over 
thoſe who are not ſo happy as to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed by thoſe accompliſhments. _ 

Decency of manners and delicacy in con- 
verſation are among the moſt certain marks 
of refinement and civilization, and the con- 
trary vices are equally univerſal characte- 
riſtics of ignorance and barbariſm. The 
converſation of the Moors concerning their 
women is of the moſt trifling and diſ- 
guſting deſcription, and conſiſts of abſurd 
and vulgar obſervations, equally repugnant 
to decency and common ſenſe. 

The ſubje&, however, on which, like our 
young men of faſhion in England, they ap- 
pear molt calculated to ſhine, is their horſes. 
It would indeed be truly diſgraceful not to 
be accomplithed upon this topic, ſince it 
appears to occupy, both day and night, by 
far the greateſt portion of their attention. 
I have formerly intimated that theſe animals 
are ſeldom kept in ſtables in Morocco. 
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They are watered-and fed only. once a day, 
the former at one. o'clock at noon, and the 
latter at ſun- ſet; and the only mode which 
they uſe to clean them, is by waſhing them 
all over in a river two or three times a 
week, and ſuffering them to a them- 
ſelves. 

Notwithſtanding the attachment which 
the Moors manifeſt to their horſes, they 
moſt certainly uſe them with great cruelty, 
Their higheſt pleaſure, and one of their 
firſt accompliſhments, is, by means of long 
and ſharp ſpurs to make the horſe go full 
ſpeed, and then to ſtop him inſtantaneouſly: 
and in this they certainly manifeſt uncom- 
mon dexterity, The iron-work of their 
bridles is fo conſtructed that by its preſſure 
on the horſe's tongue and lower jaw, with 
the leaſt exertion of the rider, it fills his 
mouth full of blood, and if not uſed with 
the utmoſt caution throws him inevitably 
on his back. The bridle has only a ſingle 
rein, which is ſo very long that it ſerves 
the purpoſe of both whip and bridle. The 
| Mooriſh ſaddle is in ſome degree fimilar 
to the 3 but the pummel is ſtill 

X higher 
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higher and more peaked. Their ſtirrups, 
in which they ride very ſhort, are ſo formed 
as to coyer the whole of the foot. They 
either plate or gild them, according to the 
dignity, opulence, or fancy of the poſſeſſor. 
Their ſaddles, which are covered with red 
woollen cloth, or, if belonging to a perſon 
of conſequence, with red ſatin or damaſk, 
are faſtened with one ſtrong girt round the 
body, in the European ſtyle, and another 
round the ſhoulders. | 

The Moors frequently amuſe themſelves 
by riding with the utmoſt apparent violence 
againſt a wall; and a ſtranger would con- 
ceive it impoſſible for them to avoid being 
daſhed to pieces, when juſt as the horſe's 
head touches the wall, they ſtop him with 
the utmoſt accuracy. To ſtrangers on 
horſeback or on foot it is alſo a common 
ſpecies of compliment to ride violently up 
to them, as if intending to trample them to 
pieces, and then to ſtop their horſes ſhort 
and fire a muſquet in their faces. This 
compliment I have experienced, and could 


very well have ee with their polite- 
neſs. 


There 
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There is another favourite amuſement, 
which diſplays perhaps ſuperior agility:— 
A number of perſons on horſeback ſtart 
at the ſame moment, and accompanied 
with loud ſhouts, gallop at full ſpeed to an 
appointed ſpot, when they ſtand up ſtrait 

in the ſtirrups, put the rein, which I have 
juſt obſerved is very long, in their mouths, 
level their pieces and fire them off; throw 
their firelocks immediately over their right 
ſhoulders, and ſtop their horſes nearly at the 
ſame inſtant. This I am told is their man- 
ner of engaging in an action. 

Though I am willing to allow the Moors 
the merit of ſitting a horſe well, and, as far 
as is neceſſary for the above-mentioned exer- 
Cite, of having a great command over him, 
yet their horſes are ill-bred, and they entirely 
neglect to teach them thoſe paces which in 
Europe are conſidered as the moſt agreeable 


for the common purpoſes of riding. As none 


of theſe animals in Morocco are geldings, 


and as the Moors are unacquainted with 


the uſe of the ring, they are obliged to 
break them in when very young by taking 
them long and fatiguing iournies, particu- 
larly over the mountainous and rocky part 


of 
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of the country, where they ſoon reduce their 
ſpirit; they then take the opportunity of 
teaching them to rear up, ſtand fire, gallop, 
and ſtop ſhort in the manner already re- 
lated, and having accompliſhed this they 


are fatisfied without any further qualifica- 


tion. For this reaſon a Barbary horſe ſel- 


dom can perform any other pace than. a full 


gallop or a walk ; and from being broken 
in and worked hard before they have ac- 
quired their full ſtrength, theſe horſes in a 


very few years become unfit for ſervice. 


i he Moors ſeldom ride the mares, but 


keep them in the country for breeding ; 
and, contrary to the general opinion in Eu- 
rope, they conſider them ſo much more 
valuable than horſes, that they are never 
permitted to be exported. | 7 

Like all barbarous nations, the Moors are 
paſſionately fond of muſic, and ſome few 
have a taſte for poetry. Their flow airs, 
for want of that variety which is introduced 
when the ſcience has attained a degree of 
perfection, have a very melancholy ſameneſs; 
but ſome of their quick tunes are beautiful 
and ſimple, and partake in ſome degree of 
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encouragement from the Moors, 


318 A TOUR TO MOROCCO, e 


the characteriſtic melody of the Scotch airs: 


The poetry of their ſongs, the conſtant ſub- 


ject of which is love, though there are few 
nations perhaps who are leſs ſenſible of that 
paſſion, has I. leſs merit than the 
muſic. N 
Their inſtruments are a kind of Wa 
whiole differs from ours only in having no 
keys; the mandoline, which they have learnt 
to play upon from their neighbours the 
Spaniards; another inſtrument, bearing ſome 
reſemblance to a violin, and played upon in 
a ſimilar manner, but with only two ſtrings; 
the large drum, the common pipe, and the 
tabor. Theſe united, and accompanied with 


a certain number of voices, upon many oc- 


cafions form a band, though ſolo muſic is 
more common in this unſocial country. | 
Upon all days of rejoicing, this kind of 
muſic, repeated vollies of muſquetry, either 
by men on horſeback. or on foot, and in the 
evening a grand attack upon the Cuscosou, 
conſtitute the principal part of the public 


_ entertainments. Mountebanks and jugglers 


alſo of every deſcription meet with great 


In 


\- 
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In moſt of the towns there are regular 
ſchools, where thoſe children whoſe parents 


have the means of doing it, and have ſenſe 
enough to ſend them (which indeed are but 


few in proportion to the whole) are in- 
ſtructed by the TAL 3s in reading and writ- 
ing, and ſometimes in the firſt rules of 
arithmetic. The greater part of the peo- 
ple, however, learn very little more than to 
read a few prayers ſelected from the Koran, 


which are in common uſe, and are written 


in Arabic characters, on paper which is paſt- 
ed on a board. ED 5 
To ſpeak particularly on the religion of 


the Moors would require a volume, and 
ſuch a volume as would certainly be- more 
extenſive than entertaining. It is well 


known they profeſs the Mahometan faith, 
and J may add, that they attend very rigidly 
to all the bigotry and ſuperſtition which is 
peculiar to that religion. | 


Since every ſtranger who enters a moſque 


is either put to death or is obliged to con- 


form to their religion, a very exact account 


of their places of worſhip is not to be ex- 
pected from an European. The obſerva- 
tions 
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tions I made en paſſant, the doors, which 
are very large, being in the day-time always 
open, I ſhall endeavour to relate. 
The moſque is uſually a large tes 
building, compoſed of the fame materials 
as the houſes, conſiſting of broad and lofty 
piazzas, opening into a ſquare court, in a 
manner in ſome degree ſimilar to the Royal 
Exchange of London. In the centre of 
the court is a large fountain, and a ſmall 
ſtream ſurrounds the piazzas, where the 
Moors perform the ceremony of ablution. 
The court and piazzas are floored with blue 
and white checquered tiling, and the latter 
are covered with matting, upon which the 
Moors kneel while repeating their prayers. 
In the moſt conſpicuous part of the moſque, 
fronting the Eaſt, ſtands a kind of pul- 
pit, where the TAL B or prieſt occaſionally 
preaches. The Moors always enter this 
place of worſhip barefooted, leaving their 
ſlippers at the door. On the top of the 
moſque is a ſquare ſteeple with a flag-ſtaff, 
whither at ſtated hours the TALB aſcends, 
hoiſts a white flag, and calls the people to 
Prayers, for they have no bells. From this 
high | 


* 
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high ſituation the voice is heard at a con- 
ſiderable diftance, and the TALBs have a 
monotonous mode of enunciation, the voice 
ſinking at the end of every ſhort ſentence, 
which in ſome meaſure reſembles the ſound 
of a bell. - 

The moment the flag is diſplayed every 
perſon forſakes his employment, and goes to 
prayers. If they are near a moſque, they 
perform their devotions within it, otherwiſe 
immediately on the ſpot where they happen 
to be, and always with their faces towards 


the Eaſt, in honour of the prophet Maho- 


met, who it is well known was buried at 
Medina. The prayer which is generally 
repeated on theſe occaſions is a chapter 
from the Koran, acknowledging the good- 
neſs of God and Mahomet; and it is ac- 
companied with various geſtures, ſuch as 


lifting the hands above the head, bowing 


twice, performing two genuflexions, bowing 


again twice, and kiſſing the ground. The 

whole of this ceremony they. repeat three 

times. ; ES 

Their ſabbath is on our Friday, and com- 

mences from ſix o'clock the preceding 
| 5 Y evening. 
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evening. On this day they uſe a blue flag 
inſtead of the white one. As it has been 
propheſied that they are to be conquered 
by the Chriſtians on the ſabbath- day, the 
gates of all the towns and of the emperor's 
palaces are ſhut when at divine ſervice on 
that day, in order to*avoid being ſurpriſed 
during that period. Their TALBS are not 
diſtinguiſhed by any particular dreſs. 

The Moors have three ſolemn devotional 
periods in the courſe of the year. The 
firſt, which is named Alp DE CABIER, is 
held in commemoration of the birth of 
Mahomet. It continues ſeven days, during 
which period every perſon who can afford 
the expence kills a ſheep as a ſacrifice, and 
divides it among his friends. The ſecond is 
the RAMA DAM. This is held at the ſeaſon 
when Mahomet diſappeared in his flight 
from Mecca to MrDIN A. Every man is 
obliged at that period to faſt (that is, to ab- 
ſtain from animal food from ſun-riſe to ſun- 
ſet each day) for thirty days; at the expira- 
tion of which time a feaſt takes place, and 
continues a week. The third is named 
LLASHORE, and is a day ſet apart by Ma- 

| homet 


cf 
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homet for every perſon to compute the 
value of his property, in order for the pay- 
ment of Z AK Ar, that is, one tenth of their 
income to the poor, and other pious uſes. 
Although this feaſt only laſts a ſingle day, 


yet it is celebrated with far greater magni- 


ficence than either of the others. 


The Moors compute time by lunar 


months, and count the days of the week by 
the firſt, ſecond, third, &c. beginning from 
our Sunday. They uſe a common reed for 
writing, and begin their manuſcripts from 
right to left. 


The Moors marry very young, many of 


their females not being more than twelve 
years of age at their nuptials. As Maho- 
metans, it is well known that their religion 
admits of polygamy to the extent of four 
wives, and as many concubines as they 
pleaſe; but if we except the very opulent, 
the people. ſeldom avail themſelves of this 
indulgence, ſince it entails on them a vaſt 
additional expence in houſe-keeping, and in 
providing for a large family. Whatever 
inſtitution is contrary to truth and ſound 
morality will in practice refute itſelf; nor 
is any further argument than this ſingle 

do obſervation 
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obſervation wanting to anſwer all the ab- 
ſurdities which have been advanced in fa- 
vour of a plurality of wives. In contract- 
ing marriage the parents of both parties 
are the only agents, and the intended bride 
and bridegroom never ſee each other till 
the ceremony is performed. The marriage 
ſettlements are made before the CA bl, and 

then the friends of the bride produce her 
portion, or if not, the huſband agrees to 
ſettle a certain ſum upon her, in caſe he 
ſhould die, or divorce her on account of 
barrenneſs, or any other cauſe. The chil- 
dren of the wives have all an equal claim 
to the effects of the father and mother, but 
thoſe of the concubines can each only claim 
half a ſhare. 

When the marriage is finally agreed 
upon, the bride is kept at home eight rs; 
to receive her female friends, who pay con- 
gratulatory viſits every day. At the fame 
time a TALB attends upon her, to converſe 

with her relative to the ſolemn engagement 
- on which ſhe is about to enter; on theſe 
occaſions he commonly accompanies his 


admonitions with finging a pious hymn, 
Y : which 


/® 
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which is adapted to the ſolemnity. The 
bride alſo with her near relations go through 
the ceremony of being painted afreſh ; the 
nature of which cuſtom I ſhall deſcribe 
when I ſpeak of the harem. 
During this proceſs the bridegroom on 
the other hand receives viſits from his male 
friends in the morning, and in the evening 
rides through the town accompanied by 
them, ſome playing on hautboys and drums, 
while others are employed in firing vollies 
of muſquetry. In all their feſtivals the 
diſcharge of muſquetry indeed forms a prin- 
cipal part of the entertainment. Contrary 
to the European mode, which particularly 
aims at firing with exactneſs, the Moors 
diſcharge their pieces as irregularly as poſ- 
fible, ſo as to have a continual ſucceſſion of 
reports for a few minutes. 

On the day of marriage, the bride in the 
evening is put into a ſquare or octagonal 
cage, about twelve feet in circumference, 
which is covered with fine white linen, 
and ſometimes with gauzes and filks of 
various colours. In this vehicle, which is 
placed on a mule, ſhe is paraded round the 

E-3 ſtreets, 
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ſtreets, accompanied by her relations and 
friends, ſome carrying lighted torches, 
others playing on the hautboys, and a third 
party again firing vollies of muſquetry. 

In this manner ſhe is carried to the houſe 
of her intended huſband, who returns about 
the ſame time from performing ſimilar cere- 

monies. - On her arrival ſhe is placed in 

an apartment by herſelf, and her huſband is 
introduced to her alone for the firſt time, 
who finds her ſitting on a ſilk or velvet 
_ cuſhion, ſuppoſing her to be a perſon of 
conſequence, with a ſmall table before her, 
upon which are two wax candles lighted. 
Her ſhift, or more properly ſhirt, hangs 
down like a train behind her, and over it is 
a filk or velvet robe with cloſe ſleeves, 
which at the breaſt and wriſts is em- 
broidered with gold; this dreſs reaches 
ſomething lower than the calf of the leg. 
Round her head is tied a black filk ſcarf, 
which hangs behind as low as the ground. 
Thus attired, the bride fits with her hands 
over her eyes, when her huſband appears 
and receives her as his wife, without any 
X | further 
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further ceremony *: for the agreement made 
by the friends before the Cap! is the only 
ſpecific contract which is | thought neceſ- 


ary. 
If the huſband ſhould have any reaſon to 


ſuſpeCt that his wife has not been ſtrictly 
virtuous, he is at liberty to divorce her and 


take another. For ſome time after mar- 
riage the family and friends are engaged in 
much feaſting and a variety of amuſements, 
which laſt a longer or ſhorter time, accord- 
ing to the circumſtances of the parties. It 


is uſually cuſtomary for the man to remain 


at home eight days and the woman eight 
months after they are firſt married; and the 
woman is at liberty to divorce herſelf from 
her huſband if ſhe can prove that he does 
not provide her with a proper ſubſiſtence. 
If he curſes her, the law obliges him to pay 


her, for the firſt offence, eight ducats ; for 


the ſecond, a rich dreſs of ſtill greater value; 
and the third time ſhe may leave him en- 


Interim duz miniſtræ negrz exſpectant foris, ut notitiam 
habeant conſummationis; quod cum pro certo cognoverint, 
cantus buccinarum, & bombardarum emiſſio factum an- 
nuncĩant. | 
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tirely. He i is then at liberty to marry again 
in two months. 


Women ſuffer but liede.; inconvenience in 


this country from child-bearing ; they are 


frequently up the next day, and go through 
all the duties of the houſe with the infant 


pon their backs. They do not adopt the 
thod of teaching their children to walk 
which is cuſtomary in Europe, but when 


they are twelve months old they put them 
on the floor, where from firſt crawling they 


naturally in a ſhort time acquire the habit 
of walking, and as ſoon as they can be made 
in the leaſt degree uſeful, they are put to 
the various kinds of labour adapted to their 
age and ſtrength. Others, whoſe parents 
are in better circumſtances, are, as I before 
obſerved, ſometimes ſent to ſchool; and thoſe 
who are intended for the church uſually 
continue their ſtudies till they have nearly 
| learnt the Koran by rote. In that caſe 
they are enrolled among the TALBs or 
learned men of the law; and upon leaving 
ſchool are paraded round the ſtreets on a 
horſe, accompanied by muſic and 2 large 
concourſe of people: 


30: 


In celebrating the rite of circumciſion, 
the child is dreſſed very ſumptuouſly, and 
carried on a mule, or, if the parents are in 
poor circumſtances, on an aſs, accompanied 
with flags flying and muſicians playing on 
hautboys and beating drums. In this man- 

ner they proceed to the moſque, where the 

ceremony is performed. 

When any perſon dies, a certain number 
of women are hired for the purpoſe. of 
lamentation, in the performance of which 
nothing can be more grating to the ear, or 
more unpleaſant, than their frightful moans 
or rather howlings: at the ſame time theſe 
mercenary mourners beat their heads and 
breaſts, and tear their cheeks with their 
nails. The bodies are uſually buried a few 
hours after death. Previous to interment 
the corpſe is waſhed very clean, and ſewed 
up in a ſhroud, with the right hand under 
the head, which is pointed towards Mo- 
CA; it is carried on a bier ſupported upon 
men's ſhoulders to the burying-place, which 
is always, with great propriety, on the out- 
ſide of the town, for they never bury their 
dead in the moſques or within the bounds 

of 
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of an inhabited place. The bier is ac- 
-companied by numbers of people, two a- 
breaſt, who walk very faſt, calling upon 
God and Mahomet, and ſinging hymns 
adapted to the occaſion. The grave is made 
very wide at the bottom, and narrow at the 
top, and the body is depoſited without any 
other ceremony than ſinging and praying 
in the ſame manner as on their way to the 
grave. 
They have no tombs in this country, but 
long and plain ſtones; and it is frequently 
cuſtomary for the female friends of the de- 


parted to weep over their graves for * 
days after their funeral. 


When a woman lofes her huſband ſhe e 
mourns four months and eight days, during 
which period ſhe is to wear no ſilver or 
gold; and if ſhe happens to be pregnant, 
ſhe is to mourn till ſhe is brought to bed. 
For the above time the relations of her 
late huſband are obliged to ſupport her. 
I conld not learn that any mourning was 
due from the huſband for the loſs of his 
wife; but it is cuſtomary, particularly among 
the great people, for a ſon to mourn for 


his 
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his father by not ſhaving his head or any 
part of his beard, and by not cutting his 
nails for a certain period. 

When a Jew or a Chriſtian is converted 
to the Mahometan faith, he is immediately 
dreſſed in a Moorith habit, and paraded 
round the ſtreets on horſeback; accom- 
panied with muſic and a great concourſe 
of people. He then chuſes himſelf a a 
Mooriſh name, and fixes on a perſon who 
adopts him as a child, and is ever afterwards 
called his father. This adoption, however, 
is only nominal, for he is by no means 
bound to ſupport him. The new convert is 
not allowed to marry any other woman 1 
than a Negro, or the daughter of a rene- e 
gado; and his deſcendants are not con- 1 
ſidered as genuine Moors till the fourth 


generation. 
The renegadoes in the empire of Mo- r 
Rocco are principally Spaniards, though | "51, 


there are ſome few of other nations in the 
country, who have deſerted from Ceuta or 7598 
Spain, to avoid the hand of juſtice for fome 
capital crime or miſdemeanor—commonly, . = 
indeed, murder. It met with many of theſe 

people 
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people at Morocco, who frankly acknow- 
ledged to me that murder had been the 
cauſe of their deſertion. Though the em- 
peror may for various reaſons find it con- 
venient to countenance renegadoes, yet the 
Moors in general ſo thoroughly deteſt them, 
| that they cannot be induced upon any terms 
to allow them to form a part of their ſo- 
ciety. | | 

I cannot better conclude this ſection than 
by ſubmitting to the reader the following 
account of the caravans to Mecca and 
GviNEA, which I received from a gentle- 
man reſident in Barbary, on whole veracity 
I could place the utmoſt confidence. 

Seven months before the feaſt Al D DE 
CABIER, or the commemoration of the 
birth of Mahomet, pilgrims from every 
quarter aſſemble at Fxz, in order to join 
the caravan which at that ſeaſon proceeds 
for Mgcca. They are compoſed of three 
claſſes of people.—Firſt, The mountaineers, 
named BREBESH: Secondly, The Mooriſh 
merchants : and, Thirdly, Perſons in pub- 
lic employments, or who are engaged about 
the court of the emperor. Thus religion 

and 
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and intereſt conſpire to draw together a 
large and motley groupe, and to induce them 
to undertake a Journey which 1s as fatiguing 
and dangerous as it is expenſive. 

The firſt claſs are not required to aſk 
permiſſion to join the caravan. The ſecond 
are obliged to preſent themſelves to their 
reſpective governors, as well to avoid the 
inconveniences of debts on their own ac- 
count, as on that of their families, who 
might be ſubje& to be moleſted by credi- 
tors during their abſence. If a merchant 
has the leaſt connexion with the court, it 
is expected that he alſo preſent himſelf to 
the emperor, who, as he feels diſpoſed, 
grants or refuſes him permiſſion to enter 
upon the journey. Thoſe of the third claſs 
muſt have an expreſs permiſſion from the 
emperor, who never allows any to go whoſe 
circumſtances will not ſufficiently enable 
them to defray the expences of the pilgri- 
mage. 

As there are two modes of performing 
this pilgrimage, by ſea and by land, thoſe 
who prefer the former are ſubjected to an 
examination by the governor of the port 

whence 
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whence they embark, to ſee that they pay 

the freight of the veſſel, and to inform him- 
ſelf whether they have ſufficient means to 
go and return from this ſacred object of 
Mahometan devotion, without being under 
the neceſſity of borrowing, or being ſuſ- 
pected of uſing any baſe and diſhonourable 
means of obtaining a ſubſiſtence. Thoſe 
' who proceed by land are liable to be ex- 
amined alſo, but not ſo rigorouſly as the 
others, the Shaik of the caravan having the 
power to puniſh thoſe who are —_— of 
any irregularities. 

The place whence the caravan ſets out 
by land, is from Tzza, a town in the pro- 
vince of TEDLA, ſome diſtance to the Eaſt 
of the city of Fez, the latter being the firſt 
place of rendezvous. At_FEez, the moſt 
commercial city in the whole empire, and 
abounding with proviſions of every deſcrip- 
tion, each perſon furniſhes himſelf in the 
beſt manner he is able, according to his 
rank and circumſtances, with a ſufficient 
ſupply to laſt till he reaches TRIPoOLI or 
Dont at aft, 

This grand caravan is always accom- 


panied 
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panied by many others, of which one goes 
to ALGIERS, another to Tus, and a third 
to GRAND Cairo, &c. Thoſe perſons 
who go to ALGIERs and Tunis are not 
under the neceſſity of aſking permiſſion, as 
they are perſons who are accuſtomed to 
carry on a trade with thoſe two places; 
whence they return with a quantity of their 
reſpective manufactures. The caps of Tu- 
vis are of great uſe in the empire of Mo- 
ROCCO, and their filks alſo ſell at a very 
good price, though upon the whole thoſe 
of ALGIERS are preferable for the girdles 
uſed by the Moors, curtains, women's dreſs, 


and furniture for beds and rooms. The 


manufactures indeed of both ALGIERS and 
Touris are brought to a greater perfection 
than thoſe of Mo Rocco. The merchants 
who go upon theſe expeditions. carry with 
them ready money, HAICKsS, and lippers, 
which are the manufactures of Morocco, 
and diſpoſe of the two laſt articles to the 
Arabs and inhabitants of the towns in the 
neighbourhood of ALGIERS and TUuNIs, 
who, though they do not wear the HAICK. 

as 
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as 2 part of their dreſs, yet make uſe of 

them for a variety of other purpoſes. * 
Some time within the firſt fifteen days 
of the month JuMETH TENII, every pro- 
per preparation being previouſly made, the 
grand caravan ſets off from Tzza in the 
following order: After having invoked the 
true and fole God, and his prophet. Maho- 
met, to give every benediction to this ſacred 
journey, they all meet near the tent of the 
chief conductor, who is named in Arabic 
Scneck REBECK, and commence their 
devotions to the ſound of clarinets, tam- 
| bours, &c. The unloaded camels and mules 
are then firſt put in motion, attended by 
the cooks, watermen, &c. Next to this 
party follow thoſe who travel on foot, either 
from devotion or neceſſity; to theſe is en- 
truſted the care of the loaded mules and 
camels. And the rear is brought up by 
thoſe who are mounted either on horſes or 
mules. The caravan is put in motion at 
ſun- riſe, ſtops at twelve o'clock at noon to 
dine, and about four in the afternoon the 
people encamp in the ſame manner as they 
did at TEZ A. | 
The 
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The courſe which they take is through 
the interior parts of the country, leaving 
TREM ECIN, ALGIERS, and Tunts to their 
left. Some of them, indeed, make excurſions 
to the two latter places, and afterwards 

join the caravan. By theſe means they are 
enabled both to obtain a freſh ſupply of 

proviſions for themſelves and beaſts, and to 
ſell: to the Arabs, HAI Ek s, flippers, and old 
caps, for which they uſually receive a very 
good price; and the profits enable them 
frequently to make advantageous purchaſes 
at ME CA, ALEXANDRIA, and CAIRO. 
Upon their arrival, after a journey of 
two months and a half, at that part of the 
ſea-coaſt where the tower of SALINES is 
ſituated, and which is about half a day's 
ride from the city of TRIYOLI, they reſt 
themſelves ten days. At this place all the 
pilgrims ſupply themſelves with forty or 
fifty days proviſions, which is generally 
ſufficient to ſupport them to ALEXANDRIA | 
or GRAND CAIRO; and on their return 
they purchaſe in the neighbourhood of 

Tunis and TRIPOLIH a large ſupply of 

mules, frequently giving only twenty- five 
2 hard 


ry _— \ 
9 = , 3 Ms: l 


= 


338 A TOUR TO MOROCCO, E&c. 
hard dollars for what they afterwards ſell 


in Morocco for eighty or an hundred. 
From the tower of SALINEs they con- 
tinue their route as far as ALEXANDRIA. 


and GRAND Cairo, where they: furniſh 


themſelves, in the ſame manner as at TRI 


POLI, with ſufficient proviſions for the re- 
mainder of the journey, which requires 
altogether near ſeven months to accompliſh. 
To thoſe who undertake this journey for 


the purpoſes of trade, it generally anſwers 
extremely well. By purchaſing goods at 


one place, and ſelling them at another, they 
contrive to make upon each ſale a profit of 
ten per cent. 

The Arabs from Fez as far as ALEXAN=- 
DRIA and GRAND Calo, though a rude 


claſs of people, are very warmly attached 


to their religon, and on that account give 
the pilgrims a friendly reception, furniſhing 
them with barley, butter, eggs, mutton, 


beef, &c. From that place, however, to 
Mecca the route is not ſo eaſy, as the 
Arabs, inſtead of the benefactors, frequently 


become the plunderers of theſe hoiy tra- 


vellers. On theſe occaſions they ſpare | 


nothing, 
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nothing, and leave them not ſo much as the 
neceſſaries of life; particularly if they refuſe 
the contributions which they uſually de- 
mand for permitting the caravan to paſs 
peaceably through the country. Within 
the laſt ſeven or eight years this paſſage is 
become more dangerous than ever. The 
banditti now aſſemble in very conſiderable 
bodies in theſe deſerts, and at certain paſles 
the travellers may be aſſailed with great ad- 
vantage. In paſſing the iſthmus of Surz, 
for inſtance, above Alexandria, the caravan 
may be defeated'by an hundred men. Theſe 
robbers, therefore, generally endeavour to 
poſt themſelves in ſuch a manner as to 
attack it in this place. 

Thoſe people who carry on a petty trade 

__ endeavour to convert their little ſtock into 
ready money upon their arrival at MEA; 
where, with the remainder of the caravan, 
and other Mahometan pilgrims, they com- 
memorate by a feaſt the nativity of the 
great prophet Mahomet, when every per- 
ſon is obliged to ſacrifice at leaſt one ſheep. 
It is computed that on this day, which 1s 
the tenth of the moon DAT AJA, above 
. two 
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two millions of ſheep are laughtered. at 
Mecca. | 

After the performange of this ſolemn. rite. 
the majority of the travellers employ them- 
ſelves in laying out their money to the beſt 
advantage. Some purchaſe muſlins, Levant 
ſilks, &c.; others eſſence of roſes, amber, 
muſk, Perſian ſilks, &c.; while another part 
of them ſave their money to lay it out at 
GRAND CAIRO, where they purchaſe a 
good ſtock of raw filk, cottons, and manu- 
factured filks of different kinds. In this 
City, indeed, every article may be had at 
nearly the ſame price as at MEcca. On 
the whole, we may aflert, at a moderate 
computation, that the value of the articles 
contained in one of theſe caravans, joined 
with the ready money, amounts to two 
millions of hard dollars. a | 

Thoſe perſons who proceed by ſea join 
the caravan after diſembarking at ALEX= 
ANPRIA, and paying the freight of the 
veſſel in which they ſet fail. On their re- 
turn alſo conſiderable numbers embark at 
ALEXANDRIA, and land at TETUAN or 
TANOGIER, wens they depart for their 
* "os 9 
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reſpective homes, and fell the commodities 
they bring with them for perhaps a third 
more than their original price. Others 
continue their journey by land, and add to 
the riches brought from the Levant the 
merchandizes of Tunis and ALGIERs, 
which are held in great eſteem throughout 
the empire of Morocco. By theſe means 
they double the capital they provided them- 
ſelves with at firſt ſetting out. 
It would be no very difficult matter for 
a Chriſtian to join one of theſe caravans, 
provided he obtained: the recommendation 
and expreſs permiſſion of his Mooriſh ma- 
jeſty, or the sHAIK of the caravan, who 
would take him under his protection. This 
obſtacle would be ſtill further removed, if 
the Chriſtian would -conſent to wear the 
Turkiſh habit, or dreſs himſelf in the man- 
ner they are obliged to adopt at GRAND 
Cairo. By theſe means he would obviate 
every inconvenience to which the European 
dreſs ſubjects a traveller, both with reſpect 
to the wild Arabs, and to the weak and 
illiberal people of the caravan. As the 
Caravan, however, does not go far into the 
I 3 interior 
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interior parts of the country, the object of 
diſcovery would hardly be ſufficient ta 
counterbalance the fatigues and dangers of 
of the expedition. „ 
There are no caravans which go directly 
into the interior parts of the country. It 
would, in fact, be as dangerous for a Ma- 
hometan as for a Chriſtian to penetrate an 
hundred leagues beyond the known limits 
of the empire of MoRocco, as the inhabi- 
tants of theſe parts are ſavage, avaricious, 
and capable of committing any crime for 
a very trifling emolument. A fatal proof 
of the cruelty of theſe Arabs occurred in 
the year 1786, when forty pilgrims, on 
their return from Mecca, were maſlacred. 
Theſe people demanded hoſpitality from the 
mountaineers of ZAMOR, near MEQUINEZ, 
for only one night; but as they brought 
ſome valuable goods with them, it is ſup- 
poſed that it was owing to. that circum- 
ſtance that they were all put to death. 

The country beyond the mountains of 
ATLAS, about fix days journey to the Eaſt 
of Mokocco, is not even known, though 
it is probable it might be penetrated with 

ſafety, 


LO NEE 
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fafety, provided the ſame means were uſed 
as are employed by the caravans which go 
to the South ; that is, a ſmall proportion 
of force, and a ſmall proportion of gene- 
roſity. 5 | 
There is no particular caravan ſo con- 
ſiderable for the South as that which goes 
to Mecca. As theſe indeed are intended 
merely for the purpoſes of commerce, they 
ſeldom confiſt of more than one hundred 
and fifty, or perhaps two, or at moſt three 
hundred perſons, including the muleteers, 
camel-drivers, and other ſervants. Some 
of theſe caravans ſet out from Morocco, 
while others go from TARUDANT, Fez, 
and TETUAN. The firſt paſs by way of 
DoMNET, while the others meet at TA- 
FILET, and thence purſue their journey 
towards the deſert. Theſe caravans go no 
further than TomMeuT, where there are 
ſome merchants of Morocco eſtabliſhed 
for the purpoſe of carrying on a trade with 
the inland parts of Guinea, where they 
traffick for ſlaves, ivory, gold duſt, & c. 
The merchandizes which the caravans carry 
from Morocco, TARUDANT, &c, conſiſt 
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of HAICKs and blue cloths, ' for which they 
find a good fale throughout the country * ; 
the MonarREs and at Thovar. 
| The city of THovAT is in the interior 
parts of the country, about thirty days 
journey from TA ILE T. From THoUAT 
the caravans proceed directly to ToMBUT, 
There is much greater danger in paſſing the 
two deſerts between TAFILET and Trou- 
AT, than between the latter place and 
TomBuT. As the Arabs of the deſerts are 
much. addicted to rapine, the caravans are 
obliged to make them trifling preſents, to 
enable them to travel without being mo- 
leſted. The other Arabs, who purchaſe 
merchandize, ſuch as blue cloths, ſmall 
daggers, looking- glaſſes, &c. pay generally 
in return oſtrich- feathers; and this traffic k 
is attended with very tolerable profits. 
The articles which the caravans carry 
immediately to Tour, are tobacco and 
ſalt. It is neceſſary to pay attention to 
what camels may be wanted for the pur- 
poſes of carrying water through the deſerts, 
as in ſome parts they travel four, and in 
others nine days without meeting with a 
| ; | wy 
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drop of water. It is in a great meaſure on 
this account that the camel becomes ſo 
uſeful an animal in hot climates. Their 
ſtomachs, it is well known, are ſo con- 
ſtructed as to allow them to paſs many days 
without food or drink. In the inner coats 
of their ſtomachs there are a number of 
little cells, in which they retain a large pro- 
portion of water for a length of time, nature 
having provided them with a method of 
regurgitating it when thirſty. From the 
ſize of the ſtomach alſo it admits of a large 

portion of food to be taken in at a time, 
to which they have recourſe by rumination 
when their appetite calls for a ſupply of 
nouriſhment. Their owners, therefore, have 
only to give them plenty of barley and 
water at the entrance of the deſerts, and 
that proyes ſufficient to laſt them till a 

freſh ſupply can be conveniently procured. 
Theſe extraordinary animals are able to 
carry a very great weight in proportion to 
their ſize, and to perform very long jour- 
nies without much apparent fatigue. They 
are uſed both for the purpoſes of riding and 
carrying burdens. Their ſteps are very 
2» * .- =». 
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long and flow, and they are tractable and 
eaſily managed. They are taught to kneel. 
down when they are loaded; and when uſed 
for the ſaddle are entirely managed by a 
ſhort and thick ſtick, which both ſerves | 

the purpoſes of bridle and whip. It is not 
uncommon in Barbary to ſee three perſons, 
with furniture in proportion, mounted upon 
one camel, | 
Upon the arrival of the caravans at 
Tour, they exchange their tobacco and 
alt for {laves, gold duſt, and ivory, which 
are brought thither from Guinea. Four 
thouſand ſlaves are ſuppoſed to be annually 
carried from ToMBurT, great part of whom 
are ſent to Mascar, ALGIERS, and Tu- 
NIS. It but ſeldom happens that any eunuchs 
are. brought away, unleſs by a particular 
commiſſion from the emperor or ſome of 
the princes, no other perſon in the country 
being permitted to keep them. It is in- 
deed extremely difficult to procure them at 
all. The place whence they are uſually 
brought is the kingdom of BaMBarRa. In 
MuLEey IsHMAEL's reign the number of 
eunuchs 1 in the empire of MoRocco was 
_— 
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ſuppoſed to amount to ſeven hundred ; but 
they are now ſo reduced, that one hundred 
is the utmoſt that could be muſtered in the 
whole empire. 

Thoſe perſons who have been concerned 
in the trade to TomBurT for the laſt twenty 
years, compute the value of the merchan- 
dizes tranſported annually thither from the 
empire of MoRocco to amount to at leaſt 
a million of hard dollars; and the com- 
modities received in return, ſuch as oſtrich- 
feathers, ivory, gold duſt, amber, and Gui- 
nea ſlaves, to ten millions; two thirds of 
which are carried to ALGIERS, T'uNnis, 
&c. The ſlaves are purchaſed near To- 
BUT, at a very cheap rate, there having 
been inſtances of a fine Negro boy being 
bought for ſix pounds of falt. | 

As a proof that Chriſtians may proceed 
along the ſhore by land from Guinea to 
Morocco, two French men, in the year 
i781, came from Senegal to Morocco, 
and brought intelligence of ſome forts hav- 
ing been taken from the Engliſh on that 
river. It is, however, proper to remark, 
that they were provided with eſcorts from 
one place to another. | 
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Fl 


Er 


Summons to appear before the Emperor. 
Admiſſion into the Royal HAREM.— A- 
tendance on LALLA Z ARA. Introduction 
to LALLABATOOM, the chief Sultana.— 
Introduction to LALLA Dou Aw, the 


Favourite Wife of the Emperor — her Hiſ- 


tory. — Deſcription of the HARENM— its 
Oeconomy.—Concuvines of the Emperor. — 
Adventure and Altercation with one of thoſe 
Ladies. —Dreſs of the Ladies in the Ha- 
REM. Opinion of the Moors concerning 
the Female Sex. — Emperor's Children.— 


Dreſs, Manners, and Situation * the Fe- 
male Sex in Barbary. 


"ROM the unſucceſsful efforts which 

I had made for the purpoſe of pro- 
curing my diſpatches, I had begun to re- 
concile myſelf to the idea of remaining a 


priſoner at Morocco, when, to my great 


ſurprize, at the expiration of a month from 
the time of the prince s departure, his 
Mooriſh 
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_ Mooriſh majeſty ſent to me in particular 
haſte to repair to the palace. 
_ Upon receiving this meſſage my beſt 
hopes were excited. I naturally expected 
an immediate emancipation, as it is neceſſary 
that every ſtranger ſhould ſee the emperor 
previous to his departure; and I flew to 
the palace with all the alacrity which ſuch 
an expectation was certain to inſpire} What 
then was my aſtoniſhment, when, upon my 
arrival at the palace, a meſſenger brought 
orders from the emperor, the purport of 
which was, that I ſhould immediately ex- 
amine one of his ſultanas who was indif- 
poſed, and in the afternoon return with 


proper medicines, and at the ſame time 


report my opinion on her caſe to his ma- 
jeſty. 

It is difficult to ſay whether diſappoint- 
ment or ſurprize were the predominant 
emotion in my mind on receiving this 
order. After the prejudices which from 
his diſlike to the Englith, and his ignorance 
of the effects of internal medicines, the 
emperor was known to have entertained 
againſt me, and after having detained me at 


Morocco 
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Morocco for ſuch a length of time, with 
no apparent view but that of - manifeſting 
his-contempt of me as an Engliſhman, it 
appeared unaccountable that he ſhould give 
orders for my admiſſion into the Harem, 
where, in addition to the former objections, 
there were alſo ſome ſtill ſtronger in the 
eyes of the Moors; as the admiſſion of 
one of our ſex into that ſacred depoſitory 
of female charms was almoſt unprecedented, 
and I believe totally fo with — to the 
HARENM of the emperor. | 
Whatever might be the motives with 
bis imperial - majeſty; for the violation of 
Mooriſh decorum in this inſtance, I did net 
conceive that I had much reaſon to rejoice 
at the event. I had already experienced 
too much ingratitude from the prince, as 
well as too much ungenerous treatment 
from the emperor, to encourage me to 
undertake any future engagement of the 
kind. in this country; and the difficulties 
and prejudices which from experience I. 
knew I had to encounter, when employed 
in my profeſſional line by the Moors, united 
to the uncertainty of removing the lady's 
complaint, 


A ow — =, ©, 
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complaint, rendered. it altogether not very. 
ſafe to adminiſter my advice under ſuch 
diſadvantageous circumſtances; and even 
that curioſity which would naturally be 
excited in moſt perſons on ſuch an occaſion, 
was not ſufficient to reconcile me to this 
new employment. 28 361 

Unfortunately in this dilemma I bad» very 
little time allowed me to determine, ſince 
the meſſenger was waiting to conduct me 
to the gate of the HAR EM. My embar- 
raſſment, however, continued only for a 
ſhort period for I ſoon recollected that. it 
was in vain to oppoſe the emperor's order. 
I therefore deferred giving a deciſive an- 
ſwer till J had ſeen my patient, and made 
myſelf fully acquainted with the nature of 
her complaint. 

The public and uſual entrance to the 
HAREM is through: a very large arched 
door-way, guarded on the outſide by ten 
body guards, which leads to a lofty hall, 
where the captain or ALCA1DE, with a 
guard of ſeventeen eunuchs, are poſted. No 
_ perſon is admitted into this hall, but thoſe 
Z who 


\ * 
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who are known to have bulineſs in the 
HAREM. 

The emperor's order being delivered: on 
the outſide of the door to the AL CAIDE, I 
was immediately, with my interpreter, con- 
duced into the HareM, by one of the 
negro eunuchs. Upon entering the court 
into which the women's apartments open, I 
diſcovered' a motley groupe of concubines, 
domeſtics, and negro ſlaves, who were va- 
riouſly employed. Thoſe of the firſt de- 
ſcription had formed themſelves into circles, 
ſeated on the ground in the open court, and 
were apparently engaged in converſation. 
The domeſtics and ſlaves were partly em- 
ployed in needle-work, and partly in pre- 
paring their cuscosoo. My appearance 
in the court, however, ſoon attracted their 
attention, and a conſiderable number of 
them, upon obſerving: me, unacquainted 
with the means by which I had been ad- 
mitted into the HAREM, retreated with 
the utmoſt precipitancy into their apart- 
ments; while others more courageous ap- 
proached, and enquired of my black atten- 
| dant 
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dant who I was, and by whoſe orders he 
had brought me thither. 
The moment it was known that I was 
of the medical profeſſion, parties of them 
were detached to inform thoſe who had fled 
that I was ſent in by order of the emperor, 
to attend LALLA ZARA, my intended pa- 
tient's name, and requeſting of them to 


come back and look at the Chriſtian. SE 


RANIO T1B1B! Chriſtian Doctor! reſounded 
from one end of the HAREM to the other; 
and in the courſe of a few minutes I was ſo 
_ .compleatly ſurrounded by women and chil- 
dren, that I was unable to move a ſingle 
ſtep. 

Every one of them ippeared ſolicitous to 
find out ſome complaint on which ſhe 
might conſult me, and thoſe who had not 
ingenuity enough to invent one, obliged 
me to feel their pulſe; and were highly diſ- 
pleaſed if I did not evince my excellence 
in my profeſſion by the diſcovery of ſome 
ailment or other. All of them ſeemed fo 
urgent to be attended to at the ſame time, 


that while I was feeling the pulſe of one, 


others were behind, pulling my coat and 
Aa intreating 
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intreating me to examine their complaints, 
while a third party were upbraiding me for 
not paying them the ſame attention. Their 
ideas of delicacy did not at all correſpond 
with thoſe of our European ladies, for they 
exhibited the beauties of their limbs and 
form with a degree of freedom that in any 
other country would have been thought 
indecent; and their converſation was n 

unreſtrained. £4 
This apparent laxity of conduct in the 
Mooriſh ladies does not proceed from a 
depravity in principle. As the female ſex 
in this country are not entruſted with the 
guardianſhip of their own honour, there 
is no virtue in reſerve. A depraved edu- 
cation even ſerves to corrupt inſtead of to 
reſtrain them. They are not regarded as 
rational or moral agents; they are only 
conſidered as beings created entirely to be 
ſubſervient to the pleaſure of man. To 
excite the paſſions, and to do and ſay every 
thing which may inflame a licentious ima- 
gination, become therefore neceſſary accom- 
pliſhments in the female ſex, and their 
manners and conduct naturally aſſume a 
| caſt 
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caſt totally different from thoſe of women 
in a more refined and more liberal ſtate of 
ſociety. In thoſe inſtances to which I 
refer, they were not conſcious of treſpaſſing 
the limits of decency ; and in others they 
manifeſted a ſingular attention to what they 
conceived to be decorum. When I re- 
queſted to ſee the tongues of ſome patients 
who complained of feverith ſymptoms, they 
refuſed to comply, conſidering it as incon= 
ſiſtent with their modeſty and virtue; ſome 
of them indeed laughed at the fingularity 
of the requeſt, and attributed it either to 
an impertinent curioſity, or an inclination 

to impoſe on their underſtandings: 

As the number of my patients continued 
to increaſe rather than to diminiſh, there 
appeared but little proſpe& of an intro- 
duction to the ſultana LALLA ZARA, 
whom I was firſt directed to attend, in any 
reaſonable time. The eunuch, however, 
wearied out with waiting, exerted all the 
vigour of authority which his natural effe- 
minacy would admit of in obliging them 
to diſperſe, and which was ſo far effeCtual 
at leaſt a as to allow me room to paſs, though 
| A2 this 
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this female croud ſtill followed me till 1 


. had nearly reached the lady's apartment. 


From the firſt court into which I had 
been introduced I paſſed through two or 
three ſimilar, till I at length arrived at the 


chamber of my intended patient. J was 


here detained a little time in the court, till 
my patient and her apartment were ready 
to receive me. Upon my entrance I found 
the lady fitting croſs-legged on a mattreſs 
placed upon the floor, and covered with fine 
linen, with twelve white and negro atten- 
dants, ſeated on the floor alſo, in different 
parts of the chamber. A round cuſhion 
was placed for me next to the lady, on 
which I was deſired to be ſeated. I ſhould 
have remarked, that, contrary to my pes. 
tations, I found that none of the emperor's 
women diſzuiſed their faces in the manner 
which I had experienced in the prince's 
Harem, but I ſaw them all with the ſame 
familiarity as if I had been introduced into 
the houſe of an European. 

LALLA ZARA *, who was of Mooriſh 


® Lava ſignifies lady or miſtreſs, but is s only applied 
in this country to the ſultanas. 


parents, 
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parents, was about eight years ago remark- 
able for her beauty and accompliſhments ; 
on which account ſhe was then in every 
reſpect the favourite wife of the late em- 
peror. So dangerous a preeminence could 
not be enjoyed, without exciting the jea- 
| louſy of thoſe females whoſe charms were 
leſs conſpicuous; and who, beſides the 
mortification of having a leſs ſhare of beau- 
ty, experienced alſo the diſgrace of being 
_ deſerted by their lord. 

Determined to effect her ruin, they con- 
trived to mix ſome poiſon (moſt probably 
arſenic) in her food, and conducted the 
deteſtable plot with ſo much art and ad- 
dreſs, that it was not perceived till the dele- 
terious drug had began its baneful opera- 
tions. She was ſeized with moſt violent 

ſpaſms, and a continual vomiting; and had 
ſhe not been poſſeſſed of an uncommonly 
ſtrong conſtitution, ſhe muſt immediately 
have fallen a victim to the machinations of 
her rivals. After a ſevere ſtruggle, how- 
ever, between life and death, the effects of 
the poiſon in ſome degree abated ; but it 
left the unhappy lady in a ſtate of dreadful 
A4 3 debility 
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_ ghaſtly countenance, had effaced every trace 
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debility and irritation, and particularly in 
the ſtomach, from which it was not perhaps 
in the power of medicine to extricate her, 
Her beauty too, the fatal cauſe of her miſ- 
fortune, was compleatly deſtroyed, and her 
enemies, though diſappointed in their aim 


_ of deſtroying her life, yet enjoyed the ma- 


lignant triumph of ſeeing thoſe charms 

which had excited their uneaſineſs reduced 

below the ſtandard of ordinary women. 
When I ſaw her, ſhe had ſuch a weak- 


. neſs of digeſtion, that every ſpecies of food 


which ſhe took, after remaining a few hours 


on her ſtomach, was returned perfectly 
crude and undigeſted. As ſhe did not re- 


ceive proper nouriſhment, her body had 
waſted away to a ſhadow, and her frame 
was in ſo weak a ſtate, as not to allow her 
to walk without afhſtance. Her com- 
plexion was entirely altered. Her ſkin, from 


being naturally clear and fair, as I was in- 


formed, was changed to a ſickly brown, 
which, joined to a ruined ſet of teeth, and a 


of that beauty, which ſhe before might have 
poſſeſſed. Upon my firſt entering her 


apartment, 
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apartment, though from my profeſſion ac- 
cuſtomed to behold objects of diſtreſs and 
miſery, yet I was fo forcibly ſtrack with 
her unhappy fituation and wretched ap- 
pearance, that I was obliged to exert all the 
_ fortitude of which I was maſter, to avoid 
the diſcovery of my feelings. 

Latta ZARA was at this time about 
| fix-and-thirty years of age, and though 


in ſo weak a ſtate, had two beautiful 


young children; the firſt was in its ſixth 
year, and the youngeſt, which was then 
under the care of a wet-nurſe, was very 
little more than a twelve month old. I 
was quite aſtoniſhed to obſerve ſuch ſtrong 
and apparently healthy children, the off- 
ſpring of a mother whoſe conſtitution was 
ſo dreadfully impaired, It was certainly, 
however, a very fortunate circumſtance for 
LALLA ZARA that ſhe had theſe children; 
ſince by the Mahometan law a man cannot 
divorce his wife provided ſhe bear him 
children; ſo that though the emperor took 
very little notice of this poor lady, yet he 
was, for the above reaſon, obliged to main- 
tain both herſelf and her offspring. 
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From the wretched ſituation in which I 
have deſcribed this unfortunate female, it is 
eaſy to conceive that her ſpirits muſt re- 
vive at the moſt diſtant proſpect of procur- 
ing relief in her diſagreeable complaint. 
Such, indeed, was. the caſe. She received 
me with all that fatisfaction which hope, 
united with ſome degree of eanüdence. moſt 
naturally inſpires. | 

Under theſe circumſtances the predica- 
ment in which I felt myſelf was, I muſt 
confeſs, moſt truly embarraſſing. It was 
-one of thoſe unpleaſant fituations, in which 
duty and intereſt are compleatly in oppo- 
ſition to each other, or rather when the 
ſympathetic feelings ſtand oppoſed to per- 
ſonal ſafety. Humanity pointed out to me 
that it was my duty to relieve her if poſſible; 
on the other hand, ſelf-preſervation no leſs 
ſtrongly dictated, that it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to my ſafety and happineſs to em- 
brace the firſt opportunity of leaving a 
country where I exiſted in the moſt critical 
and moſt diſagreeable ſituation. Both theſe 
ſentiments for ſome time preſſed equally 
on my mind, and left me at a loſs how to 
determine. 
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determine. I at length, however, fixed on 
a middle plan of conduct, which appeared 
likely to effect the ſafety of the lady, without 
endangering my own. This was, to give 
a proper courſe of medicines a fair trial for 
a fortnight; and then, if the leaſt proſpect 
of amendment ſhould appear in conſequence 
of them, I could leave her more, with ſuch 
directions as might enable her to uſe them 
without medical attendance. 

This plan I conceived it moſt prudent 
not to communicate immediately to my 
patient: I therefore, without affording her 
any very flattering hopes of a cure, aſſured 
her, that I would uſe every means with 
which I was acquainted for the reſtora- 
tion of her conſtitution. Contrary to moſt 
other Mooriſh females, I found LALLA 
ZARA in every reſpect affable and polite ; 
though deprived of her health, the retained 
her natural vivacity, and with the ravages 
of her inveterate malady ſhe ſtill remained 
a pleaſing and an intereſting character, 

I was upon the point of taking my leave 
of LALLA Z ARA, when a female meſſen- 
ger appeared to requeſt my attendance upon 

| _ LALLA 
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LALLA BaToomM, who, from the priority 
of her 'marriage, is called the firſt wife of 
the emperor, and is more properly entitled 
to the denomination of ſultana than any of 
the others. 

As the emperor had given directions for 
my admiſſion to LALLA Z ARA only, and 
as I ſoon perceived that the eunuch re- 
garded me with the moft jealous eye, I 
muſt confeſs that, however my curioſity 
might be excited, yet when ſolicited to viſit 
the other ladies, I could not help feeling 
ſome apprehenſions of the danger which 
I incurred by tranſgreſſing the emperor's 
order. On the other hand, I reflected, 
that both the eunuch and the women would 
be equally involved in the conſequences of 
a diſcovery ; the firſt for conducting me, 
and the others for admitting me into their 
apartments; and therefore that it was as 
much their intereſt as mine to be cautious, 
as well in preventing the circumſtance from 
reaching the emperor's ears, as in not re- 
ceiving me in their apartments at a time 
when he was likely to enter the HARENM. 
All theſe arguments, united to the deſire 

4 which 
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which I felt to avail myſelf of ſo favourable 
an opportunity of ſeeing a place. where no 


European had ever before been admitted, 


had ſo much weight, that my objections 
were ſpeedily removed. 


I found LALLA BATooM to be a perfect 


Mooriſh beauty; ſhe was moſt immode- 
rately fat, about forty years of age, with 
round and prominent cheeks, which were 
painted a deep red, ſmall black eyes, and a 
viſage compleatly guiltleſs of expreſſion. 
She was fitting upon a mattreſs on the 
floor, which, as uſual, was covered with 
fine white linen, and ſhe was ſurrounded 
with a large party of concubines, whom I 
was informed ſhe had invited to be her 
viſitors on the occaſion. Her room bore 
a much greater appearance of grandeur than 
that of LALLA Z ARA, and ſhe was in- 
dulged with a whole ſquare to herſelf. 

As ſoon as I entered her apartment, 
LALLA BATOOM requeſted of me to be 
ſeated cloſe by her fide, and to feel her 
pulſe. Her complaint was a flight cold, 
of which an unconquerable deſire of ſeeing 
me had moſt probably been the occaſion. 
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the midſt of this converſation, tea was 
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As ſoon as I had felt her. pulſe, and pro- 
nounced my opinion, I was employed in 
going through the ſame ceremony with all 
the other ladies in the room, who deſired 
I would acquaint them with all their 
complaints, without any further enquiries. 
From the great experience which , I had 
acquired in this kind of practice at TARu- 
DANT, and from the knowledge which 1 
had attained of their complaints, which in 


general proceeded from too violent an attack 


upon the coscos00, I was enabled to make 

no deſpicable figure in this myſterious art, 

and was very ſucceſsful in my opinions. 
From the ſubject of their own health, 


the converſation preſently changed to criti- 


ciſms upon my dreſs. There was not a 
ſingle part of it which was not examined, 
and commented on. with their uſual loqua- 
city. My interpreter was then aſked if 1 
was a married man, and if ſo, whether I 
had brought my wife with me, with a 
variety of equally important queſtions. In 


introduced, though at eleven o'clock in the 
morning. A ſmall tea-board, with four 
6 | very 


4 
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very ſhort feet, ſupplied the place of a 
table, and held the tea equipage. The cups 


were about the fize of large walnut-ſhells, 
of the very beſt Indian china, and of which 


a very conſiderable number were drank. 
After I had concluded my viſit to the 

queen of the Harem, I was next con- 
duced to LALLA Dovyaw, the favourite 


wife of the late emperor, whom 1 found to 


be what would be termed in Europe a 
very fine and beautiful woman. She is a 
native of Genoa, and was, with her mother, 
ſhipwrecked on the coaſt of Barbary, 
whence they became the emperor's cap- 
tives. At that period, though but eight 
years of age, her perſonal charms were ſo 
very promiſing and attractive, that they 
induced the emperor to order her to be 
taken forcibly from her mother, and placed 
in his HAREM, where, though at ſo early 
a period of life, every means were in vain 
employed to entice her to change her re- 
ligion, till at length the emperor threatened 
to pull up every hair of her head by the 
roots if ſhe defined any * and ſhe then 


found 
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found herſelf obliged to ſubmit to his incli« 


nations. 
After remaining ſome time in the 3 
racter of a concubine, the emperor married 
her; and from her great beauty, addreſs, 
and ſuperior mental accompliſhments, ſhe 
ſoon gained his beſt affections, which ſhe 
ever ate poſſeſſed. She had, indeed, ſo 
much influence over him, that though he 
was naturally of a very ſtubborn diſpoſition, 
ſhe was never known to fail in any favour 
ſhe ſolicited, provided ſhe A in her 
requeſt. | 
When I ſaw her the was 2a thirty 
years of age; in her perſon rather corpulent, 
and her face was diſtinguiſhed by that ex- 
preſſive beauty which is almoſt peculiar to 
the Italian women. Her addreſs was pleaſ- 
ing, and her behaviour polite and attentive. 
In the HAREM, from her accompliſhments 
in reading and writing well the Arabic 
language, ſhe was conſidered by the other 
females as a ſuperior being. | 
From the circumſtance of being mhen ſo 
young into the HAREM, ſhe had nearly 
7 | forgotten 
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forgotten her native language, and could 
only converſe fluently in Arabic, having 


but a diſtant recollection of the events 


which firſt brought her into her preſent 
ſituation. She, however, informed me that 
we were brother and ſiſter (a common 
phraſe uſed by the Moors to expreſs the 
affinity which Chriſtians bear to each other 
in a religious ſenſe) and had diſcernment 
enough to obſerve that ſhe was among a 
very uncouth and ignorant people. She add- 
ed, that her mother, whom I had afterwards 
an opportunity of ſceing at a Venetian mer- 
chant's houſe at MAMORA, was ſtill a 
Chriſtian, though ſhe herſelf was no longer 
ſuch, and that ſhe hoped I would viſit her 
every time I came to the Harem. 

Her complaint was a ſcorbutic affection 


of the gums, which threatened the loſs 


of ſome of her front teeth. This circum- 
ſtance gave her the greateſt uncaſineſs, as 
ſhe was fearful it might disfigure her other 
features, and by that means cauſe an abate- 
ment in the affection of the emperor. On 
this account ſhe was extremely anxious to 
have my advice, though when I was in 


her 
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her apartment ſhe always experienced the 
| ſtrongeſt apprehenſions leſt my attendance 
on her ſhould come to the emperor's know- 
ledge, which might be attended with the 
moſt ſerious conſequences to us both. 
LALLA ZARA, owing to her bad ſtate 
of health, and the conſequent ruin of her 
perſonal charms, had long been neglected 
by the emperor, who, moſt probably, ad- 
mitted of my attendance on her more for 
the ſake of exonerating himſelf from her 
conſtant importunities to ſee me (for it was 

a conſiderable time before ſhe could gain 
his conſent) than from any great anxiety 
on his part for her recovery. With reſpect 
to a perſon of ſuch a deſcription, it was 
perhaps a matter of indifference to the 
emperor by whom ſhe was ſeen or known, 
and therefore there was no ground for that 
jealouſy to which the Moors in general are 
ſo notoriouſly addicted. 

LALLA Dovyaw was very differently 
fituated. She was in the bloom of health 
and beauty, with all thofe exterior accom- 
pliſhments which were likely to excite the 
moſt ardent paſſion ; and indeed the em- 


„ peror's 
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peror's attachment to her was unexampled. 
Under theſe circumſtances, when we con- 
ſider with what caution the Moors in gene- 
ral endeavour to prevent any foreign inter- 
courſe with their women, it could not be 
ſuppoſed that the emperor would reliſh the 
idea of an European in particular being 
admitted frequently, and almoſt alone, to 
this firſt object of his deareſt affections. 
LALLa Douvyaw, however, to prevent 
the poſſibility of detection, enjoined her 
female ſlaves to be particularly aſſiduous to 
inform her when there was the ſmalleſt 
reaſon for an alarm; while, on the other 


hand, ſhe was continually making preſents. 


to the eunuch who attended me, cautioning 
him at the ſame time not to intimate to any 
perſon out of the Harem that I had been 
admitted into her apartment. She ſo far 
gained an aſcendancy over him, that I have 
frequently remained with her for an hour 
at a time, converſing upon European cuſ- 
toms; and though ſhe knew but little of 
them, yet the ſubject always ſeemed to afford 
her the higheſt pleaſure. As ſoon as ſhe 
thought it would be imprudent for me to 

B b remain 
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remain any longer, ſhe requeſted of me to 
go, but with a promiſe to call upon her the 
next time I viſited the Harem: Her ap- 
prehenſion of a diſcovery was not confined 
to the chance of an alarm from the emperor, 
or from the perfidy of the eunuch; it was 
likewiſe extended to the jealouſy of the 
other women in the HAREM, who might 
probably rejoice in an opportunity of effect- 
ing her ruin. It was, however, perhaps a 
fortunate circumſtance for us both, that by 
moſt of them admitting me into their apart- 
ments, it was equally their intereſt to be 
filent, ſince a diſcovery of the one would 
mevitably lead to a detection of the others. 
The fourth wife, who is daughter to an 
Engliſh renegado, and mother to the reign- 
ing emperor, being at Fr; at the time when _ 
[ viſited the Haxzu, J had not an __ 
tunity of ſeeing. 
When I waited on the emperor in con- 
ſequence of my viſit to the Harem, I was 
honoured with quite a private audience; for 
he received me in the court cloſe to his 
| houſe, where no perſon is permitted to be 
preſent while the emperor is there, but a 
ö» few 
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few pages, and the people who Wr 
belong to his carriage. | 

The ſovereign was in an open four 
wheeled carriage, hung very low, of a fize 
juſt large enough to admit one perſon, and 
drawn by the ſons of four Spaniſh renega- 
does. As ſoon as I was obſerved: by him, 
his majeſty ordered me with my inter- 
preter to approach, and carry him the me- 
dicines, deſiring me to taſte them before 
him, to gonvince him, I i imagine, that there 
was nothing in them that was improper. 
He then examined them with great atten- 
tion, and ordered me to explain to him what 
they were, and in what manner they were 
expected to act. When required to give 
my opinion concerning the caſe of my 
patient, I informed his majeſty, that the 
ſultana's complaint was of ſuch a nature as 
to require a very long courſe of medicines, 
but which I apprehended it would not be 
neceſſary to change; that therefore I pro- 
| poſed to attend her for a fortnight, and 

then leave her a proper ſupply, with ſuch 
directions as might enable her to take them 
almoſt with the fame advantage as if I was 
B b2 preſent. 
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preſent. I added, that I had received orders 


from the governor of Gibraltar to return 
to the garriſon immediately, which if I 


diſobeyed I ſhould certainly loſe a very good 


employment; and that, as I was convinced 
of the emperor's kind intentions towards 
me, by the promiſes which he had made at 
my firſt audience, I was perſuaded his ma- 
jeſty would not detain me a day longer than 
the period I mentioned. In reply, the 
emperor ſaid, that he only wiſhed me to 
attend the ſultana for about ten days, at the 
expiration of which, if the medicines proved 
likely to be uſeful, I ſhould then leave her 
a proper ſupply, and he would fend me 
home (to uſe his expreſſion) upon a fine 
horſe. He then gave orders to his prime 


miniſter to pay me ten hard dollars as a 


preſent ; and commanded that free admit- 
tance ſhould be granted- me into the royal 
HAREM, whenever I thought it neceſſary. 
The HAREM, as I before obſerved, forms 
a part of the palace or ſeraglio, without any 
other immediate communication with it 
than a private door, uſed only by the em- 


The 
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52 The apartments, which are all on the 
ground floor, are ſquare, very lofty, and four 
of them encloſe a ſpacious ſquare court; 
into which they open by means of large 
folding-doors. Theſe, as in other Mooriſh 
| houſes, which in general have no windows, 
ſerve the purpoſe of admitting light into 


the apartments. In the centre of theſe 


courts, which are floored with blue and 
white checquered tiling, is a fountain, ſup- 
plied by pipes from a large reſervoir on the 
outſide of the palace, which ſerves for the 
frequent ablutions recommended by the 
Mahometan 2 as well as for other 
purpoſes. 

The whole of the HAREM coli of 
about twelve of theſe ſquare courts, com- 
municating with each other by narrow paſ- 
ſages, which afford a free acceſs from one 


part of it to another, and of which all the 


women are allowed to avail themſelves. 
The apartments are ornamented exter- 
nally with beautiful carved wood, much 
ſuperior to any I have ever ſeen in Europe, 
as well for the difficulty of the workman- 
chip, as for the taſte with which it is finiſh- 
= ed. 
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ed. In the inſide moſt of the roome are 
hung with rich damaſk. of various colours; 
the floors are covered with beautiful garpets, 
and there are mattreſſes diſpoſed at different 
diſtances for the purpaſes * nee and 


lee ping. 


Beſides N Wr apartinenss ny _ 


| ain: at each extremity with an elegant 


European mahogany bedſtead, hung with 
damaſk, having on it ſeveral mattreſſes 
placed one over the other, which are eovęred 


with various coloured ſilks; but theſe beds 
are merely placed there to ornament the 


room. In all the apartments without ex- 
ception the ceiling is wood, carved and 
painted. The principal ornaments in ſome, 
were large and valuable looking -glaſſes, 
hung on different parts of the walls. In 
others, clocks and watches of different ſizes, 
in , glaſs,icaſes, were diſpoſed in the ſame 
manner. In ſome of the apartments I 
obſerved a projection from the wall, which 
reached about half way to the ceiling, on 
which were placed ſeveral mattreſſes over 
each other, and each covered with ſilks of 
different alete. Above and below this 
| projection 
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projection the wall was hung with pieces 
of ſattin, velvet, and damaſk, of different 
colours, ornamented on each edge with a 
broad ſtripe of black velvet, which-was em 
broideved i in its centre with gold. & 
The whole HAREM was under Ae 
Warme, the principal ſultana, LALLA 
BaTooM: that is in general ſhe was difce 
tinguiſhed by the title of miſtreſs: of the 
HaREM, without having any particular 
controul over the women. This lady and 
LALLA Dovyaw, the favourite, were in- 
dulged with a whole ſquare to themſelves; 
but LALLA Z ARA, and all the concubines, 
were only allowed each a ſingle room. 
Each female had a ſeparate daily allows 
ance from the emperor, proportioned to the 
eſtimaticn in which they were held by him. 
Out of this they were expected to furniſh 
themſelves with every article of which they 
might be in want; the HARE is therefore 
to be conſidered as a place where ſo many 
diſtinct lodgers have apartments without 
paying for them, and the principal nen 

is the miſtreſs of the whole. 
* _ allowance which each woman 
Bbyg  - n, 
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received from the late emperor. for her 
ſubſiſtence was very trifling indeed. LAaL- 
LA Dovyaw, the favourite ſultana, had 
very little more than half-a-crown Engliſh 
per diem, and the others leſs in proportion. 
It muft be allowed, that the emperor made 
them occaſional preſents of money, dreſs, 
and trinkets; but this could never be ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport the number of domeſtics 
and other expences they muſt incur, Their 
greateſt dependance, therefore, was on the 
preſents they received from thoſe Europeans 
and Moors who viſited the court, and who. 


employed their influence in obtaining ſome 


particular favour from the emperor. Nor | 
had the monarch ſufficient delicacy to diſ- 


courage this mode of negotiation. He 


well knew that if his women had not ob- 
tained ſupplies by other means, they muſt 
have had recourſe to his purſe; and as he 
had taken tao good precautions to allow 
any miſchief to ariſe from this cuſtom, he 
was always well pleaſed to have buſineſs 


tranſacted through that channel. Ambaſ- 


ſadors, conſuls, and merchants indeed, who, 
were acquainted with the nature of the 
LT - court, 
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court, perfectly knew that this was always 

the- moſt ſucceſsful mode that could be 
adopted. As an illuſtration of this aſſertion, 
when I was at Morocco, a Jew, deſirous 
of obtaining a very advantageous favour 
from the emperor, for which he had been 
a long time unſucceſsfully ſoliciting, ſent 


to all the principal ladies of the Harem 


preſents of pearls to a very conſiderable 


amount ; the conſequence was, that they 


all went in a body to the emperor, and 
immediately obtained the wiſhed-for con- 
ceſſion. 


The ladies ſeparately furniſh PD OWN 


rooms, hire their own domeſtics, and, in 


fact, do what they pleaſe in the Harem, 
but are not permitted to go out without an 
expreſs order from the emperor, who very 
ſeldom grants them that favour, except 
when they are to be removed from one 
palace to another. In that caſe a party 
of ſoldiers is diſpatched a little diſtance 
before them, to diſperſe the male paſſengers 
in particular, and to prevent the poſlibility 


of their being ſeen. This previous ſtep 


being taken, a piece of linen cloth is tied 
round 
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round the lower part of the face, and 
afterwards theſe miſerable females cover 
themſelves entirely with their warcks, 

and either mount mules, which they ride 
like men, or, what is more uſual, are put 


into a ſquare carriage or litter, conſtructed 
for this purpoſe, which by its lattice - work 


allows them to ſee without being ſeen. In 
this manner they ſet off under the charge 


of a guard of black eunuchs. This journey, 


and ſometimes a walk within the bounds 


of the palace, with which they are, how- 


ever, ſeldom indulged, is the only exerciſe 


_ are permitted to take. 


The late emperor's HAREM conſiſted of 
between ſixty and a hundred females, be- 
fides their domeſtics and ſlaves, which were 
very numerous. The four wives which I 
have already noted are by no means to be 


\ conſidered as the firſt ſet of which the em- 


peror was poſſefled, ſince ſome died, and 


others were repudiated*, So that it is a 


The Mahometan law allows a man to divorce his wife, 
provided ſhe does not produce him any children, and he 


returns her the portion which was agreed be ane when the 
marriage firſt took place. 


8 | e 
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difficult matter to determine u hat was the 
preciſe number of the late emperor's wives. 
Many of the concubines were Mooriſſa 
women, ho had been preſented to the 
emperor, as the Moors conſider it an honour 
to have their daughters in the Harem; 
ſeveral were European ſlaves, who had been 
either made captives or purchaſed by the 
emperor, and ſome were Negroes, - 
. In this groupe the Eurppeans, or their 
deſcendants, had by far the greateſt claim 
to the character of handſome, There was 
one in particular, who was a native of 8 pain, 
and taken into the HAREM at about. the 
ſame age as LALLA Douyaw, who was 
indeed a perfect beauty. Nor was this 
lady quite ſingular. in that reſpe&, for 
many others were almoſt equally hand- 
ſame. 
The Mooriſh women have in general an 
inexpreſſive countenance, and a ruſtic ſim- 
plicity of manners. Their perſons are 
below the middle ſtature, of a remarkably 
fat and ſquare make, with very large hands 
and feet. Their complexions are either a 
clear brown, or, what is more uſual, of a 
| fallow 
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fallow caſt. Their faces are round, and 


their eyes in general black; the noſe and 


mouth very ſmall, and the latter is uſually 
accompanied with a good ſet of teeth, + 
Among my patients in the HAR EM, was 
one of the Mooriſh concubines, who with a 
handſome ſet of features had united an in- 
tolerable ſhare of pride and affectation, the 
effects of which I experienced in the moſt 


diſguſting degree. I was deſired to ad- 


miniſter to her a remedy for a flight com- 


plaint of the ſtomach, with which ſhe had 


been affected for a few days. The medi- 


cine was to be of fo gentle a nature as not 


to create the {lighteſt degree of pain, or any 
inconvenience whatever. Determined that 
the ſhould have no reaſon to complain on 
that account, I prepared her'a powder, 
which, had ſhe given it to a new-born in- 
fant, would have * as inoffenſive as to 


herſelf. 


The lady, however, ſtill apprehen ive of 
its bad effects, obliged her younger ſiſter, 


who was likewiſe a concubine in the Ha- 


REM, to take it by way of trial; and then, 
if it agreed, it was her intention. to have 
had 
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bad another doſe for herſelf. Unfortunately 
for me, the young lady, at the idea of being 
compelled to take a medicine of which ſhe 
was not in want, ſoon after ſhe had ſwal- 


lowed it became very ſick, which ſo alarmed 
her ſiſter, that ſhe immedately ſent for me, 


and upbraided me in the ſevereſt language, 
for ſending a medicine which had nearly 
deſtroyed the young lady, who had been 
in the moſt violent agonies the whole day; 


adding, that had ſhe not been poſſeſſed of a 


very ſtrong conſtitution, ſhe muſt inevitably 
have periſhed. She tauntingly obſerved, 


that ſhe had formed a better opinion of the 


Chriſtians than ſhe now found they de- 
ſerved; and aſked me imperiouſly, whether 


I was a proper perſon to undertake the cure 


of the ſultana? As it was impoſſible that 
I could be pleaſed with theſe ignorant and 
unmerited reproaches, and as I was well 
aware that ſince I had no directions to 
attend any perſon but LALLA ZARA, it 


was entirely a matter of fayour in me to 


comply at all with her requeſt, I embraced 
the opportunity of at once ſilencing her 
ill- timed loquacity, and effectually putting a 

* 
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ſtop to fimilar impertinence from any other 
quarter. I explained to her, in the firſt 
place, that ſo far from the medicines hav- 
ing the tendency of which ſhe accuſed 
them, that they in reality were of much 
too mild a nature for a perſon of her con- 
ſtitution. I added, that ſince ſhe enter- 
tained ſuch ſuſpicions of them from the 
firſt, how could ſhe be ſo deſtitute of 
affection and feeling as to compel her ſiſter 
to take what ſhe would not venture upon 
herſelf, without regard to the difference” of 
her age, or to the ſtate of the health? That 
her ungrateful behaviour would operate as 
a a diſconragemenit to me, and would per- 
haps prevent my affording affiſtance to 
many of the other ladies, whoſe complaints 
might require much more attention than 
hers did; and that in future ſhe could not 
expect to receive from me, if it ſnould even 
be neceſſary, the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance. She 
now began to relent, and acknowledged 
ſhe had been rather too warm, adding many 
apologies, and concluded with wiſhing me 
a happy return to my country and friends. 

Is could adduce many other anecdotes to 
4 illuſtrate 
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illuſtrate the ignorance and pride of | theſe 


unfortunate. women; but this I think will 


be ſufficiently convincing to - anſwer the 
purpoſe. It may not be improper to add, 


that this little altercation proved afterwards 


of great ſervice to me in the Harem, by 
convincing the ignorant part of. it that I 
paid very little attention to their caprice. . 

© Obſerving that the eunuchs kept a very 
cloſe and watchful eye over me when I 


viſited the HAREM, I always took care 


that my deportment in their preſence ſhould 
be ſuch as to give them no reaſon for any 
complaint againſt me. When in the apart- 
ments of my patients I ſometimes ſo far 
forgot myſelf, as to enter into a pretty long 
converſation; but I found that the eunuch 
was always diſpoſed to interrupt our enter- 
tainment, by hinting that I had already ſtaid 
too long, and muſt therefore depart. -- With 
LALLA Douyaw, however, they ſeemed 
to have leſs influence; and though ſhe 
thought it prudent to make them occaſional 
preſents, yet ſhe never would ſuffer me to 
leave the room till by her own requeſt. 
In one of my. viſits, I obſerved a pro- 
ceſſion 
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ceſſion, which upon enquiry en 
intended as an invocation to God and Ma- 


homet for rain, of which there had been a 
ſcarcity for ſeveral preceding months. The 
proceſſion was commenced by the youngeſt 
children in the Harem, who were barely 
able to walk, two abreaſt, and theſe ,were 
followed by the next in age, till at length 


a great part of the women fell into the 


groupe, making altogether upwards of a 
hundred perſons. They carried. on their 
heads their prayers written on paper, paſted 
on a ſquare board, and proceeded through 
all the courts ſinging hymns, the purport 


of which was adapted to the ſolemn oc- . 


caſion. I was informed that they had con- 


tinued this ceremony every day during the 
whole of the dry weather, and were to 
repeat it till their prayers were attended 


with ſucceſs. 
Though the emperor  occafionally came 


into the Harem, yet it was more uſual for 
him to give notice to thoſe ladies whoſe 


company he wiſhed, to attend in his apart- 
ment; when they made a point of ſetting 


off their charms to the beſt advantage. 


When 
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When in his preſence, they paid him every 


attention which a common ſlave would 
ſhew to his maſter, and never ventured to 
offer their opinion, except by his appro- 
bation.— But to return to the Mooriſh 
ladies. | | 
From the idea which: is ſo prevalent with 
this people, that corpulency is the moſt 
infallible mark of beauty, the women uſe a 
grain which they name ELLnovuBa, for 
the purpoſe of acquiring that degree of 
perſonal excellence at which they aſpire : 
this they powder, and eat with their cus- 
cosoo. They likewiſe take, with the ſame 
intention, large quantities of paſte, heated 
by the ſteam *of boiling water, which they 
ſwallow in the form of boluſes. It is cer- 
tainly true, that the number of corpulent 
women in this country is very conſiderable, 
but it is probable that this circumſtance 
ariſes as much from their very confined and 
inactive mode of life, as from any of the 
particular means which they employ to 
produce that effect. 
The dreſs of the ladies conſiſts of a ſhirt, 
with remarkably full and looſe ſleeves, 
"00 hanging 
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hanging almoſt to the ground, the neck 
and breaſt of which are left open, .and 
their edges are neatly embroidered with 
gold. They wear linen drawers, and over 
the ſhirt a A TAN, which is a dreſs ſome- 
thing ſimilar in form to a looſe great coat 
without ſleeves, hanging nearly to the feet, 
and is made either of filk and cotton or 
gold tiſſue, A ſaſh of fine linen or cotton 
4olded is tied gracefully round the waiſt, and 
its extremities fall below the knees. To 
this ſaſh two broad ſtraps are annexed, and 
paſſing under each arm over the ſhoulders 
Form a croſs on the breaſt, and to that part 
of it which paſſes between the breaſt and 
-ſhoulder of each arm is fixed a gold tortoiſe, 
careleſsly ſuſpending. in front a gold chain. 
Over the whole dreſs is extended a broad 
filk band of the Fez manufacture, which 
ſurrounds the waiſt, and compleats the dreſs, 
except when they go abroad, and then they 
inveſt themſelves in a careleſs manner with 
the HAICK. 
The hair 1 plaited "a the front of tho 
head backwards indifferent folds, which hang 
looſe behind, and at the bottom are all fixed 


together 
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together with twiſted ſilk. Over their heads 
they wear a long piece of ſilk about half a 
yard wide, which they tie cloſe to the head, 
and ſuffer the long ends, which are , edged 
with twiſted filk, to hang behind in an eaſy 


manner nearly to the ground. The remainder 


of the head-dreſs is compleated by a com- 


mon {ilk handkerchief, which ſurrounds. 


the head like a woman's. cloſe cap, differing 
from it only by being fixed in a full bow 
behind inſtead of in front. At the upper 
part of each ear hangs a ſmall gold ring, 
half open, which has at one end a cluſter 
of precious ſtones, ſufficient nearly to fill 
up the vacancy occaſioned by the opening 
of the ring. At the tip, or lower part of 
the ear, is likewiſe ſuſpended a broad and 
ſolid gold ring, which is fo large that it 
reaches as low as the neck, and which, as 
well as the other, has a cluſter of precious 
ſtones, in proportion to the ſize of the ring. 
The ladies wear on their fingers ſeveral 
ſmall gold rings, ſet with diamonds or other 
precious ſtones, and on the wriſts broad 
and ſolid 4 bracele ts, ſometimes alſo ſet 
Ceca with 
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with precious ſtones. Their necks are 


ornamented with a great variety of bead and 
pearl necklaces. Below theſe a gold chain 
ſurrounds the neck, and ſuſpends in front a 
gold ornament. . 

| Like the men, the Mooriſh women wear 
no ſtockings, but uſe red ſlippers, curiouſly 


embroidered with gold, which they take oft 


when they enter their rooms. Immediately 
above the ankle each leg is ſurrounded with 
a large ſolid gold ring, which is narrow in 
front, but very broad behind. 
The ladies paint their cheeks of a deep 
red, and. ſtain their eye-lids and eye-brows 
with a black powder, which I apprehend 
to be antimony. It is a branch of artificial 
beauty in this country, to produce a long 
black mark on the forehead, another on the 


tip of the noſe, and ſeveral others on each 


cheek. The chin is ſtained of a deep red, 
and thence down to the throat runs a long 
black ſtripe. The inſide of the hands, and 
the nails, are ſtained of a deep red, ſo deep 


indeed that in moſt lights it borders on 


Walt and the back of the. hands have 
| ſeveral 
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ſeveral fancy marks of the ſame colour. 


The feet are painted in a ſimilar manner 


with the hands. : 


1 ſeldom obſerved in the Hanns the 


women at any employment but that of 
forming themſelves into different circles for 
the purpoſe of converſation, ſometimes in 


the open courts, at others in the different 


apartments. As they are not permitted to 
enter the moſques, they pray at the ap- 
pointed times in their own chambers. The 
Moors, indeed, entertain the prejudice 
- which is commonly attributed to the Muſ- 
ſulmen in general, that the female ſex are 
altogether an inferior ſpecies of animals, 
merely formed to be ſlaves to the pleaſures 
of men, whoſe ſalvation is conſequently not 
of ſo much importance; and with this ſen- 
timent the conduct of the men towards 
them in every inſtance correſponds. The 
Moors likewiſe aſſign other reaſons for not 
permitting their females to enter their 
places of worſhip: they aſſert, that it 
would be not only contrary to the cuſtom 
which prevails in the country, of not allow- 
ing the ſexes to meet together in any par- 
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ticular ſpot, but it might alſo, by creating 

looſe and improper ideas, draw off * at- 

tention from their devotion... 
The women have their TAL BAS as 1011 


as the men their TAT BS. Theſe perſons, 5 


who are either wives or concubines, juſt as 
it happens, and whoſe principal qualifica- 
tions appear to be reading and writing, 
teach the younger part of the HARENM to 
repeat their prayers, and the older females 
they inſtruct in the laws and principles of 
their religion. 

All the late emperor's W and the 
children of his concubines, as ſoon as they 
were of a proper age, were ſent to TATI- 


LET, where they finiſhed their education, 


and by intermarrying with the deſcendants 
of his anceſtors, they ſerved to people that 
extraordinary city—extraordinary on this 
account, that the inhabitants of it are all 
SHARTFS, or the ſuppoſed lineal deſcendants 
of Mahomet, and are moſt of them colla- 
terally or . otherwiſe related to the preſent | 


royal family of Morocco. MouLzsy Isn- 
MAEL, who, as I before obſerved, was 


granilfather to the late emperor, had three 
* | ; | hundred 
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hundred children at TAFiLET, and their 
deſcendants are now ſuppoſed to amount 
to nine thouſand, who all live i in the — 
place. 
The ſons of the emperor” s wives are 
conſidered as princes, who have each an 
equal claim to the empire, and as ſuch are 
always reſpected. If they have not diſ- 
obliged their father, they are generally ap- 
pointed to the government of ſome of the 
provinces, where, in the capacity of BA- 
SHAWS, their principal object is the accu- 
mulation of riches. 

The reader will have obtervodd, that I 
reſerved my obſervations on the female part 
of ſociety in this country, till I had given 
ſuch a general account of the Harem as 
might ſerve for a proper introduction to 
that part of my ſubject. By this arrange 
ment I have relieved myſelf from the 
tediouſneſs of repetition, and my readers 
from that obſcurity which naturally enſues 
when information is imparted in a disjointed 
ſtate. A few obſervations will ſerve to 
compleat the deſcription. 

The Mooriſh women may be divided 


E 4 into 
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into two claſſes; the black or mn women, 
and the white. 

The firſt are either 3 or oa RG 
ſo formerly; and from their ſervices, or 
through the : favour of their proprietors, 
have obtained their freedom. 'Theſe women 


have all the characters, both with reſpect 


to difpoſition, features, and complexion, 
peculiar to the country from which they 
are brought. Many of them are in the 
fituation of concubines, and others in that 
of domeſtics. Their male children are all 
brought up to ſerve in the army of the 
emperor,—To this claſs may be added the 

mulattoes, both male and female, which 
gre the production of a Moor and a Negro 
woman, and are conſequently very numerous 


in this empire; but as they differ but little 
in character from the Negroes, and are only 
diſtinguiſhed from them by being indulged 


with their freedom, I ſhall paſs them over 
without any further obſervations. 

Thoſe of the female ſex who may be 
properly conſidered as natives of the country, 


are of a white, or rather a ſallow com- 
| ene, From the very limited ſphere in 


"wen 
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which they are allowed to act, and the 


contempt in which they are held as mem- 
bers of ſociety, their characters admit of 
very little of that variety which diſtinguiſhes 
the European women. Happy, perhaps, 
it is for them, that the ſun of knowledge 


has never beamed upon their gloomy pri- 


ſons, ſince it could only ſerve to enlighten 
them to a ſenſe of their own miſery, diſ- 
grace, and ſervitude! Happy is that ac- 
commodating power, which providence has 
vouchſafed to human-kind, which adapts 
them to their ſeveral ſituations! and happy 
it is that the information of mankind is 
generally ſuch as ſuits the ſphere in which 
they are deſtined to act! 


Educated with no other view than for 
the ſenſual purpoſes of their maſter, or huſ- 


band, the chief object of the female ſex of 
this country is to adminiſter to his plea- 
ſure, and by the moſt abject ſubmiſſion to 


alleviate the rigours of that ſervitude to 


which they are doomed, When in the 
preſence of their deſpot, both wives and 
concubines are obliged to manifeſt the ſame 
n as his common flayes ; and though 
all 


2 
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all are not confined cloſely to. their houſes, 
as is cuſtomary in the emperor's Hart, 
yet when they do go out they are obliged 
to be extremely circumſpect in concealing 
their faces, and cautious in every part of 
w- demeanour. 

If they happen to meet an European 
in the country, at a time when no Moor 
is in ſight, they ſeldom miſs the oppor- 
tunity of diſplaying their features, by 
throwing the H AIK on one ſide, and even 
to laugh and converſe with him, though 
always with the utmoſt riſk, as the eye of 
jealouſy, it is well KNOWN, never flum- | 
bers. 

If an European or a Jew ſhould be 
caught in a clandeſtine connection with a 
Mooriſh woman, he is obliged to become a 
convert to the Mahometan faith, or his 
life would be forfeit; and the woman, 
I was informed, is puniſhed either by burn- 
ing or drowning, though I cannot fay I 
ever knew an inſtance of that dreadful fen- 
tence being put in execution. A man, 
indeed, muſt have uncommon addreſs, and 
no ſmall ſhare of caution, to carry on an 

intrigue 
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intrigue of that kind, though on the part of 
the women of this country he mk an. 
want for encouragement. 

It muſt, however, be n 4 ho 
means which the Moors employ for the 
prevention of intrigues, very often tend to 
the encouragement of them. By dreſſing 
themſelves in the female habit, men may 
very eaſily paſs the ſtreets unobſerved, as 
they may reſt aſſured they will not be ad- 
dreſſed or even looked at by the Moors; 
and if they contrive to call at the houſe 
when the maſter is from home, they need 
be under no apprehenſions of being de- 
tected when he returns. If he ſees a ſtrange 
woman's ſlippers at the door of his Ha- 
REM, he concludes it is a female neighbour, 
and never approaches the room till the ſlip- 
pers are removed. 

The dreſs of the opulent females among 
the Moors is ſimilar to that of the em- 
peror's ladies, differing only in the value 
of the materials. Thoſe of the inferior 
claſs wear linen drawers, and over them a 
coarſe woollen frock, tied round the waiſt 


with 
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with a band. They plait the hair in two 
folds; from the upper part of the head all 
the way down behind, wearing over it a 
common ' handkerchief. tied cloſe to the 
head, and When they 80 out ee wear the 
KAICE. | 
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CHAP. XIIL 


Duplicity of the Emperor. — Plan of the Au- 
thor to effect his Emancipation—unſucceſſ= 
of Application through another Channel. 
Curious Preſent from the Emperor.— 

Striking Inſtance of Tyranny. — Perſonal 


Application to the Emperor. —Traits of 


Deſpotiſm.—The Emperor's Diſpatches ob- 
tained. — Commiſſions from the Ladies in the 
HaREM.—Anecdotes of an Enghſh Mu- 
latto—fourney to BULUANE — Deſcrip- 


tion of that Fortreſs.—Singular Mode of 


paſſing the River. — Arrival at SALLEE— 
at TANGIER.—Preſent from the Em- 
peror. Return to Gibraltar. 


EN days having elapſed ſince my 
firſt attendance on LALLA ZARA, 
the emperor deſired my patient to acquaint 
him what effect the medicines had pro- 
duced; and being informed that ſhe was 


apparently in a ſtate of recovery, he ſent 


into the HAREM a doubloon piece, wrapped 
| ; | up 
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up in one corner of a ſilk handkerchief, 


and ordered the lady to preſent me with it 
as a compliment for the ſervice I had already 


rendered her, accompanied with ſplendid 


ptomiſes, if I ſucceeded in reſtorin Sh her to 
perfect healtn. 

Little reflection was requiſite to convince 
me, that theſe manœuvres had an aim and 
tendency very different from that of ful- 


filling the emperor's engagements relative 


to my return. It required, therefore, ſome 


conſideration to determine, whether it would 


be moſt prudent to continue my attendance, 
or exert myſelf immediately with redoubled 


vigour to accompliſh my emancipation. 


The latter mode of conduct I reſolved upon, 
for the following reaſons. 

In the firſt place, I had been abſent from 
the garriſon much longer than was originally 
intended by government; it was, therefore, 
impoſſible to ſay how far the protraction 
of my reſidence in Morocco might inter- 


fere with the arrangements of my ſuperiors, 


or affect the ſervice. Secondly, every Eu- 


ropean with whom I converſed, or corre- 
ſponded, adviſed me by all means to em- 


brace 
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brace the firſt opportunity of returning 3 
ſince, though my patient was for the pre- 
ſent in a recovering ſtate, yet, from the 
caprice and ignorance of the Moors, there 
was ſome reaſon to apprehend that ſhe 
might tire of her medicines; and conſider- 
ing the matter in the moſt favourable point 
of view, ſuppoſing ſhe could be relieved 
entirely from her complaint, it was not 
improbable that the women, who had been 
the original occaſion of her illneſs, upon 
obſerving her recovery, might, with the 
ſame diabolical malignity which induced 
them to adminiſter the firſt doſe of poi- 
ſon, be inclined to avail themſelves of my 
attendance, and injure her conſtitution a 
ſecond time; while all the ill conſequences 
would infallibly be attributed to my treat- 
ment. The age and infirmities of the em- 
peror alſo rendering my ſituation very pre- 
carious, determined me to employ the ear- 
lieſt opportunity in effecting my eſcape ; 
and the following was the plan which ap- 
peared to * the moſt probable * 
ceſs. 

1 told my patient that I had brought 


with 
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with me very little more medicine than 
was ſufficient for the cure of Mur EY AB- 
SULEM;. and that thoſe which I had ad- 
miniſtered to her were the few which had 
not been uſed; that as they muſt neceſſarily 
foon be exhauſted, and as my attendance on 
her without medicines could anſwer no 
purpoſe whatever, I would recommend her, 
for her own ſake, to adviſe the emperor to 
ſend me to Gibraltar for a' freſh ſupp 
« Ah!” exclaimed the lady, © there is no 
« occaſion for your going, the emperor can 
« write to the conſul for them.” For a 
reply of this kind I was not wholly unpre- 
pared; and as I had found it neceſſary to act 
a part on this occaſion, I determined to go 
through with it, and reluctantly to play the 
empiric, by informing my patient that the 
compoſition of theſe medicines was known 
to no perſon but myſelf; and therefore to 
write for them would be totally uſeleſs. 
This ſtatement appeared unanſwerable, and 
my plan was fo far crowned with ſucceſs. 
An application, on my account, was im- 
mediately made to the emperor by all the 
principal women, whom LALLA ZARA 
„ ä 5 had 
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had engaged in her ſervice for that pur- 
poſe. 

The emperor, however, whoſe diſcern- 
ment had been excellent in his youth, and 
whoſe intelle& was at intervals as YISOrPUS 
as ever, was not to be impoſed on. He 
promiſed the women more than he ever 
intended to perform, and ten days more 
elapſed, when I found myſelf as near re- 
turning as on my firſt arrival at Morocco. 

Thus baffled in my attempt, though my 
indefatigable female agents repeated their 
application not ſeldomer than twice every 
day, I applied to a German renegado, Who 
{poke the Engliſh language, and who, from 
his ſituation at court, had frequent oppor- 
tunities of ſeeing the emperor privately, and 
intreated of him to procure me a licence to 
depart. But all that he was able to obtain 
in my favour, was a renewal of the ſame 
fair promiſes which had been ſo frequently 
made, and made with the fame fincerity. 
I muſt not omit, however, to relate, that 
in a few days after this application, I re- 
ceived from the emperor a preſent of two 
horſes, accompanied with a poſitive aſſu- 

Ds: france 
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rance of being diſpatched —_—y 
home. 

One of the horſes was young, but was in 
ſo wretched and emaciated a ſtate, that he 
appeared better calculated to afford food 
for the canine race, than to prove of any 
utility to a traveller. The other, it, muſt 
be confeſſed, was not in fo ftarved and 
miſerable a condition, but then he was 
completely ſuperannuated, and conſequently 
quite as uſeleſs as his companion. He had 
been prefented to the emperor in the morn- 
ing by a poor man, who, for ſome trifling 
diſgrace which he had incurred, had brought 
this horfe as an atonement; the man, how- 
ever, was committed to priſon, and in the 
_ afternoon the horſe was preſented to me. 
Before I could get thefe unparalleled 
8 courſers out of the walls of the palace, 1 
was ſtopped by the porters of four gates, 
who each demanded a hard dollar as a per- 
quiſite annexed to their places. On my 
arrival at home, two deputy maſters of 
horſe alſo came to my apartment for a pre- 


ſent for themſelves, and for their chief; fo - 


that the reader may eaſily judge how far 
I was 
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I was a gainer by the emperor's munifi- 
cencel | 

After this circumſtance; ſeveral days hav- 
ing elapſed without any proſpect of accom- 
pliſhing my wiſhes, I was adviſed by an 
European, who had come from MocopokE 
to Morocco upon buſineſs; as the ſureſt 
means of ſucceeding, to ſeize the firſt op- 
portunity that offered of the emperor's 
appearing in public, which he ſeldom did ſs 
as to be ſeen by ſtrangers, and; truſting 
no longer to other agents, at once aſk his 
majeſty for my diſpatches. Fortunately, 
as I thought, the emperor afforded me 
an opportunity of ſeeing him the follow-- 
ing day; and, though the ſoldiers would 
not allow me to approach him fo near as 
to enable me to ſpeak to him, yet I took 


care to place myſelf in a conſpicuous ſitu- 


ation; but after continuing about half an 
hour; he retired without taking the leaſt 
notice of me, or even appearing to obſerve 
me: - | | 
The emperor, upon this occaſion; was 
in one of his open courts on horſeback, 
with a large umbrella ſuſpended over his 
Bd head 
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head by a ſoldier of the negro infantry, 
who was ſtanding in front of the horſe ; 
while two other attendants were on each 
ſide, and with pieces of filk fixed to a cane, 
were, by an eaſy but conſtant motion, guard- 
ing off the flies from the emperor's face. 
'The miniſters of ſtate were placed i in front, 
and behind them were about a hundred 
foot ſoldiers in different diviſions, forming 
altogether a kind of creſcent. Some of 
theſe troops were armed with muſquets, 
which they held in a ſtiff manner cloſe to 
their bodies, with the muzzles pointed per- 
pendicularly, while others had no weapon 
of defence but thick clubs. 

The ſovereign being at this moment in 
a good e was converſing with his 
miniſters; and, as my interpreter informed 
me, he was boaſting to them of the mighty 
actions which the Moors had performed 
againſt the Chriſtians; remarking, that his 
predeceſſors had deprived them of nearly all 
the places they had formerly poſſeſſed in 
Barbary, and that he had the ſatisfaction of 
having taken MAZ AG AN from the Portu- 
gueze. The miniſters entered very little 


further 
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further into the converſation than to repeat 
at the concluſion. of each ſentence, ALLIA 
coRMUs S1D1! in Engliſh, May God pre- 
ſerve the king! which was communicated 
to the neareſt party of ſoldiers, and from 
thoſe to the next, till they made the palace 
echo with their voices. 

My ill ſucceſs upon this occaſion did not 
deter me from making an experiment 
upon another favourable opportunity which 
offered, after the lapſe of a few days. I 
then had influence enough with the ſol- 
diers to allow me to approach ſo very near 
the emperor's perſon, as rendered it utterly 
impoſſible for him to avoid obſerving me, 
though not ſufficiently cloſe to enable me 
to ſpeak to him. A meſſenger was conſe- 

quently diſpatched by the ſovereign to 
know (uſing his own expreſſion) what the 
Chriſtian wanted. I returned for anſwer, 
that I came to thank his majeſty for the 
honour he had conferred on me, by pre- 
ſenting me with the two horſes, at the ſame 
time, to remind him of his royal promiſe to 
ſend me immediately home. In conſe- 


quence of his attention on firſt ſeeing me, 
| Dad 3 I expected. 
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expected every moment to be ordered 
into his immediate preſence, but in that 
reſpect I was diſappointed; for, after con- 
verſing near half an hour with his miniſters, 
he retired, and left me in the ſame ſtate of 
ſuſpence which I had a few days before 
experienced. The emperor was on horſe- 
back, and was endeavouring to explain to 
his auditors the beauties of various parts of 
the Koran, and laid a particular ſtreſs on 
thoſe paſſages which teach the followers of 
Mahomet to deteſt the Chriſtians. 

duch repeated diſappointments, after hav- 
ing exerted myſelf to the utmoſt in every 
mode I could deviſe, it muſt be allowed 
were ſufficient to induce me to conſider my 
ſituation as deſperate ; and I felt myſelf 
totally at a loſs what further ſteps could be 
adopted in this very critical ſituation. The 
uneaſineſs I experienced at this moment 
was happily not of long continuance, for 
the day following the German renegado 
brought me the emperor's letter of diſpatch, 
conſiſting merely of a few lines addreſſed 
to the governor of TANGIER, ordering him 

ta 
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to permit me to embark, with my two 
horſes, for Gibraltar; i.e. 

The reader will too eaſily antici pate the 
extreme pleaſure I felt at the idea of ſhortly 
leaving a country where I had experienced 
ſuch a continued ſeries of ingratitude, diſap- 
pointment, and uneaſineſs, to render it at 
all neceſſary for me to enlarge upon that 
topic., It will. be ſufficient to fay, that I 
loſt- no time in making the neceſſary pre- 
parations for the journey, and in availing 
myſelf of the earlieſt opportunity to take 
my leave of the ladies in the HAREM, moſt 
carefully avoiding to communicate to them 
the contents of the emperor's letter. Had 
they known, indeed, that I was not to return, 
it is probable they would have employed 
the ſame influence for my detention, which 
they had before exerted in favour of my 
liberation, and moſt likely with greater 
ſucceſs. 

It is humiliating and unpleaſant in the 
higheſt degree to ſtoop to deception upon 
any occaſion; to be obliged, therefore, in 
jones to myſelf, and for my own perſonal 

Dd 4 | W 
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ſafety, to carry on a ſyſtematical plan of 
duplicity, was not the leaſt of the hard- 
thips to which I was compelled to ſubmit 
in this country. T could not, however, 
now retreat; and, as I knew that Gibraltar 
furniſhed many articles which were not to 
be procured in Barbary, IJ made an offer of 
my ſervices to the ladies; and received the 
following commiſſions, for the faithful ex- 
ecution of which, on my return from Gib- 
raltar, I was obliged to pledge myſelf. 

For LALLA BATOOM, the Queen of 
the HAREM, a ſet of clic but rely ſmall 
cups and faucers. 

For LAELA Dovyaw, the emperor's 
favourite wife, a neat mahogany tea-board, 
with four ſhort feet, to have two drawers, 
and to be elegantly ornamented with glaſſes; 
a ſet of very ſmall Indian cups and ſaucers; 
a ſet of different kinds of perfumed waters. 

For LALLA ZARA, my patient, nine 
yards of yellow, the ſame of crimſon, and 
the ſame of cochineal coloured damaſks; 
the ſame quantities and colours in ſattins; 
one dozen of Indian 201 and ſaucers; one 


4 5 hundred 
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hundred large red beads; one cheſt of tea 


and ſugar; a large quantity of Coles and 
nutmegs. 
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For one of the concubines, a large portion 
of different coloured ſattins and filks; a 
variety of handſome pearls ; a ſet of Indian 

cups and faucers; two ſmall mahogany 
boxes for cloaths; two japanned tea-boards, 
the one to be white and the other yellow. 

For another concubine, ſome perfumed 
| waters; a mahogany bedſtead and polts; a 
green Dutch box. 

For LAL LA TAL BA, a prieſteſs, a kad 
ſome preſent, which ſhe leaves to my taſte 
and choice, 7 | 

For the daughter of Mürl EX Hastm, a 
mahogany cheſt with two drawers; A flaſk 
of lavender water. 


For LALLA ZARA's nurſe, twelve large 
red beads. 


For two of the eunuchs, each a Glver 
watch. 

Theſe commiſſions may tub appear 
too trifling to deſerve inſertion; but I have 
brought them forward to the reader only 
becauſe theſe little circumſtances frequently 

diſplay 
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diſplay the peculiar taſte, the manners, the 
genius of a country, much better than thoſe 
weighty and important tranſactions in which 
the paſſions common to human nature muſt 
be intereſted, and in which, of conſequence, 
all people in ſimilar circumſtances muſt act 
and feel alike. 

It would haye required no ng ſum of 
money to purchaſe all theſe articles; and 
even when that obſtacle was removed, there 
would ariſe one ſtill greater from the diffi- 
culty of tranſportation in this country. As 
MoRocco is an inland city, I was entirely 
precluded from the ſafeſt and eaſieſt of 
carriages; and by land, many of the ar- 
ticles were ſo cumberſome and weighty, 
that in the bad roads it would have been 
impracticable to employ mules. I ſhould 
therefore have been reduced to the neceſſity 
of hiring camels, the expence of which, 
joined to that of the commiſſions, would 
conſequently have been enormous. 

Having ſupplied LALLA ZARA with 
the few medicines which remained, and 
taken my final leave of the HAR EM, my 
next object was to find out a new inter- 


preter, 
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preter, ſince the perſon whom I had pro- 
cured at MogGopoRE, had it not in his 
power to accompany me to TAN GIER. In 
his place I fixed upon a mulatto, who was 
born a Chriſtian in one of the Engliſh Weſt f 
India Iſlands, and upon coming to Mogo-. 
DORE as a ſeaman in an Engliſh veſſel, 
was immediately, on account of his com- 
plexion, claimed by the Moors as a country- 
man. They committed him immediately 
to priſon, and, by the influence of hard 
uſs ge, at length compelled him to become 
a convert to their religion. This man, 
who is between ſixty and ſeventy years of 
age, has been in the country about ſeven 
years, and was occaſionally employed in the 
public works by the late emperor. He 
can ſpeak the Engliſh, French, Spaniſh, 
Italian, and Arabic languages, but. the 
Engliſh is moſt familiar to him. 

The horſe preſented to me by Mur Ex 
ABSULEM I mounted myſelf, and made my 
interpreter ride thoſe of the emperor alter- 
nately, that I might give them every poſſi- 
ble chance of reaching TANGIER alive, in 
caſe I could not diſpoſe of them on the 

| | road, 
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road. Theſe, with three horſe ſoldiers 
allowed by the emperor, two mules for my 
| baggage, and a muleteer to take charge of 
them, formed the whole of my e on the 
journey. N 
3 departed from Morocco on the 
12th of February 1790, and in three days 
arrived at the caſtle of BuLvane, which 
is a journey of about eighty miles, conſiſt- 
ing of an uninterrupted feries of wild, 
uncultivated heath. This caſtle was the 
firſt piece of architecture which offered 
itſelf to our view fince we left Morocco; 
the country being very thinly inhabited 
by only a few Arabs, who live in tents, 
In theſe pounaRs or encampments I en- 
deavoured, on the ſcore of N „ to 
pitch my tent. 

The caſtle is ſituated on the ſummit of 
a very bigh and rugged hill, forming on its 
Northern ſide a ſteep precipice, at the bot- 
tom of which runs a deep and rapid river, 
named the MoRBEYA, which I had previ- 
ouſly paſſed at its termination in the ocean at 
AZ AMORE. As a piece of architecture this 
caſtle has no recommendation but the 
ſtrength of its ; walls: it is inhabited by ſome 
Negroes 
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Negroes who were baniſhed to this place, at 
the time when the late einperor thought 
proper to diſband a conſiderable portion of 
his black troops; intending, by that means, 
to prevent their raiſing a mutiny or rebellion 
in the country, to which, as I have inti- 
mated, they are always inclined. To diſ- 
poſe of them in this manner, therefore, 
was ſound policy, as, though they were out 
of the way of miſchief for the preſent, they 
might eaſily be emboaied upon any preſſing 
emergency. 

The eminent Gtuation of: this n 
the ſteep and rugged precipice, the depth 
and rapidity of the. river below, with the 
wildneſs of the neighbouring country, fill 
the mind with a mixture of admiration and 
ſublime horror. But what attracted my 
attention more than any other circumſtance, 
was the mode in which they paſs this 
dangerous river. At AZAMORE, SALLEE, 
NMAMORA, LARACHE, &c. where the rivers 
are too deep to be forded, the traveller is 
ferried over; and yet at this part, though 
at no very great diſtance from any of the 

above places, the people are totally ignorant 
what 
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What kind of a machine a boat is. What 
is ſtill more remarkable, the firſt people of 
the country, who are obliged to paſs this 
river in their way from Morocco to all 
the Northern provinces, and who are as 
well acquainted with the uſe of boats as the 
Europeans, are content to ſubmit to the 
crazy ſubſtitute which they find here, rather 
than impart to the inhabitants of the r 
this eaſy piece of information. 

The mode in which theſe people 3 
the river, ſerved to remind me of a puerile 
amuſement, in which moſt boys at one 
period or other have taken delight. A 
raft is formed of eight ſheep ſkins, filled 
with air, and tied together with ſmall cords; 
a few flender poles are laid over them, to 
which they are faſtened, and this is the only 
means uſed at BULUANE to conduct tra- 
vellers with their baggage over the river. 

As ſoon as the raft is loaded, in other 
words, as ſoon as it is charged with as much 

weight as it will bear without ſinking, a 
man ſtrips, jumps into the water, and ſwims 
with one hand, while he pulls the raft after 
him with the other; and i in the mean time 
a ſecond 
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a ſecond places himſelf behind, puſhing and 
ſwimming in a fimilar manner. The current 
at firſt carries the apparatus a conſiderable 
way down the river, but by the activity of 
the ſwimmers it is ſpeedily extricated, and 
its contents as quickly landed. The horſes, 
mules, &c. having every article removed 
from their backs, are driven in a body to 


the water ſide, where the Moors immedi- 


ately get behind them, and by the violence 
of their ſhouts ſo completely terrify the 
animals, that one or two of them ſpeedily 
take to flight, and ſet the example, by ſwim- 
ming, to the reſt, when they immediately 
follow. 

Four days after leaving this river, We 
arrived at SALLEE, which is about a hun- 
dred and ten miles from BULUANE, and 
one hundred and ninety from Morocco, 
without the occurrence of a circumſtance 
worth relating; the country proving a 
continuance of the ſame uncultivated heath 


as far as MENSOORIA, which has been 


deſcribed in a former part of this Tour. 
SALLEE being the firſt town I had ſeen 
ſince wy departure from MoRoc Oo, which 
* Was 
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was ſeven days, I was happy to avail myſclf 
of my former introduction to the French 
conſul, and remain with him a couple of 
nights. After this agreeable relaxation, I 
departed for TANGIER, where I arrived on 
the 26th of February. 

As it was evident that the horſes which 
had been preſented to me by the emperor, 
were not worth the expence of exportation, 
and indeed ſeemed ſcarcely able to encounter 
the journey, I took every opportunity that 
offered on the road to diſpoſe of them, but 
my efforts were not attended with ſucceſs; 
and by the time I arrived at MamoRa, 
they were ſo completely tired, that they 
would certainly have died had I uſed them 
another day. I therefore found it neceſſary 
to leave them in the care of a Venetian 
gentleman who reſided at MAM ORA, with 
a requeſt to diſpoſe of them in the beſt 
manner he could; and, as I did not like to 
loſe the advantage of the order for embar- 
kation, which is always to be conſidered as 
very valuable, ſince no horſes are exported _ 
but by an expreſs order of the emperor, 
under his fign manual, I requeſted this 
gentleman 
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gentleman to purchaſe for me two of the 
beſt that were to be procured in the pro- 
vince, and to ſend them after me to TAN- 
GIER; but they unfortunately did not arrive 
in time. 

In about a fortnight after my arrival at 
TANGIER, an order came down from the 
emperor, defiring the governor to purchaſe, 
at the expence of his royal treaſury, two 
. oxen, ten ſheep, ten milch goats with their 
kide, a hundred fowls, and a large propor- 
tion of fruit and vegetables of every deſcrip- 
tion. Theſe articles were to be preſented 
to me as, from the emperor, in return for 
my attendance on LALLA ZARA] and I 
was to be allowed permiſſion to embark 
them, free of all duty, for Gibraltar. The 
ſame order brought likewiſe a requeſt 
from the emperor, that I would engage 
to ſend my patient a freſh ſupply of 
medicines. EW 
On the 27th of March I arrived at Gib- 
raltar.—It would be trifling with my reader 
to deſcribe my feelings on the firſt view of 
a = 8 by Engliſh laws, and decos 

Be rated 
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rated by Engliſh manners. My ſenſations, 
indeed, may be more eaſily conceived than 
they can be expreſſed. Let it ſuffice to 
fay, that no wretch, eſcaped from the 
gloomy horrors of a dungeon, could ex- 
perience more lively pleaſure on firſt con- 
templating the light of day, than I felt on 
the firſt view of an Engliſh garriſon. 
As the communication between the gar- 
riſon and Barbary was not open at the time 
of my arrival, the preſent of the emperor 
proved more valuable than I at firſt con- 
ceived it. It is obvious, however, that its 
amount, and indeed the total of all which I 
received during my reſidence in the country, 
could ſcarcely be more than adequate to my 
expences; much leſs could it be conſidered as 
a compenſation for the great riſk, the trou- 
ble, and the anxiety which I had encounter- 
ed. I had been under the neceſſity of draw- 
ing upon the conſul for conſiderable ſums, 
beſides what I received through other chan- 
nels; ſo that I returned from my expedition 
with my . curioſity ſatisfied, my mind, I 
truſt, in ſome degree enlightened, as far as 
ms 
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the obſervation of a different country, and 
different manners, ſerves to improve our 
ſtock of knowledge; but, in 4 pecuniary 
view, I certainly datum very little better 
hows Wt Went. 
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CHAP. xi. 


Return of the A athor fo 1 r- TUAN. 
' —Town and Buildings—Port.— Preſent 
State of the Empire of Morocco under 
 Mutey YaziD—Anecdetes relative to 
his Acceſſion, —MuLeEy VAZ ID ſent to 
Mecca by his Father — his Return—takes 
Refuge in a Sanftuary.—State of the late 
Emperor. — Death of S101 MAHOMET.— 

. Diſſention among the Princes —<MULEY 
HasEM proclaimed Emperor —retracts his 
Pretenſions. — Anecdote relative to Mul EY 
ABDRAHAMAN—curious Letter from him 
to MuLEY YAzZID.—His Submiſſion.— 
Peaceable Eſtabliſbment of Mul EY Y Az1D. 
| —Depredations of the Arabs. — Perſecution 
of the Fews.—Death of ALCAIDE AB- 
BAS. Character of MULEY Y AzZID. 


OON after my arrival at Gibraltar, 
I was prevailed upon to digeſt and 
arrange the notes and obſervations which I 


had made durin g my reſidence in Barbary, 
4 | | and 


4 
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and to publiſh propoſals for a narrative of 
m Tour. In theſe propoſals, having en- 
gaged to relate the particulars of the em- 
peror's death, and of his ſon's ſucceſſion, 
and being deſirous of procuring every infor- 
mation that could ſerve to complete my 
Account of the empire of Mokocco, I 
obtained leave of abſence for a ſhort time 
from the garriſon for the purpoſe, and was 
induced from that motive to pay a ſecond 
viſit to TAN GIER. It would be- uſeleſs 
to detain the reader with any further de- 
ſcription of that place, T ſhall therefore 
only obſerve, that after diligently collecting 
all the information, political or otherwile, 
that I could procure, I availed myſelf of the 
opportunity of viſiting TeTvan, which 
the new Emperor had once more opened 
to the reſort of Chriſtians; and which 1 
had long, with much W deſired to 
ſee. 

The city of Tervan is very pleaſantly 
ſituated' at the opening of the Straits into 
the Mediterranean; it is built on a riſing 
ground between two ranges of high moun- 
tains, one of them forming a part of the 

| E e 3 leſſer 
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leſſer ATLAS. It lies about ten leagues to 
the Eaſt of Taxeixz, and commands 2 
very beautiful proſpect of the Mediter- 
ranean, from which it is diſtant about five 
miles; and the valley near which it 1s 
ſituated is variegated with gardens, plan- 
tations of olives, and vineyards, and is 
ornamented with a river, which takes its 
courſe directly through its centre. | 
The barren and gloomy. appearance of | 
the lofty mountains, which ſeem almoſt to 
project oyer each ſide of the town, con- 
traſted with the beautiful verdure with 
which it is immediately ſurrounded, the 
diſtant view of the ſea, and the ſerpentine 
direction of the river, which is navigable 
for ſmall craft as far as MARTEEN, afford 
altogether a ſcene in the higheſt degree 
pictureſque and romantic. So 
The town itſelf is of very 1 
extent, and its walls are flanked in different 
parts with ſquare forts, on which a few 
ſmall pieces. of ordnance are mounted. 
This fortification, however, 1s merely cal- 
culated to defend the place againſt an attack 
from the Arabs, who, when diſcontented, 
8 | ID are 
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are ready to plunder every thing which is 
expoſed to their depredations; but it could 
by no means reſiſt the exertions of a regular 
army. Beſides theſe ſmall forts, there is a 


ſquare caſtle on the ſummit of the hill, 


on which twenty-four pieces of cannon are 
mounted; though this is alſo but a weak 
and ill-conftructed piece of fortification, yet 
from its elevated fituation it commands the 

town in every direction. 
The ſtreets of TETUAN are very nar- 
row, filthy, and many of them are nearly 
arched over by the houſes: Of the inten- 
tion of theſe projections I could form no con- 
ception, unleſs they are meant, by keeping 
off the rays of the ſun, to render the ſtreets 
cooler in the ſummer ſeaſon. If ſo, it muſt 
on the other hand be allowed, that they alſo 
prevent a free circulation of air, which, in 
a hot climate, and in ftreets ſo narrow and 
filthy, muſt be greatly injuriqus to the 
health of the inhabitants. 
Though the houſes have a very mean 
appearance from the ſtreets, yet their apart - 
ments in general are roomy, tolerably con- 
venient, and well furniſhed; and, contrary 
Ee 4 - 10 


11 


* A TOUR TO MOROCCO, . 

to thoſe of TANGIER, are built two ſtories 
high. The E£LCAISSERIA, or fair for the 
diſpoſal of goods, is filled with ſhops, con- 
taining a great variety of very valuable 


articles, both of European and their own 


manufacture. From FZ they, procure the 
articles of that place, as well as thoſe of 
Tunis, -ALGIERS, ALEXANDRIA, and 
Guinea, From Spain and Gibraltar they 


import thoſe of Europe, for which they 


give in return proviſions and fruit of every 
deſcription; of all the towns in the empire, 


therefore, TETUAN may now be conſidered 


as next to Fez in commercial importance. 
As the Mooriſh inhabitants are princi- 
pally merchants on a large ſcale, they are 
opulent, much more poliſhed and acceſſible 
to ſtrangers than thoſe of moſt of the other 


towns in this empire. Their complexions 


are generally fair, and they are altogether a 
well-looking people, On our firſt arrival, 
from the novelty of ſeeing Chriſtians in the 


ton after an excluſion. of nearly twenty 


years, when we walked the ſtreets the people 


_ univerſally ran out of their houſes to look at 


us; and a very conſiderable body of them for 


ſome 
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ſome time followed us wherever we went. 
They, however, by no means offered us any 
kind of inſult ; on the contrary, indeed, being 
informed that we were Engliſh, they ex- 
. preſſed every mark of ſatisfation, and many 
of them invited us to their gardens. The 
Moors were always partial to the Engliſh 
in preference to every other European na- 
tion; they even profeſſed their attachment 
at the very time when the late emperor 
was upon ſuch ill terms with our court; 
and ſince Mul EY VAziIp's acceſſion, they 
have given the moſt unlimited ſcope to the 
expreſſion of their partiality. 

The moſques of TETUAN are very large, 
Numerous, and appear to have by far a 
greater claim to magnificence, than thoſe 
in the other towns of the empire. 

The Jews in this place, previous to the 
late plunder by order of the new emperor, 
were wealthy; they live by themſelves in a 
ſeparate part of the town, where they are 
ſhut out eyery night from the Moors ; their 
women are remarkable for their clearneſs 
of complexion, and the beauty of their 
features, 


The 
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The port of Tęœ r uA is ſituated at about 
two miles diſtance from the ſea, and is 
named MARTEEN; at this place there is, 
however, only a ſingle houſe, which is uſed 
for the purpoſe. of collecting the cuſtoms. : 
As the mouth of the river on which it is 
ſituated is now nearly choaked up with 
ſand, it only admits of ſmall craft; and even 
theſe can proceed no further than MAR 
TEEN, where there are uſually a few of 
the emperor's row-gallies laid up to winter. 

The entrance of the river is defended by 
a high and ſquare tower, on which are 
mounted twelve pieces of cannon. This 
fortification might anſwer the purpoſe of 
preventing the approach of ſmall veſſels, 
but it is by no means calculated to oppoſe 
any conſiderable force. The bay, or more 
properly the road of TETUAN, is formed 
by a high point of land which runs out into 
the ſea a conſiderable diſtance to the Weſt 
of the river, and will only ſhelter veſſels in 
a Weſterly wind; when it veers round to 
the Eaſtward, they are obliged to leave the 
bay, and retire to ſome ſafer port. 

During * continuance at TETUAN, I 

Was 
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was not inattentive to the main object of 
this expedition: but, as the information 
| which I could collect there, was not mate- 
rially different from what I learned at TAx- 
GIER, I ſhall blend the different accounts 
together, and haſten to gratify the reader's 
curioſity, as far as lies in my power, con- 
cerning the ſucceeding events which took 
place in the empire, from the time of my 
leaving Morocco to the aceaſGan of the 
preſent emperor, 

MuLey Yazip, the preſent emperor, 
whoſe mother is the offspring of an Engliſh 
renegado, having incurred, a few years ago, 
his father's diſpleaſure, was ſent on a jour- 
ney to Mxcca, the old emperor hoping, 
that by ſeeing the world he would, in a 
maturer age, reform, and be brought to a 
ſenſe of his duty. 

Upon his approaching the frontiers, about 
four years ago, very ſtrong and ſeemingly 
authentic reports were circulated, that he 
was on his march with a large army to 
dethrone his father. Theſe rumours could 
not fail to affect the old man with con- 
ſiderable anxiety, which, however, was 

afterwards 
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afterwards removed by the retreat of Mu- 
rey YaziD to Tuns, without having 
nn any hoſtile exertions whatever. 

In the ſummer of 1789 the prince pri- 
vately entered the country, and took refuge, 
as has already been intimated, in a fanctuary 
named Mur EY ABsULEM. To this ſacred 
ſpot, whieh is held in great veneration by 
the Moors, he retired as a place of ſafety, 
without any intention of attacking his father, 
but merely to remain there in readineſs to 
declare himſelf, when the emperor's death 
ſhould: take place, which, from his great 
age and infirmities, was evidently an event. 
which could not be very diſtant. Here he 
had no people about him, but three or 
four faithful attendants, and lived a ſtrictly 
retired life, as far removed as can well be 
conceived from that ſtate and conſequence 
which are uſually affected by princes. 
The old emperor, however, conſidered 
his ſon's intentions in a far different point 
of view; and uſed every ſtratagem he could 
invent to draw him out of the ſanctuary, 
but without ſucceſs. 

At one time he wrote him word, that 
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if he would come to court, he would rein- 
ſtate him in his affections, and acquieſce 
in every demand he would make; or, if he 
choſe to leave the country, he would allow 
him ſufficient to live in Turkey, or at 
| Mxcca, reſpected as a prince. On another 
occaſion he threatened to attack him, pull 
down the ſanctuary, and take him away by 
force. To all theſe letters, the prince, by 
the prudent advice of his mother, with 
whom he kept up a private correſpondence, 
always evaded giving a poſitive anſwer. 
He aſſured his father of his affection, duty, 
and the purity of his intentions; and, with. 
out refuſing to acquieſce in his wiſhes, ſent 
ſome excuſe or other, explaining why he 
could not for the preſent comply, but pa 
miſing that he would ſoon. 

It is difficult to conjecture, whether 
the emperor would have uſed any vio- 
lence towards his fon, in caſe he had 
repaired to court. But it is well known, 
that the old monarch wiſhed particularly, 
that Mul xX ABSULEM might be his ſuc- 
ceflor, and that he had a private diflike 
to MuLEY YAZID; which were ſufficient 

motives _ 
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motives for the prodent conduct of the 
latter: 

The various reports lat were Sidel 
through! the country, and particularly by 
the people at court, that MuLtY VAZ I5BH's 
intentions were hoſtile to his father; and 
the great eſteem in which he knew he was 
held by every individual in the country, 
made the emperor conſider this ſon as a 
very dangerous rival. 

I have already ſo fully repreſented the 
tate in which the emperor was at that 
period, that it would be only a repetition to 
expatiate on it at preſent. It will be ſuf- 
_ ficient to ſay, that, after three or four months 
unſucceſsful negociations, the emperor ſent 
down his ſon Murty HASEM to TAN 
GIER, With an army of fix thoufand Ne- 
groes, which were to be reinforced by men 
drawn from the neighbouring provinces. 
The prince's directions were, to offer a 
conſiderable reward from the emperor to the 
perſons who had the care of the ſanctuary; 
if they would ſurrender or expel Mur E 
Yazip ; but if they refuſed to comply 


| with - 
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with this requeſt, he was to pull down the 
ſanctuary, to ſeize Mul EY YAaz1p, and put 
every man, woman, and child, in the neigh- 
bourhood, to the ſword. This ſanguinary 

_ edict, however, the $KAR1Fs had fpirit. or 
enthuſiaſm enough to reſiſt ; and MorEv 
HAs EM, not having ſecured the confidence 
of his troops, was afraid to attack his 
brother. When they were encamped at 
TANGIER; he did not even venture to ſleep 

among them, but at night always retired 
to the caſtle. 

Diſguſted with this fruitleſs attempt, the 
emperor called his ſon a coward and a 
trifler; and immediately ordered ALCAIDE 

 ABBAs, the commander in chief of the 
black army, and the beſt officer in his ſer- 
vice, to ſuperſede MuLEvy HasEM in the 
command. ABBAS carried a conſiderable 

reinforcement to the army already at TAx- L 
GIER, and was ſoon after joined by MuLEY 

SLEMMA, the reigning emperor's full bro- 


* Je page 220, where this order of the late emperor 
reſpecting MuLey VAZI D, and the SHARIFs reaſons for 
not obeying it, are fully explained. | 


ther. 
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ther. Theſe two officers were directed to 
encamp near the ſanctuary, and wait there 
till joined by the emperor himſelf, with a 
conſiderable army from the Southward. 

For this purpoſe the emperor left Mo- 
Rocco on the agth March 1790, and tra- 
velled on horſeback. At the time he was 
paſſing out at the gate of the city, the 
umbrella, which is always carried before 
the emperor, and in that country is the 
diſtinctive mark of royalty, ſuddenly broke 
in two, and the head was carried up in the 
air to a conſiderable height before it fell. 

That the enſign of royalty ſhould be in 
ſo unaccountable a manner broken, at the 
very moment of his departure on a journey, 
upon the ſucceſs of which the fate of his 
empire ſeemed to depend, was an accident 
which the emperor, who was remarkably 
ſuperſtitious, conſidered as a bad omen, and 
he was certain portended ſome calamity 
which was to befal him on the road. 

In conſequence of theſe apprehenſions he 
became remarkably uneaſy, penſive, and 
induſpoſed ; and it is not improbable that. 
this 
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this trifling circumſtance, united to a pre- 


vious weak ſtate of body and mind, con- 
tributed materially to haſten his death. 

From the time of his departure till the 
ſecond of April he made unuſually ſhort 


ſtages; and on that day he ordered letters 


to be written to MuLeEy SLEMMA and 
ALcAIDE ABBAS, in very ſtrong terms 


arraigning the conduct of Mul EY VAZ Ip, 


and directing them to encamp at the bottom 
of the mountain on which the ſanctuary 
was ſituated, and to block it up in ſuch a 
manner, that the prince ſhould not find it 
poſſible' to make his eſcape. Soon after 
the ſigning of theſe letters, he complained 
of a pain in his head and ſtomach, and was 
ſeized with vomiting. He continued, there- 
fore, for the ſpace of two days, without 
being able to proceed on his journey. On 
the 5th of April, as he found himſelf unable 
to ride on horſeback, he ordered his people 
to place him in his litter, and commanded 
his own phyſician to accompany him. 
When he halted on his journey, in the 


evening, he was vifited by a large body of 


people, who came to pay their refpects to 
Ff him. 


A 
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him. For theſe adventitious viſiters the 
ſovereign ordered a great feaſt to be pre- 
pared]; he taſted of every diſh that was ſent 
to them, and ſoon after complained of a 
pain in his bowels. 

On the following day he proceeded on 
his journey, and in the evening the pains of 
his head and ſtomach were conſiderably 
Increaſed, and were ſoon after followed by 

a vomiting of blood. He now began to 
expreſs a ſenſe. of his approaching diſſolu- 
tion; and, it is ſaid, ordered a letter to be 
written to MuLey YAziD, telling him, 
that he hoped God would forgive, and 
bleſs him; but, as the truth of this . cir- 
cumſtance is diſputed, I give it as a mere 
report. 

His uneaſineſs concerning his ſituation 
did not prevent him from regularly and de- 
voutly performing every part of his ablutions 
and prayers, and fulfilling every ceremony of 
his religion. On the two ſucceeding days 
the emperor took very ſhort journies, and, 
finding he had no proſpect of a recovery, 
he deſired that his women would have him 
carried to Razr, and buried in a vault 


which 
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. which he had built i in his palace for = 
— — | 


On the 11th of April, upon entering the 


town of RABATT, he expired in his” car- 
riage, without ſpeaking a fingle word. The 
news of his death was not made public till 
the following day, when he was buried in 
his palace, agrerably to his orders, with 
all the nn en paid to n rs 
ſonages. 


9 Aesch of the late emperor was cer- 


tainly a moſt fortunate event for the people 
of the Northern provinces, and particularly 
for thoſe who had manifeſted any attach- 
ment to MuLey Yazip. His intention, 
indeed, was no leſs than the total extirpation 
of all the inhabitants; and it is impoſſible 
to foreſee where his cruelties might have 
terminated. On the other hand, it was 
not the intention of Mur EY VAZ ID to 
come to any engagement with his father, 
therefore, as the emperor approached, he 
would have retired, till he had got beyond 

the boundaries of his father's dominions. 
S101 MARHOMET, when he died, was in 
the 81ſt year of his age, and the 33d of his 
F Ff2 reign, 


— 
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reign. His character has already occupied 
ſo large a portion of theſe pages, that it 
would be enfin ſuperfluous to make any 
additions. V 
It is well known that, a few months pre- | 
vious to his death, he was: thoroughly con- 
vinced how. greatly he had fallen a dupe, to 
Spaniſh intrigues. , By bribing the miniſ- 
ters, and obſcuring the mental eye of the 
ſovereign by large and repeated preſents, 
the court of Spain procured leave to export 
great quantities of corn free of duty, the 
cuſtoms of which, at a moderate com- 
putation, would have brought him in five 
times. the value of the preſents he received. 
This indeed was not the only inconvenience 
which the country ſuffered through this im- 
prudent conceſſion; for the drought had been 
ſo exceſſive, the preceding year, that a ſcarcity 
of corn had already taken place, and occaſi- 
oned an univerſal murmur among the people: 
ſo that had the exportation of that article 
been allowed a little time longer, a general fa- 
mine, and conſequently an univerſal rebel- 
lion, muſt have taken place. Beſides this, 
out of Pique to the Engliſh, the Spaniards 
engaged 
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engaged the emperor to refuſe the ſupply- 
ing of Gibraltar with proviſions, by which 
another conſiderable defalcation was made 
in his revenue. Latterly, however, the mo- 
narch was ſo ſenſible of theſe impoſitions, 
that he raiſed the duties upon thoſe provi- 
ſions and corn which the Spaniards ex- 
ported, to ſo immoderate a height, that they 
were obliged to ſend home their veſſels 
empty. 

_ Had he had to this time, it is a mat- 
ter of doubt, whether affairs with Spain 
would have ended only by increaſing the 
duties; for he was ſo entirely irritated by 
their conduct, that it is not improbable 
that a rupture between the two courts 
would have been the conſequence. On the 
other hand, his differences with England, 
from the ſame circumſtances, would have 
been moſt probably adjuſted and ſettled, 
perfectly to the ſatisfaction of our court. 
Indeed he had given directions for that 
_ purpoſe two days previous to his death, 

1 have already mentioned, that in this 
country the ſucceſſion to the empire, though 
reſtricted to the ſame family, is not limited 

24 FEE to 


438 A TOUR 10 MOROCCO, S 


to any particular branch, but depends on 
the influence each of the princes may have 
in the country, and particularly on the 
army. The government may therefore be 
conſidered as partly hereditary, and partly 
elective. Wealth, however, is not the 
only means of obtaining this influence ; for 
MuLzy YAz1D, the reigning emperor, was 
the pooreſt of the royal brothers. wy. 
When the news of the emperor's death | 
reached MuLEy SLEMMA and ALCAIDE 
ABBAS, they certainly fell back with the 
army towards SALLEE; but, whatever they 
might have in view by ſo doing, they could 
meet with no ſupport.” At Morocco, the 
late emperor left his two ſons Murgy 
HAsEM and MuLEey Ovssins entruſted 
with the joint government of that city, 
ordering the inhabitants to pay to the firſt 
prince the ſum of ten thouſand hard dol- 
lars, and the latter five. The partiality, 
however, of the monarch ſo greatly irritated 
MuLty Oussixx, that he diſcharged a 


muſquet at his brother upon ſome caſual _ 
diſpute, but miſſed him. MulEY HASREM, 
who at TANGIER had manifeſted a want 


of 
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of reſolution, intimidated by this conduct 
of his brother, retired, ſhut himſelf up in 
the palace, and left Mut ey OussiNE in full 
poſſeſſion of the whole of the money. | 

As ſoon as MuLty HASEM received in- 
telligence of his father's death, he pub- 
liſhed it to the people of Morocco, at the 
lame time preſenting himſelf as the imme- 
diate heir of the crown. He was ſoon after 
proclaimed by a few mountaineers ; but the 
principal people of the city declaring in 
favour of MuLEVY VAZ ID, MuLEY HAsEM 
was obliged to give up his pretenſions, and 
retire to his late father's houſe. 

MuLzey OussiNE took the firſt oppor- 
tunity of leaving Morocco, and repaired 
to MoLEY ABDRAHAMAN, who reſided 
among the Arabs in the moſt ſouthern part 
of Suz. His motives for this ſtep are dif- 
ferently accounted for. It is by ſome attri- 
| buted to an apprehenſion of the new empe- 
ror's reſentment, on account of the robbery 
he had committedon MuLzy HAsEm ; while 
others allege it was on the ſcore of having 
formerly killed one of Mur EY YaziD's 
children. | 

Ff 4 MurEx 
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MurLEVY ABDRAHAMAN had, during his 
father's life, amaſſed a very conſiderable ſum 
of money, by his induſtry and attention to 
commercial affairs, and was at one time 
in great favour with his father. The old 
man, however, of whoſe immoderate love of 
riches I haye already had occaſipn to ſpeak, 
ſoon became jealous of his ſon's wealth, 
and conſequently deſirous of poſſeſſing it, 
To effect his purpoſe without oppoſition, 
he diſſembled his intentions fo far as to ap- 
point his ſon governor of SALLEE, a place 
of no inconſiderable importance; and, in 
conſequence of this appointment, Mul Ex 
ABDRAHAMAN, haying packed up all his 
money and valuables on mules, in the moſt 
affectionate manner took leave of his father, 
and proceeded on his journey, He had not, 
however, long-proceeded in peace, before the 
emperor ſent a large detachment of troops 
after him, with orders to ſtrip him of every 
article in his poſſeſſion ; which they fo ef- 
fectually accompliſhed, . that they left him 
maſter only of an old ruſty piſtol. While 
the prince, naturally irritated by ſuch un- 
worthy treatment, made a raſh but moſt 
| ſolemn 
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ſolemn vow, that he would never ſee his 
father's face again; and he immediately re- 
tired to the mountains in Suz, where he 
has continued ever ſince. ; 

The emperor endeavoured to oerfuade 
| his ſon to return to court, by offering him 
large preſents of money, and by the moſt 
ſplendid promiſes; but the prince always 
anſwered, that he never could comply with 
his father's requeſt, as he was convinced 
his word was not to 'be truſted. Upon 
which the old monarch included him in 
the curſe he had uttered againſt MuLEY 
YAZID. 


When the emperor's death came to be 


known in Suz, forty thouſand Arabs im- 
mediately tendered their ſpontaneous ſer- 


vices to aſſiſt MuLEY ABDRAHAMAN in 


aſcending the throne, and in reſiſting the 
pretenſions of MuLEy YAZ1D ; and it was 
generally expected that he would have made 
the attempt, as the following letter was 
received from him by the new emperor 
while he reſided at Fez. I inſert it as a 


ſpecimen of Mooriſh compoſition and of 


Mooriſh politeneſs. 
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„ I have heard of my father's death, 
< and that you have left the ſanctuary, and 
« call yourſelf emperor. —Go to your hole, 

e you rat, or meet me at Morocco; where 


I will convince you, that Fez is not a 
i So” for an emperor.” 


Though this was the os: prldtoe,: in 
whoſe power it was to make any ſerious 
oppoſition to MuLEY YAz1D; yet he has 
fince given up that intention, written a let- 
ter of congratulation and ſubmiſſion to the 
new emperor, and made an offer of his ſer- 
vices. Thus amidſt ſo many difficulties, and 
with ſo many competitors, all of them con- 
fidering themſelves as equally entitled to 
the ſucceſſion, was Mol EY YAzi1p ſeated 
on the throne without the ſhedding of a 
drop of blood, and almoſt as peaceably as in 
the beſt-regulated ſtate in Europe. 

If we look back on the changes of maſters 
which this empire had previouſly experi- 
enced, I believe we ſhall ſcarcely find an 
inſtance where affairs have been ſettled ſo 
ſucceſsfully and happily as on this occa- 
ſion. The only diſturbances that have taken 

8 place 
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place fince the late emperor's death ate 
ſome predatory incurſions of the Arabs into 
the ſouthern provinces, who, under a pre- 
tence of ſupporting Mul EY HASREM, have 
plundered Morocco, and obliged the Chriſ- 
tians and Jews to take ſhelter in the caſtle. 
 MocGopokt was ſaved by being fo well 
| fortified, and by the great exertions of the 

_ governor and inhabitants. The country, 
however, adjacent to thoſe. places, even as 
far as SALLEE, was in ſuch a ſtate of con- 
fuſton that travelling became totally imprac- 
ticable for a conſiderable time. 

The town of DAR BEevypa, which is 
garriſoned by about an hundred and fifty 
Negroes, who on ſeveral occaſions - had 
made themſelves diſagreeable to the ſur- 
rounding Arabs, nearly ſhared the ſame fate 
as Morocco. As ſoon as the emperor's 
death was made known there, the Arabs 
bought up all the powder and ball that was 
in the town, before the inhabitants were 
aware of their intentions. For balls, which 
were uſually fold at the price of eight or 
nine for a blanquil, the Arabs now con- 
ſented to purchaſe at the rate of two blan- 

quils 
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quils each, and at laſt they completely ſtrip- 
ped the town of all its ſmall ammunition. 
Having effected this firſt ſtep, they afſembled 
in-great numbers in the — of 
the town, armed with muſquets. 

The governor, alarmed at the appearance 
of ſo conſiderable a body of Arabs, went 
out; with fifty ſoldiers, and demanded of 
them their intentions in thus tumultuouſly 
aſſembling together. They replied, that as 
the country and town people were both 
equally ſubjects of the empire, it became 
neceſſary that deputations from each party 
ſhou!d meet in the town, to determine upon 
the perſon proper to de elected their ſove- 
reign. | 

In return, the governor anſwered, that 
be had no objection whatever to a few of 
their principal people coming into the town, 
for the purpoſe. they mentioned; but that 
he could not ſee any reaſon why ſo many 
perſons ſhould on ſuch an occaſion be col- 
lected together, and preſent themſelves in a 
hoſtile ſtate againſt a city of the empire. To 
this obſervation the Arabs did not con- 
n to * but infiſted upon being 

admitted 
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admitted into the town; and were as obſti- 
nately refuſed. After ſome parlying, how- 
ever, they promiſed to diſperſe, if the 
governor would pay them two thouſand 
dollars. This he refuſed, obſerving, that in 
making this demand they were treating the 
inhabitants of the town like. Jews ; and that 
they muſt diſperſe, or take the conſe- 
quence. A reply of this nature was calcu- 
lated to enrage inſtead of conciliating the 
Arabs, and they began to ſet the huts on 
fire, and at the ſame time continued to ad- 
vance towards the town. ' 2 40 
Their force at this period was increaſing 
almoſt every moment, by numbers who 
came down from the mountains; and the 
governor, apprehending immediate danger 
to the town, privately diſpatched a meſſen- 
ger to the inhabitants, cautioning them to 
be on their guard againſt the Arabs, and at 
the ſame time announcing that he had ng 
opportunity of retiring himſelf. 
As the town had been previouſly cleared 
of its flints, powder, and ball, it is impoſ- 
fible to deſcribe the conſternation of the 
people. To add to their diſtreſs, ſome ſmall 
$M ve 
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veſſels, which had ammunition on board, had 
the day before been unfortunately driven, 
by bad weather, out of the bay, and the 
town appeared deſtitute of every reſource. 
The Spaniſh houſe, however, which was 
ſettled at DAR BzyDa, and had very con- 
ſiderable property in the place, adviſed the 
inhabitants to cloſe the gates immediately, 
and to mount on the wall fronting the 
enemy an old twelve pounder, which was 
without a carriage, and was the only piece 
of ordnance in the place. At the ſame 
time they offered three dollars to every man, 
who would aſſiſt in defending the ramparts. 
Having mounted the gun on the wall, they 
were ſtill at a loſs for one of the moſt ma- 
terial articles, viz. powder; there was ſome in 
the magazine, but the governor was on the 
outſide, and had the key in his cuſtody. The 
Spaniards adviſed them by all means, upon 
ſuch a preſſing emergency, to break open the 
door of the magazine, which they immedi- 
ately did, and with powder only fired off 
their piece of cannon among the Arabs. 
An attack ſo unexpected upon the Arabs, 
who had flattered themſelves that there 
| was 
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was neither a gun or powder in the place, 
put them for ſome time into the utmoſt 
conſternation, and they began to diſperſe. 
But upon finding that no perſon was wound- 
ed, they ſoon aſſembled again, with a full 
determination to attack the town. The 
Spaniards now adviſed the inhabitants to 
load the piece with a. ball, which they by 
accident found, and fire it directly among 
them. This manœuvre was attended with 
the moſt brilliant ſucceſs. The Arabs im- 
mediately diſperſed, and gave the governor 
time to re- enter the town with his troops; 
and at length, being ſenſible that they could 
effect nothing by a regular attack, they 
next attempted to take the place by ſtrata- 
gem. For this purpoſe, they divided them- 
ſelves into two parties; one was poſted on 
the right fide of the town, and the other 
on the left. The party on the right fide 
ſent in a deputation to the governor, in- 
forming him that they were friends, and 
requeſting that they might be let into the 
town, to aſſiſt him in conquering thoſe on 
the left, who were enemies, from whom 
they had deſerted. This propoſal, how- 


ever, 
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ever, was obſtinately refuſed on the part of 
the governor, who defired them to keep at 
a diſtance, or take the conſequence ; upon 
this the two parties again united, and en- 
deavoured to ſurpriſe * town on _ water 
e 

The veſſels, which boi e FU ,out 
the day before, returning about this time, 
powder, balls, and a few ſmall pieces 
of .cannon, were taken out of them; and 
when the Arabs made their laſt attack, by 
night, the town took the alarm, fired on 
them, and obliged them to retire. The 
following day the pieces of cannon were 
mounted in different parts on the walls 
of the town, which had the deſired effect; 
for the Arabs, finding they had no chance 
of ſucceſs, diſperſed totally, and went to 
their different homes. For ſome time after 
this circumſtance, not one of them was 
permitted to enter the town, but upon con- 
dition. that he ſhould firſt leave his muſquet 

and ſword on the outſide of the'gate 
The Spaniſh houſe, during this petty 
fiege, ſupplied the late emperor's women, 
who n to de in the town, on this 
occafion, 


A TOUR TO-MOROCCO, te. 44g 
occaſion, with money and other neceſfaries, 
and out of their own ſtores furniſhed corn 
to the inhabitants. The new ſovereign was 
ſo pleaſed with the conduct of the Spa- 
niards, that he ſent them a letter of thanks; 
as well for their zeal in defending the town, 
as for the ſupport they afforded to his fa- 
ther's women: Not ſatisfied, however, with 
the barren return of thanks, he ordered 
them alſo to be repaid the whole of theit 
expences, and ſent them a preſent of two 
lions. 

Theſe were the oiincipel diſturbances 
which took place, in conſequence of the 
late emperor's death. By degrees the ſpi- 
rit for plunder, on the part of the Arabs, 
became leſs general, and the country is now 
in a ſtate of perfect peace and tranquillity. . 

The news of the emperor's death reached 
TANGIER on the 15th of April; upon 
which the governor repaired to the great 
moſque, made a ſhort prayer for the late 
emperor, and proclaimed Mul EY YAziD 
his ſucceſſor. After this ceremony, the 
public crier was placed in a conſpicu- 
ous fituation, where he publicly pro- 
claimed Mul EY YAz1D; in his name de- 

= nouncing 
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nouncing the ſevereſt puniſhment againſt 
any perſon, who ſhould dare to 1. the 
new ſovereign. 

As Mol EY VYAZID had'been end 
both in the church and in the town, the 
conſuls all agreed to write him a letter, 
condoling with him on his father's deceaſe, 
and congratulating him upon his acceſſion 
to the throne. I ſhould have obſerved, 
that the only ceremony attending a new 
emperor's acceſſion to the throne, is a pub- 
lic proclamation in the ſtreets and moſques. 

On the ſucceeding day, which was the 
Mooriſh ſabbath, all the great people of the 
town aſſembled at the moſques, and, with 
greater ceremony than the day before, prayed 

for the ſoul of the deceaſed ſovereign, and 
_ proclaimed MoLEY Yazip his ſucceſſor. 
On the ſamedayallthe Jeweſſes of TANGIER 
were ordered by the governor to repair to 
the caſtle, and lament the late emperor's 
death; which they performed by loud ſhricks 
and lamentations. 

On the 17th, the baſhaw communicated to 
the conſuls a letter, which he had received 
from Mul EYVAzlp at the ſanctuary, where- 
in he ordered the baſhaw to conduct all the 


conſuls 
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conſuls to him with their preſents, under a 
guard of fifteen ſoldiers. On. the ſame day 
a ſalute of twenty-one guns was fired from 
the battery, in conſequence of an order 
having arrived for a general releaſe and par- 
don to all priſoners. 

Seven poor ſharifs or petty princes, who 
brought this order, delivered at the ſame 
time directions to the conſuls to clothe 
them from head to foot at their own ex- 
pence. In conſequence of this, the conſuls 
furniſhed each of them with cloth for a 
cCaftan, with two britannias, and twenty 
dollars; to this, as it was not ſufficient to 
ſatisfy them, they were obliged to add 
a ſtill further ſupply of money. On the 
following day the conſuls. ſet off on 
their journey with the baſhaw, and the 
principal people of the town, both Moors 
and Jews. In the evening, Rzis MusT1 
GALL1, with two other ſea captains, arrived 
at the conſul's camp with a letter from the 
new emperor, inviting them to repair to 
him at TETUAN, and promiſing to renew 
the ancient treatzes of peace and commerce 
with their nations. The captains related, 
that Morzr vVAziIp had left the ſanctuary, 
: Gg 2 and 
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and had made his public entrance into 


Tru the day before. 


On the 19th of April the conſuls akin 
in the evening at TETUAN, where, upon 
entering the gates, they were met by a meſ- 
ſenger, who informed them that the empe- 


ror would giye them audience immediately 


whilſt upon their horſes ; upon which their 
baggage was all ſent away, and the conſuls 
all ranged themſelves in a regular form. Af- 


ter waiting, however, a ſhort time, another 


meſſenger came to acquaint them, that the 
emperor would ſee them the next day. 


the following day, at twelve o'clock at 


noon, the conſuls were ſent for to the em- 
peror's camp, where they found the ſovereign 
on horſeback, in a very rich Turkiſh dreſs, 
and his horſe ornamented with Turkiſh 


| furniture. 


After having aſked their reſpeRtive names 
and titles, the emperor told the conſuls he 
was at peace with the Engliſh and Ra- 
GOUSI, but at war with all the other na- 
tions; whoſe conſuls he allowed only four 
months to retire from his dominions wath 
their property, and ordered them to ſend him 
back * thing which belonged to his 

ſubjects. 
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ſubjects. On the 22d of April, the eon- 


ſuls had their ſecond audience, at which 


each of them brought their ſeparate _ 
ſents. 


| The emperor now told Ra he ns 
main at peace with. all their nations on 


e ſame footing as before, requiring of the 
Spaniards only an ambaſſador within four 


months. At this audience he promiſed the 
conſuls letters to their reſpective courts, ex- 
preſſive of the fame ſentiments ; and af- 
ſured them, that the baſhaw at Tanc1rR 
ſhould make them out, in terms moſt agree- 
able to the conſuls. The ſucceeding day the 
conſuls received orders to return to Tax- 
GIER, at which place the emperor was to 
deliver to them the papers he had promiſed, 


: On. the 25th of the ſame month, the 


emperor arrived at TANGIER, and the day 


following was waited apon by all the con- 


ſuls, to congratulate him on his ſafe arrival, 


The emperor continued at TANGIER till 
the 2gth, during which time he gave pri- 


vate audiences to thoſe conſuls who aſked 
them. He was every day fully employed 
by people who came from the different 
provinces to pay their homage to him. 


Gaz Theſe 
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Theſe were ſuppoſed to amount to no leſs 
than twenty thouſand. The baſhaw of 
TAN GIER, who had the commiſſion to 
write out the letters which the conſuls 
were to ſend home to their reſpective courts, 
behaved in the moſt arbitrary and inſolent 
manner towards thoſe gentlemen. He de- 
manded of fome no leſs than two thouſand, - 
of others fifteen hundred dollars, for the 
trouble he had taken, by interfering in their 
favour with the new ſovereign; at the fame 
time pofitively refuſing to make out or 
deliver the letters till they had either paid 
the ſum he exacted, or given him oY 
for it. 

After the conſults had endeavoured to 
ſatisfy the baſhaw in the beſt manner they 
were able, they at laſt did not receive the 
letters till the day after the emperor's de- 
parture from TANGIER, when they were 
brought to them by the baſhaw's ſecretary, 
and another of his attendants, who not only 
demanded a preſent for themſelves, but alſo 
obliged them to pay an exorbitant price for 
the ſeal on each paper, which the baſhaw 
pretended he had paid to the on, wok of the 
/— || : 

=. The 
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The emperor arrived on the 10th of May 
at Mxquinez, whence, after ſome little 
ſtay, he went to Fzz, and there kept the 
feaſt of the Ramadam. About this period, 
in conſequence of the emperor's not having 
appeared in public for ſeveral days, a falſe 
report was circulated, that he had been 
Killed by his brother MuLEy HASEM, who 
had juſt before arrived at FEZ from Mo- 
ROCCO, | 

The principal tranſactions of the emperor, 
fince his acceſſion, have been the perſe- 
cution of the Jews, particularly at Tx u- 
AN; the putting to death ALcaipe AB- 
BAS, the late emperor” s black general, with 
the Effendi, or prime miniſter of his fa- 
ther; and his preparations for beſieging 
CEuTA. I ſhall ſpare the feelings of my 
reader by omitting to detail the hardſhips 
which the unfortunate Jews underwent in 
this perſecution. Civilized and free na- 
tions can form but an inadequate idea of the 
paſſions which inflame the breaſt of an 
arbitrary monarch in an uncivilized country. 
While, therefore, we condemn the ſpirit of 
perſecution, let us remember, in apology for 
the ignorance of mankind, that the ſame 


Ge4 - tragedy 
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tragedy has more than once been acted in 
this (now) enlightened country. If we 
make theſe allowances, and take into the 
account beſides, that Mu EY VAZID had 
received ſome perſonal injuries from theſe 
people, we ſhall, perhaps, be diſpoſed to 
attribute his ſeyerity leſs to a cruel and 
ſavage diſpoſition, than to the prejudices 
and paſſions naturally. incidental ta his 
ſituation. 

During his ſtate of adverſity, when at 
the ſanctuary, he aſked the Jews at TETU- 
AN, as a favour, to lend him a few hundred 
dollars, to defray his common expences, 
which he promiſed them gratefully t to repay, 
whenever a change of fortune mould n 
him an opportunity. 

The Jews, who are 8 haughty 
and arrogant towards thoſe who have no 
controul over them, and miſerably ſubmiſ- 
five to their ſuperiors, at that period not 
dreaming that Mul Ev YAzID might, in 
future, become their ſovereign, not only 
inſolently refuſed to comply with his re- 
queſt, but alſo wrote to the late emperor 
informing him of it; who was ſo. irritated 
at his ſon, that he threatened to put every 

: Jew 
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Jew to death who gave him the leaſt aſſiſt- 
ance. Upon this, MuLzty Yazip ſeverely 
threatened the Je ws, with what he has ſince 
too fatally put in execution. 

With reſpect to Ar.caint ABBas, the 
emperor had two motives for - puniſhing 
that officer. In the firſt place, he was the 

commander of that very army which was 
intended for his own deſtruction; and, in 
the ſecond, upon his father's deceaſe, inſtead 
of ſurrendering the army to Murtzy YAas 
Z1D, he withdrew it to the Southward, and, 
it was ſuppoſed, with an intention of * 
ann MuLEY SLEMMA. 

Notwithſtanding, however, this denden 
on the part of AB BAs, the emperor certainly 
would not have put him to death, had it 
not been at the particular requeſt of his 
black army, whom at that time he did not 
wiſh to offend. ABAS, fully conſcious 
how much he was diſliked by his troops, 
attempted to make his eſcape to a ſanctuary 
upon a very ſwift horſe; but his horſe 
falling, he was unluckily ſeized, and was 
immediately carried before the emperor, 
with very heavy charges on the part of his 
ſoldiers. After a hearing of the charges, 

. the 
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the emperor ſignified to the culprit that he 
might yet partake of his royal mercy, -pro- 
vided he would confine himſelf for two 
months to the ſanctuary of MoLEy ABsv- 
LEM. For this purpoſe he ſet off; but 
he. was again ſeized by the ſoldiers, who 
brought him back to the emperor with till 
heavier charges; and the emperor, finding 
that the ſoldiers. were determined on his 
deſtruction, with his own hands, by one 
blow of his ſabre, divided his head in two, 
and he immediately expired. | 

ABBAS was the beſt officer in the em- 
peror's ſervice, and never manifeſted the 
ſlighteſt token of timidity, or condeſcended 
to aſk his life; on the contrary, when the 
emperor lifted up his ſabre, he in a ſtern. 
and undaunted manner looked his ſovereign 
in the face, and died with the countenance 
and the tranquillity of a hero. As his body 
had not received the emperor's pardon, it 
remained on the ground unburied, to the 
great nuiſance of every perſon who. paſled 
that way. For ſuch is the barbarous cuſ- 
tom of the country, that when a man 1s put 
to death by the emperor, or his order, his 
body cannot be buried, without its firſt 


receivin 8 
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receiving a formal pardon from the em- 
peror. REBELS: 1s | 3 2 45826891 
MuLey VAzip, long before his father's 

death had threatened the life of the Effendi. 
He had been a principal agent in exciting 
the father's hatred and prejudice againſt his 
ſon. A further cauſe of the emperor's re- 
ſentment, was the great impoſition practiſed 
on his father by the Effendi reſpecting the 
corn buſineſs with the Spaniards, by which 
he had amaſſed a very conſiderable ſum of | 
money in bribes and preſents. Fett. 
Upon the emperor's death, the Effendi 
took refuge in a ſanctuary, and, had he been 
wiſe, he would not have ventured abroad; 
but MuLey Yazip having poſitively pro- 
miſed to pardon him, he was induced to 
forſake his aſylum. For ſome time the! 
new ſovereign diſſembled his intentions, 
and waited for a favourable opportunity to 
ſeize him. As ſoon as he was taken, he 
offered the emperor two hundred thouſand 
dollars to ſpare his life ; but the monarch 
haughtily replied, that he wanted not 
his money, and that he would not conde-: 
ſcend to accept a bribe from a traitor.” 
' He then ordered his two hands to be 
4 9 | "cut 
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cut off, in which ſtate he ſuffered him to 


remain for ſome days, and then commanded 


him to be beheaded. One of his hands 


was placed on the walls of Frz, and the 
other ſent down to TANGI1ER, and ordered 


to be nailed on the door of the Spaniſh con- 
ſul, to convince that nation in what man- 


ner the emperor was diſ N to treat all 
the friends of the Spaniards. 

The emperor has always, indeed, mani- 
feſted an excluſive preference to the Engliſh 


beyond all European nations, and has, on 


many other occaſions, evinced an inveterate 
diſlike to the Spaniards. From the moment 
of his acceſſion to the throne, he expreſſed 
a diſapprobation of the Spaniſh meaſures, 
during his father's reign; and threatened 


to revenge himſelf very ſhortly on that 
country. The Spaniards, who have more 


reaſon to wiſh for peace, from their ports 
being ſo contiguous to the emperor's, as 
well as from the immenſe ſupplies which 
they procure from his dominions, than any 
other nation, endeavoured to ward off the 
threatening ſtorm, by very large and re- 
peated preſents of money, and other valu- 


able articles, to the emperor and his miniſ- 


ters. 
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ters. But this plan, which had been fo 
ſucceſsful in the former reign, effected 
nothing in the preſent. Mul EY YaziD 
had, from his youth, been diſregardful of 
money; and, indeed, in his contempt of 
wealth, had even exceeded the boundaries 
of prudence ;. he had alſo conceived a very 
ſtrong and very early predilection in favour 
of the Engliſh. Notwithſtanding theſe 
circumſtances, the Spaniards {till continued 
to entertain hopes of ſucceſs in their nego- 
ciations, till they heard of the death of the 
Effendi, their great friend and patron, and 
of the inſult offered to their court, by the 
Effendi's hand being nailed on their conſul's 
door. Such an affront. was ſufficient to 
convince them, that war was inevitable; but 
they eſteemed it moſt prudent to get their 
cConſul, and friars, out of the country, before 
they commenced hoſtilities: and a frigate 
for this purpoſe was diſpatched to TAN- 
GIER. When they arrived there, they in- 
formed the governor, that they had on 
board a very valuable preſent for the em- 
peror, and deſired that he would ſend proper 
perſons to reccive it. The conſul and 
friars took this opportunity of coming on 
board; 
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board; and the frigate, having ſent off the 
Moors with the - preſent, ſet fail, and the 
next day captured two Mooriſh gallies off 
LARAcnx, in fight of the emperor, who 
Was walking upon his terrace at the very 
moment. The valuable preſent which they 
carried, proved nothing more than huge 
bales of rags. : 

. Theſe repeated inſults were not calcu- 
Jated. to conciliate the emperor ; he conſe- 
quently made immediate preparations for 
the attack on Ceuta, and has now cloſely. 
beſieged it. As that garriſon, however, is 
very ſtrongly fortified, both by nature and 
art, it renders it nearly impoſſible for the 
Moors to be ſucceſsful, unleſs aſſiſted by a 
naval power. 

Morrv Yaz is about forty years of 
age. His perſon is tall and majeſtic; his 
countenance is lively, handſome, and ex- 
preſſive. He uſually dreſſes in a rich 
Turkiſh habit ; and his court and retinue, 
in point of ſplendor and magnificence, form 
a ſtriking contraſt to the ruſtic ſimplicity of 
his predeceſſor. In his addreſs, he is per- 
fectly the accomplithed gentleman, and his 
converſation 18 general very much to the 

purpoſe. 


A*TOUR' To MOROCCO,"&. ( 


purpoſe. So different are men when poſſeſſed 
of power from what they are while in an 
humble ſtate, that it is difficult to form a juſt 
opinion of the character of a monarch from 
his conduct in a private ſtation, We muſt 
therefore ſuſpend our judgment of the pre- 
ſent ſovereign of Morocco, till a perfect 
confidence in the permanency of his eſta- 
bliſhment - ſhall remove thoſe reſtraints, 
which for a while keep in ſubjection the 
natural propenſities of the man. He- has 
always evinced a moſt generous diſpoſition, 
and his abilities have never been diſputed. 
Such a union affords the happieſt prog- 
noſtics, and we truſt will ſerve to mollify 
and meliorate thoſe obdurate habits, which 
a vitiated education, and the cuſtoms of a 
ſavage people, are too likely to impreſs upon 
the beſt of human diſpoſitions. - 

- Mutey Yaz1p pays the utmoſt atten- 
tion and reſpect to his mother, and has pro- 


vided liberally for his father's women. He 


has alſo forgiven the oppoſition of his bro- 


thers, and received moſt of them into favour 


and confidence. It is therefore earneſtly to 
be hoped, that they will be induced to ſet 


bounds to their ambition, and not ſacrifice 
| 5 
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to their ſelfiſh and unlawful paſſions the 
blood and happineſs of innocent and deluded 


multitudes. Popular commotions are ever 
fraught with evil, and the object muſt be 


ſome great and truly important public bene- 
fit, that can at all authcrize a civil war: 


but when the conteſt is only for a change 
of maſters, the eye of humanity cannot 
refrain from ſhedding a tear over the ur 


and miſery of mankind: 


« Quicguid deli rant Reges, pleftuntur Achiui.“ 


As nothing of importance occurred to 
me during this ſhort excurſion, I have not 
troubled the reader with. a recital of my 


own affairs. After an abſence of a fortnight, 


I ſet fail from TzTvuaN, and arrived at 
Gibraltar in the month of June 1790. 
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